The University
of Alaska asks
for $2 million

Natives will benefit

by Soren Wuerth
for the Tondrs Thres

The Umniversity of Alaska included
nearly $2 mullion in s budget recently
to help Alasks Native amd other
munonty students get inlo college, stay
in college and graduste from college.

UA's request called, ""Ensuning
College Success for All Aluskans'
contains provisions that will attempl
0 ensure the success of Native
students in higher education

Mot only would the money support
cxisting programs, such as the Rural
Alaska Honors Institute, but i would
fund new services, such us bridging
programs, simed al keeping Natives
in college once they have enrolled

“‘Natve programs in general huve
been given a lot of lip service in the
past, but they've never gol guite
enough support,”” smd regent Ernc
Forrer, the main sponsor of the
increment.

Forrer said he began to lobby the
bourd for support after reading o
newspaper story about Alakanuk, o
village where he had attended high
school

*'1 read about o troubled communi-
ty,"" Forrer said, '"Many of the same
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Tisheena Frank visits with Santa Claus, who visited Arctic Village recently. More pictures, see page fourieen




e University officials are skeptical of request
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peaple the article wlked abow were
people | remembered from when | v
ed there. That really drove i home wnd
I thought | had this opportunity o help
Mutives by being on the Board o
Regents, ™

The SE9 aulhon package continms
the tollowing appropristions:

o577, 000 for minority counseling
and support tor an oltreach progeam
at Prince Willtam Sound Comimunity
Collepe.

#5274, 500 [or the Umversity ol
Alaska Farbanks RAHI program

oL 00 (K Tor nidging  prograims
ot adull studenmis and students with
children m campuoses statewide

«L240, 700 for the Umiversily of
Adishi Anchorage s Minonity Student
Services

sH2TA N0 Lr rectuiliment il
retenton ol UAE and the Uiniversary
ol Aldmska Sonitheast

Another 750,000 was added o
rescarchers who want o see their pro
jects throwgh, gecording o Marshi
Hubbard, director of stutewide budpa
b the university . Campunes wall have

o compete Tor the money by olfenng
proposals

“Last year our poal was getting
money 10 do something with rural
Aluskan high schools — preparing
leachers, That mopey 8 on-going, '
wrd Hubbard. ' Now the focus 15 on
ihe Kitls who get here — that there will
he  something  for  them ™’

Aloska’s Natives are among the
livwiest of minority groups to enter and
complete college

Although 17 percent of the stute’s
population i Native, Natives make up
ondy T percent of UA s enrollment, ac
cording to the umiversity's Statewide
(HAce of Institutional Research,

A Natona! Cemter for Educational
Stutistics report showed that only one
i 12 Amencan Indians entered col
lege niter high school i 1980

Programs Like KAHIL, where high
swehool students are selected fronm rural
villages to partiepite in college-level
cducanon, have belped 1o boost the
Native entollment in higher education.

More than 65 percent of RAHI
alumm hesd for college after hgh
schoul, eompired with 28 pereent ol
seiviors . potionwide, the umversily s

veseireh ofhoe found oo five-year
study .

But the program is n danger ol
underfunding, according (0 Jim
Kowalsky, RAHI program director

“RAH! has not been able w0 do
anything o keep up with spending cuts
and inflation,”” said Kowalsky. *'We
need o update our oo ters and do
more follow-up on students who are
m the program,””

Lewis Beaver, a resident of Kwigill-
ingok, saicd hind o mon been for has sum:
mer with RAHL, he would have been
less likely 1o go w college. But for
him, the computers were archiic

“The word processins we were us
mg were ot s fow years ago, bl now
thiy are not up-to-date, "' Beaver said

LA budget will be approved by
the legislature and Gov., Walter
Hickel, and exther branch of govern-
ment can delete or necept the install-
mend lor Native programs,

The wvmiversity’s budget officials
wiete sheptical about the survivil of the
request, Bron Rogers, UA's vide

president of finunce, said Hickel's
threats of reducing the state’s budget
may be carned oul agamnst the umiver-
sity's Native programs,

Hubbard, statewide budger director,
was equally pessimistic,

I looks preny good with the
legislature, but the governor has been
poing the other way,”" she said.

Last week Hickel wsnid in o press
release that he would attempt o shice
SO million from the state’s budger

Forrer, however, said he thought the
puckage would puss

1 don’t thank the governor will be
in the business of cutting progriuns tat
hu"-l';: been positively received,”” he
il

Hickel’s press secretury Vivian
Hamulton said that though it s wo car-
Iy to tell what the governor will do
with the university's budger, he hax
mamde education a prionty

“He would like a child who grows
up oA rural community to have the
e pppartunty as one who grows
up in Anchorage,” she said



