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Editor'sEditors' Note : This weekweekmarksmarks the firstfiJst appearance ofofd-
column

ordofdord-
column

a
column by )Dennisfemzis DeminertDem111ertDemmertDeminertvhich\\vhichvhichwlzjclzwhich will focus on matters-
relating

mattersmatters-
relatingrelating to Alaska Native education . Demmert is DirectorDirector-

of
Director-

ofof Native Studies at the University; of AAlaskaAlaska-FairbanksAlaskaFairbankslaska-FairblaskaFairb-Fairbanksnks .

The columncolumll will be [featuredeawred twicetwice monthlymQ1lthly in the TundraTundra-

Times
Tundra-

TimesTimes :

One of the great side-benefitssidebenefits- of the land rights fightfight-

was
fight-

waswas the statewide Native unity that it created-createdcreatedNever-. Never bebe-

fore
be-

fore
be-be¬-

fore ini1! history hhadhadallddanallan Alaska Native people joined together-
for

to&ether-
for

togetherto&ethertoether&

for a ''commoncommoncommonmm n cause ,, but the land claimsclaims-effortclaimseffort-..efforteffort requiredrequired-
un

required-
unityununityty , and for ththe first time we stood united-andunitedand- toto-

gether
to-

gether
to-to¬-

gether , we won ! Simply learning how to work togethertogether-
may

together-
maymay prove to be as useful as the actual winning of thethe-
settlement

the-

settlementsettlementsettlement ' act.. With unity ', we gained the
.

powertorshapepowertorshape-
our

powerpower1', to , shapeshape-

our
I.

destinies ,. ,
' ' , '

,our own ""vMv?,( " \ "

The settlement act is five yearsyears old "thisthisthis month.ThemonthThemonth.The-
Native

monthThe-
Native

monthl-ThemonthlThemonth-Themonth;: -.

Native ''coalitioncoalition , created for thethevlahd,"
land rightsrijihts has nneverneverv r

,
bebeenbeen-

dismantled
J1; ,,

.

,

-,-dismantleddismantled ," , but , neithneither!,. hhashitssit, it beenbeen fully broughtbroughto'bebroughtobe(: toto ' bearbearbear-

on
f

o"nondn" ''thththe maniariyy ississufesisstfess ''-and
a-nd'-and
a-nd'-and
a-nd prproblemskrdblemsblemf*. still facingfacingTlrnffacing-lfacingl-ffi ''NativeNative'Native-

community
Jatiyeatiyeiatiyei-

communitycommunity . The Native leadershipleaders ip hashas'hadhashad' had theirtheir'handstheirhands' hands fullfull-

with
full-

withwith trying-totryingto- make.the-settlemake.thesettlemake.themakethesettlemake-the-settlementmakethesettlementmake.thesettlementmakethesettlement-. .- -, ritent act workwork.for.the.beneworkforthe.beneworkforthebene. for.theforthefor.the.bene-
fit

for.the.bene-forthe.benefor.the.beneforthebene. . bene ¬-

fit of Native people . In the meantime , criticalcTHical issues whichwhich-
are

hicIihicIi-

areareare! shaping thethe1ivthelives'--1iv1iv'liveslives-livess of Native peo'plepeople' require .
..intensiveintensive.intensive-

action
Intensive-

actionaction ..

Item , : The land rights settlement act ,
requires adminis-

trative
adminis-1adminis1admnisadminis-! -.:-

trative 'and'and technical skills still not adequatelyadequat'ely' developed in-

the
inin-

thethe . Native community . Many important jobs in thethe-

regional
the-

regionalregional Native, corporations and their
',
subsidiariessubsidiariesarsubsidiariesare'

., are , byby-

necessity filled non-Natiyesl-nonNatiyeslnon-NativesNativesnonNatiyeslSixt'yonejnon-Natives-SixnonNativesSix- : -.
, ,
, ty-onetyone:- lpercent, r

