Bethel reports higher snowmobile theft
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BETHEL Uther rurnl Alaska
communities apparenily have less ol
a snowmobile theft problem  then
HBethel has,

Police officials m Nome, Kotzebue,
Dillinghum, and the North  Slope
Berrough all repart a higher recovery
riute of stolen vehicles

Rarely do people o these com
miunities  use  stoden vehiclgs o
tramsport themselves o other places.,
officals say

In 1UER, the Ilast year for which
stitistics are available, the City ol
Kotzehue Togged 1E3 thelts of maoo
vehidles af il Kinds, sadd Police Chigd
Hd Wond A Hide less ihan hall of
those vehiehes were st hines, he
eslaivied

Most olten, people ke the
dnow i hines o po joy-riding. Rarely
do they take the machines to villages
in the area, but occasionally people
“nI snowmachines for parts, Wanld
said,

Kotzebue police recover about 75
percent of vehicles stolen in the com-
munity, Ward said,

Mo one has reponted o snowmablle
stolen so far this year. sand Name
Police Chief Bob Kaver. Sometimes
three and Tour wheeled all-terrinn
vehicles are wken, bt are ncarly
nlways recovered, Kaver sad

“{Owr problem s more of joy-
riding, " said Dillinghnm Police Chiel
Ralph Taylor. Sometimes, people strip
soiwmachines for parts, he soid

“They may not be n the best con
dhitwon, bl we usually Gind them,
Taylor swid

About 90 percent of the time, the
Dillingham police recover the stolen
vehicles in town, he estimated.

Thieves sometimes take outboard
motors and  skilfs in Dillingham,
Taylor said,

Joy-nding sccounts for most of the
230 motor vehicles thelis in the past
three years in the North Slo
Borough, said Scolt Campbell, t
deputy director of the Department of
Public Safety

A few vehicles are stolen and strip-
peed Tfor parts, he said. Police ofMcials
recover nearly 95 percent of the stolen
vehicles, Campbell said,

Bethel, surtoumded by 56 villages,
rmimy of them i short distance away,
hirs recovered only SR percent of the
shiwamabiles tken in the pust five
?I.".LII!L.




