Gwitch’in man concerned about future

by Lincoln Tritt
fir the Tundrs Times

ARCTIC VILLAGE — Necessity
dictates that mun must Bve i harimony
with nuture, so i was and sull s with
our people. In carlier times, our
system was such thal the people can
g0 on for thousands and thousands of
yeary

| am ol the Gwitch'in Athabascan
tribe. My home, Awctic Village, 15
located in the Brooks Runge of North
ern Alaska. My ancestors were
motiudic, due o the Lt that their Hves
were dependeat on the caribou which
migrate through the present location
of the village

Simce we are probably the most
northerly group of Indians, we have
been pretty lsolated. This has enabled
us to retmn b ot of our values and
beliefs, but the biggest advantage we
have bs that my grandfather and Gither
kept o '}lmrrml from about TRRO (o
ahout 1985

Having this direct connection with
our past gives us the advamage ol
evitluating practices that are introduced
(nlo our sociely.

That ix not 1o say all of us have us:
ed this. We still have victiims of the
mesdern intluence of greed, power,
drugs and alcobol . The pipeline boom
of the 1970 has Jeft o big scar m our
sty which we are 1rymg 1w heal

The studies of cur past help us o
re-catublish our identity and bence
price in ourselves,

Unlike the muterl vildues of iodiy s
sociely, our pncestons relied more on
prersonal and sprotual value. So, whin
you need comes Trom within you and
il putside or around you,

One thing 've learned from this i
our ancestors never dud anvihing on
u whim. Everythang they did served
0 purpose

Starting with the story of Adam and
Eve, when they first look a bite of the
forhdden Frutt, we all have 1o have a
tste of things we were  wibrmed
it

Our parents can mike life as com
fortahle as posgible, and we can grow
up never being hungry or wanting
Yel, when we are on our own, we
have o try 1o be something they old
us pot fo.

As with the story of Adimn und Eve,
these ure the tools of learning our
ancestors have used o tehch their

childrens OF course, since the Hible
wis ol intmdoced into our society un
il about 150 yeurs ago, our stories
were most likely different, but they
served the same purpose.

A ot of our stories have now been
forgotien, due w outside influences,
i) they are now taken from the Bibic,
The Bible, according w some elders,
15 o compilation of human experience.,
which we can use ab a gukdeling in our
lives.

When we mun o any differem
sithations, we cun use the Bible and
learn from people who have alreadly
been through the sume thing. The
same is true of elders, what a young
person expeniences for the first ime,
they hive seen or experienced time
and time agmn

There is u ot in the Bible we can
refer to. For instance, the story of
Cain and Abel fells us how  bad
jealousy can be

A Lot of us start on the wrong foor,
but mogt realize where we have heen
miking cur mistakes and correct then.
I we don't, we, in o manner of speidk-
ing, arc lost.

When Abraham made an offerning of
hies son, lsanc, (o God because God
todd b o, Abraham didn’t ask Crod
for proof that he existed becuuse he
b Fanth.

Trying to get prool would be ques-
tomng your own fwith, In the same
way , our peaple never guestioned the
existence of God, they jost knew that
there 18 a sopreme beng who s
responsible for the planet aml
everything in the umverse.

If we ke into nccount the siuation
of their existence, we will find thal
fuith s o big part of their lives, other
wise, they would all just give up and
die.

As individuals, the people lived hife
as it game (mpment (o moment ), bt
collectively, the tribe's actions were
geared toward the future,

They knew, us individuals, they will
evenmually die, but the children and the
land will have o go on.

It1s very easy for a person who does
not believe there 15 o purpose or Uhl
tomorrow Al be better 1o give up on
life, It wor Id be virtually impossible
o offer powf of tomorrow, 5o fmth
iust be o big factor

Experie we tells us that people with
litle edue tion or Tomited knowledge
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Findd it @ Jot harder 10 deal with life
Fhe less knowledge or education a
erson his, thee less choiee or interest
s available,

There ure al least two forms of
learning in life, and they start with
how to use the bron wnd senses, One
is the physical sspect of learming, in
which you learn skills that would help
you learn o survive. You leam to feed
and keep you and your family alive
During the davs of our ancestors, this
was the ability o muke tools and o
hunt and trap animals.

