- New rules drafted for revising Native E

The Intendr Departmems
Bureau of Indian ' Affairs has
drafted. proposed  rules. for its
revised program to remove from
the  roll ‘of Alaska Natives ‘the

names of those ineligible under’
. terms -of the {Alaska Native |

Claims - Settlement " Act.: ¢
- proposed rules were published

:last week in the; Federal Regis-
ter.

" The Settlement Act directed
the Secretary. of .the Interior to
prepare within two years of pas-

sage of the act an!official roll to
be used to determine distribu-

The'

tion ‘of land and, funds. -

huge task ‘was’ notacomplctedb
by the deadline because admin:

istrative ‘appeals were still pend-
ing. . The roll was certified sub-

ject!'to .change: due. to future -
Native ' leaders  also 'feared de-

legal determinations. -
By
th'a

1974, it . became clear -
fthe roll ‘might contain’
inames " of .people ineligible for

‘enrollment under the act. The
Bureau. of Indian Affairs began

a program  to! eliminate ineli-

gible individuals.

“The ' Alaska  Native corpora- y

tions approved the idea of such

A pmgmm bl}t objected to the:.

way in which'it.was implement-

‘ed, a BIA spokesman ‘said. Na-

tives _claimed " the ‘procedures
were so. complex that most peo-
ple could not understand them.

fault judgments might be enter-

edi"against - Natives who failed:
“to answer. complaints.

They
also. ‘charged the 'eligibility of

.many_ Natives ; was  challenged

without adequate investigation.

. In response ‘to the criticism,
Interior’ Secretary Cecil D. An.
‘drus’ called for. a full review of °

the program . Andrus- deter-
mired that failure to finalize
the ‘roll . was /interfering with
the process of conveying land to
Native corporatjons. - In order to
‘finalize the roll 'promptly. he has
(directed 'that the disenrollment

" program . be limited® to those
‘names . now being contested be-

cause of:.

--Death before or birth after
December 18, 1971,
the act was passed.

~Enrollment - as" of April -1,
1970, to the ‘Metlakatla lndlan
Commumty

oY

irol

the date -

-No Native aqeentry an lack i
of US. citizenship either
birth or naturalization. « =0

The proposed. rules will- ‘not’

alter - the' current; deadline for '

contesting enrollments, and will *
not allow. the filing of any new
or additional challenges. e

Written comments ‘o the
proposed regulations must be re-

" céived within 30 days after pub-: -

lication 'in’the Federal Register.
Comments ‘may be addreueq to. &
Assistant Secretary, Indian’ Af-
fairs, 1951 Constitution: Avenue,-“
N.W., Washington; D.C. 20245. -

by