,

- cent pfqfofof-
NANA

:

.
necessityn cessity , . by

, Sixt'y-onejSixt'ySixtyonejsi'tyOnelpsityOnelp?' -
(!lper-lperper' : ,cent ,

NANA pevelopmeDevelopmentDevelopmentst\tt9rporatio,\;: Corporation'sCorporations9rporatio,
''ss *istafftstafrIitaff ,

,

;: forforfor/exampleforexample/: ,
'ampleampleexample

.'. !isis-

nonNative.sThe
ss-

nonNativenon-NativenonNativenon-Native.sThenonNative.sThenonNative.sTheNativesThe- .
'sThe'TheThe manpowermanpower study byb'yJudyfKleinfeldandbyJudyfKleinfeldandb'yJudyfKleinfeldand-

Karen

'
[; JudyJudYKlemfeld'andJudYKlemfeldand,;, ',

Kleihfeld'andKleihfeldand.
.':'

' (

Karen Kaho'utKahoutKaho\1tKaho1t'\ under-estinunderestinunder-estimatedunderestimated-- ated the .
n1rteedn1edneeded butbut- 'stillbut- stillstill inaicate'd-

imI1ense

indicated-
immense

indicatedinaicate'dinaicatedinaicate'dI I

'

immenseimI1ense! educeducationaleducationalneed
,

ti 1 I1needd ,. '
_1

, tt''-
system

s-

ystem. ''f.Jf.JfJ$., ', ' l "' . .. y?

. Item : The statestate-opstateopstate-operatedstateoperated--peratedprated sschoolhool systemsystemwas., Waswasdissolved; dissolved ;'

on June 303d30 ; 19761976'an1976an1976-and1976and, '- and<:\ villagevillage re'sidentsresidents
,'..residentsnowresidentsnowresidents '

,
nownow exercise lolocal-

control
localll-

controlcontrol overover,. their schoolsschook, porFor many :,;' n'ewlynewlynewlyHslected
' '

=electedle t d ,
board-

members
board-

members
board

members itt ''isisisis a new expeexperience,11experience11experiencemexperiencemand'ran'importanvoneience\"and'r'anience"and'r'anandran:,;:\ ''- andT'an
a-

ndTan"and'ran'importanvoneandranimportanvoneand'ran'importanvone-
which

' '
,;:'
' iimportantTi o'rta'ntortant' ' *' ofione

- ,' "

whichwhich-
-

whic-
h

whichrequifes
'

requiresrequifes
,

hew,1hew1he'whewhew'skillshewskills,

''- skins
s-

kinsskills ,
,
Village: ' residentsresidents"areresidentsareresidents'are'are responsibleresponsibl

,

nnoww forforlthe: ththe '
'WW'qualityquality'Wality'iquality'ofiqualityofality "'"bf.educationbf.educationbfeducationf ., educationddcatipncatipn in theirtheir'schoolstheirschools'''schoolsschoolsschools,5schools5},,1but1butbut

'

'theytheythe'y
'

!:

',

mustmusstilLus(,'
""sfsf
.
still
,

ill afuseauseuse an. , .
educationaleducational'sy'ste'm\whicheducational'sy'ste'meducationalsystemwhich.

''systemsystem
"

' '
, \4which

,
which. .

is ' notriot"eritirelyrioteritirelynof-entiretynofentirety'
.

"-°entirely
. . .
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' '"' " ' v.ee" I'tIt' " '"awareaware of village1" '
, needs . . , ' ""-
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, ,AJt,JternItem''inin : Na- 'tive'stN-ativestNative
'

+"'';
' studentsdents ,

arcaare>eentenng.highschoolandeentennghighschooland;: enteenteiinghighinghigh::
.