In these mstances, they had o fearn
the behaviors of the animaly and in
some respect to thank like them. They
wlser bl 10 learn o find or muke
shelter and take care o) their Tamily

When chulidren nre born their brains
are i essence emiply. They must first
bearm o use thew fpculues. Everything
wrowndd  them  imust be  learned  of
mekiced

You will find m most pictures ol
Miative infants thet their hands are tied

ool on pirga wia



¢ Youth imitate adults

continieed hrom page Ive

i the papoose. The |1urr:“c ot this
I3 10y tltwlnp I‘h:' serse of hearing, see-
ing and smelling,

Since this is the way they learn, our
people tegarded children as  puie
(clean) amd would vt behave irrespon-
sibly arciamd them, lest they dinty their
rind, 5o 10 speak. Children are usunl-
Iy quick w notice behaviors and im
iate them,

An children grow up, they leari 1o
use md coordinate therr senses. Usual-
Iy this is done by exploring (l.e- get
Lo into thangs), and since their sense
af taste usually develops early, they
tend o put things in thetr mouths.

Faremts would either warn them or
remove thimgs that wre harmbul or
villued and et them indulge
themselves

In tisbay s society, we hdve to go
school 10 learn 10 survive

The other torm of learming s a lit
the mare complex, since il deals with
Giud and man. On the one hand we
learn for our spicitual well-being
When we understand this, it gives us

ace of mind and positive outlook

Uit as virtually impossible 1o achieve
without fnith, respect and hard work,
bath mentally and physically.

Sunce we believe man is muade in the
image of God, we have to apply the
prioctice on cach other.

We must undersiand that most lawsy
are musde o relution w how man lives
with athers. For instance, if 1 am liv-
g i isoladon, Tean fire o nifle in any
direction, and nothing would prevem
me frionn doing so.

But il there is at least one tther per-
st il would  prevent me  from
shoobing i thist direction, and 18 more
and more people come i, my firnng
decreases

Cine thing about the Lows we find in
the Bhable and inoall sawieties 1s that they
haavee always been consistently tested
arw] have ulways proven themselves
b true. Adfter all, we are only human
ard ke Addum and Eve, we have o
test things

Fonowing and hiving within the con-
Nioes oF rades is alsi used i learnng
sell-discipline

Some  basic  roles,  hike the
wronglulpess of  lying.  cheating
fanither form of Iymg) and siealing
were taughr atan early age and in niost
cases, still are. Hut the Iorst mole that
s taught an early times and should
always b, in the lesson of respect. The
repsomng behol this s fundamental

In order tor ancindvvpdual 1w learn,
there has to be anability o listen. For
ot pesiple, it wonld be hard 1o listen
o anyhaody they didin’t respect. Pay
ing attention depends a lot on respect-
Iing the speaker.

For ths reason, most  socielies
develop in their children respect for
alder people.

As tothe lying, cheating and steal-
ing, the thing we have to realize is the
are habit forming. As with ||lu.~ul'1.||:r1y
drugs or cigarettes, the first time 18
usually hardest 1o quit, but it gers
cusier when a1 done  without
thinking,

Early lormal education ignored the
Mutive miethods of waching, and us a
result, o the eyes of the younger
gencration of Nalives, seemingly
discredited if

As stated earlier, our peoples rela-
tionship with the Land and the children

s med 1w the Toture. For this
reason, even os late ns the I‘.I_Iﬁl,!q_q_ﬂ'mrc

were Virually no traces of humans in
this area, although our people have
trekked though this valley for who
knows how long.

According o the elders, things like
nicknesses or rabies were unknown
before contact. Even the conumon cold
wis not Keown umil the beginning of
this century. Rabies is traced back w
the time when (rappers or miners
sturted using polson on walves.

The sacredness of the land was
necessary for the future survival of the
people. (n the sume level, were the
Children who are the peaple of the
future.

For this reason, the purity of the
children’s mind was very important,
The muoral and ethical education a
child receives ml an early age serves
s the foundation of 4 person’s life.

The lm[i:ﬂunuc ol being quict was
ong of the first things on infani
leawrned . [t was not only imponant 1o
thetr survivil in their environmment, but
also a sign ol greal respect for an older

er.

As o child will imitate sdulis, & great
deal of the child's activities are of
learning nature. In our society, these
activities consisted of survival skills,
learned oy games.

From these activitics, they acquire
stength, agility und cunning necessury
for survival in  their  harsh
environmeni

In the days of my ancestors, when
the value wis biased on the person,
whatl an individual knew was o hig
nssel. The same is still true oday, ex-
cept today, W's very hard o see
through the clutter



