Snowmobile theft result of alcohol

by Geofl Kennedy Four ot of five times ¢ ke Village residents sometimes spend
for (he Tasdrs Themes the machine while under the influence m returm IJ;‘:IN! on llﬂlhﬂfl llr:l
BETHEL — 8 le thefi of nlcohol, Police Officer Jean Achee nd on the nearest available
mains m%ldqn:mnﬁn Hﬁ estimates. snowmobile to get back home, said a
In the past five years, Bethel police  "'It’s better than walking. It's snowmoblle dealer in Bethel.
have | 186 thefts and recovered  choaper than a caband it doesn‘ttake 10 8 lesser exient, people take
1 of b That's g recovery mte  them very long 1o take &
: snowmachine,” he said. cantinued on pegs four
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e Thefts total nearly $200,000 per year

confinumd Fram ] o

sovw il hinnek [or gov-riding or stop
them for parts. Achee sad

Police Chiet Jack Mo Damald mecom
memds  people  park  thew
stoweniachines  in lighted  areas.
remove thie igmitn keys when they
Iave the machimes, lock the machime
e '-nl-llill.'!|hl|'|§ or secure the machine
by locking cleel cables through the
siowimihile ricks

M Dol estimites the thelis cost
Between §175, 000 and S1R5.000 a
vedr i loss ol property

Leaving soowmachimes so readily
avarlable Tor drunks anoreases the
Uanger o the genseral public and could
teave neglipent owners open o o
lwestnit, b sunl

“You certwinly have a lisbility
aue, i can be demonstrated voul
thidn"t exercise due caution i tryimg
v comtrod this vehicle 1o prevent s
thell.

Owners necd o do mone than just
remove the gpmtion key when they
leave thewr machines, sid one Bethel
snowimobile dealer. To help ensure
thewr vehlicles Trom thell, ownmers could

have o cutofl ogele switch mswlled
Iy start i, he said,

Using o steel cable locking system
and the cutoff rogile swiich on the ig
niton system would cost the owner an
additional $50 tw S100, the dealer
estimited.

Speading  the relapvely  small
srnotint of money 10 guard wn invest-
ment of 55 000 or more would be an
excellent ivestment, Chiel MeDonald
smid,  Snowmebile dealers would
provide an important public service by
skl ling such systenms st oo estra cos
o spowmobile buvers, he said.