!, sschoolhool\andhooland\), and :

collegecollegeinollege.inollegein,:-
.-ininin greatergreater numbersnumberSHhannumbers'thannumbersthan' ;r' than '' evevereverr beforebbefore"MorebeforeMore''for/'More'forfor'MoreMore& ./''" More '"' arreareare7are7-

suc'cee'ding
'

succeedingsuc'cee'ding' '

, bbutstillqstilll'theqstilllthe"
(
,

'''thethe'thee'drop-outthee'droptheedropoutl'diopldiop' ''drop-out'dropdropout- 1 t
,;; rrateratete ''isis'''jshjshishigherishigherand'.,'.,.higherhighergherl ''andand'andnd

'

tiletile-

achievement
thethe-

achievement
'

achievement
,,

'
'rateraterate '

, isis lower , than forforother''othothother' Alaskans :.:' Teacher-
teStimonY

Teacher
testimonyteStimonYtestimonyrto'theCoiernor'stestimonyrtotheCoiernors!:, to

'

thethe'Govem'orstheGovemors'Governor'sGovernors' ';' CCommissionCommission'onCommissiononnimissi n ''- on
o-n'onon CrossCuIturalCiosS-CulturalCiosSCulturalCross.CulturallCrossCulturallCross.Culturall-

Education
;-. )

''-

thati
t-

hati.-Education-Education,, Ed uc
.

* iOll
,
( I ?P,70)P70},70)70O)) 1

,indicatesndi es thatthatf' -
,f manyniniDYmanyDY,; ' certifiedcertifiedteachersc ifieifielf, /,lf/teachersteachersteachersa h ;;

feelinadequately'preparedfeelinadequatelypreparedfeelfeelmadequately
,'

, inadequately " ,'preparedprepared.topreparedto...tototo-
-

t-
o

to'meet;''meetmeet,

'rneet . Native educational '

''neenee'neVdl-'neVdlneVdl'nee'dneed'neVdlEducation'd-EducationdEducation::"-
., Education !;,

'

', asasas'providedasprovided;,' ''- pro'videa
p-

rovideaprovided' ''tototbs"Native"Native''Native'peopleNativepeople'
,",

.' peoplepJe , ;, has notnot',
'

,
,

sservedserved-'us'wetl'andserved'us'wetl'anduswetlandved'lisvedlis"'- ,
,'''usus '" ''wellwellweir'' and , ththethe'fa'ilurethefailure' ''failufailufailure' - ,' is "' notnotnotentirelynot'cntirely.anotcntirely.anotcntirelya,/:/entirelyentirely'entirelyantirel : '\\aa,. a"NataNata"Natve"''Native-

failure
Native'NativeNative-

f
Nativei-
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ve
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"'"*" ' \ii"\ -., Item ; AlaskdsAlaska'sAlaskaslasklask's'populati*''s'populatispopulati's'populatinis'populationpopulallonnis., isis oneone 'offth:;
, the ;; 'fastestfastest'fastestgrowfastest grow ,;,-

. ining iin
." .,.thetheththe , natinationation'pp''pA:°; AAs, ,testesourcesresource&jresourcejresource&jare

'
'uJcuJc'uJcar, &(''arebeingarebeingarare '

, bbeingg '
'deydeydevelopedl pe ,,'; pianmanymany-

thing's'that
many '

, . , tthingsthing's'thatthingsthatl'gs:' tthatat ,+ : NativeNativepeoplea ! ,ej,, pepeople,<?p l val.uvaluvaluevalue
. ,

;;"''fromfromrom
,
.
:; susubsistencesubsistence'living.tosubsistenceliving.tosubsistencelivingtojste c '! livingl g .,.toto '

'cultural'cultural
.

retentionretenttonareretentionaare;jare inmJeopardyjeopardy ::
,",
,. . v, ,

' ,
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'. ThTheTheoneononeoneV';,.''issuissu' issue \', thatthat-thatthatis;
- is ,

,
commohcommohfocommon'tocommonto:

''toto "

1

,'

thethehe "" itemsitems'list'ediitemslistediitems'list'edi-

ab9v

' listedlisted-

above
listed i

,
ab9vabove ,.

iss ''- educatione- ducationeducation'::1ca1ca io.
:

"')"TheTheThe-needTheneedTheneedfor''hehe ,;
'
-

needneedfori e'ded' -.-forforf ('; ?developmentevel pme t ); offrfrN, NNativesNativet.vvl
,

'l,
;

.
' ,IIeducation.,.educatipneducatipneducationeducation'is'soeducationisso'

isIS
'so immenseImmense thatthat nono segmentsegment ofofthepopulationofthepopulation-

can
,
theVthe-thethepopulation- population

''cccancan ,.
''- alone
a-

lone'- alonea- lone'- alone'addressa- loneaddress,
;.
'

,.,
''addressaddressddreSsthe]

: thetheneeds//needsneeds
''neneneedsa'ThechallengeneedsaThechallengeds ::;;

' TheTheJchallenge, ,
hallenge toto the Native

'

'
,,

isis'toieviveistoievive'''toto the ' ; that'served'usthatservedusserved ' sosowell'in'well'wellwell'inwellinwell'in-
the

'ininin 'community ; is'toisto , revive , the'unitytheunity.

, unity : that ,' 'ususs sso
:

.

'
'

"
,

,the landclaimsland :claims efforteff rtrtand'r'\'andand\and'rand'randrand'rallyandrally'rallylly aroundroundaroundNative-NatNative-Nativeve educationedu'cation
'

as1as '

an ''overridingoverriding'overi-iding'overioveriidingoverriding- neeneed/needneedr./" \.
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;: AsASWthAs'iwjthAsiwjth'
,

{wfth! tthethe'lan'dtheland;i;
'')land

'

'dd' ' rigrightsrights\settlementirightssettlementit ;\,
settlementtil jne

'
,;

' wee ',

,
wouldwould

,
o i roba-

bly
probp.iob1piob1rob-rob-p.iob1-

I

p.iob1-

ably
.

I
;, ably , findfind.thatthefindthatthefind.that"thefind.thatthefindthatthe:;,..that ," ,

: trie'1trie1
'
' positivepositiverdevelopitlent! develppriieritdevelopment ofof.NativeeducalofNativeeducal. NativeNative ,

,educaeducal "i

''tionwouldtionwouldtiontin , would serveserveservenotonly"NatnotlonlyNative'peoplenotlonlyNativepeopleservenotlonlyNative'peoplenotnotonly"NatnotonlyNat
",

;: only ," ,,
Nativeve'peo-

pl

vepeop-

l' people;; butb t would benebene1bene.rlbenerl. '

. fit ''the11the11'theentire'LAlaskatheentireLAlaska'the'lentire-Alaska'n'the'lentirethelentireAlaska'nAlaskan' ; eh tire ' '-Alaskan
' ' comniunitycornh1unity-tWecornh1unitytWecomirtJnity.WecomirtJnityWe..-. .,W&;' inmustmustinsfresfre':remembernember-

I

nember\nember,,'],
,

\'

I'
' howeverhoweyeri'thathohoweyerithathohoweverthatno'onewillhoweverthatnoonewill; ','thatthat ,,

''-onewillo-newillone
'

,, will bring aboutabout thetheneeded
.

, needed ilTimprove-4improve4,

pr -"

"'"- meritm- erit'- mentm- entmeet 'and'and , developmentdevelopmentin;? , inin NativeNative'educationunlessNativeNativeeducationunlessNative' educationducduc.tion.tiontion ,
unlessunless

"

Native1Native ;'

.:.ff' 'peoplepeoplepeo'ple' demanddemand quality 'education'education and keep ' up the pressurepressure-

until
,

'

; uuhtiluntil1til we havehavc ' the educationducahon wewe heedneedneedandand
''wantwantwant.EwantEwant .:'' ' . "' >,/' .
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