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Dictionaries of ten Alaska Native languageslapgUageslanguages will be compiledc piled byby-

the

by-

thethe staff of the Alaska Native Language Center at thetI.etIe:!. UniversityUmvemty oftlftlf-

Alaska

of-

Alaska
;

Alaska in Fairbanks , with funding recently granted by two federalfederal-

agencies

federal-

agenciesagencies . The National EndowmentEndowmegt for the Humanities has granted
$184,919184919$ ,, toward a three-yearthreeyear- project , and'and,' the NationalNatiQital ScienceScience-

Foundation
Science-

FoundationFoundation made grant of $99,49299492$ , for the first of two yearsyears for thethe-

same
the-

samesame project .

Inupiaq , Central Yup'ikYupik' , Siberian Yupik , and SugpiaqSU8iaqSu{)iaq (AlutiiqAlutAlutliqq))
Eskimo (all of the Eskimo languages spoken in, AlaskaAlaskaAlaskaare) arereare includedincluded-

in

included-

inin the project . Of the Indian languages , Tlingit'I1I1'git ,. Haida , Ahtna ,

Tanaina , Koyukon , and Eyak will be covered .
'

At the present time a complete dictionarydictionary'existsdictionaryexists'' exists onlyJn1y! forfo ! Eyak..

It is a massive scholarly work which will beb edited for moremore generalgeneral-

useuse by its compiler , Dr . MichaelMic ael Krauss , who is also principalprincip 1 investiinvesti-investi-

gator
investi-

gator

¬- .

gator of the dictionary project .
Other ANLC staff involved in the project areate James KariKarl , who isis-

compiling
is-

compilingcompiling the Ahtna and Tanaina dictionaries ; Jeff Leer: r , who willWiI1WiI-

1compne

will-

compilecompilecompne dictionaries for TlingitTIingit , Haida , and AlutiiqAluUiq ; . Steven Jacob-JacobJacob-

son
Jacob-

son
Jacob-

son

-

son , who hasbas the Central Yup'ikYupik' dictionary wellwen under waywa'JwaJ' and willwill-

also
will-

alsoalso head the Siberian Yupik project ; and Eliza Jones'Jones' , from HusliaI Iuslia ,

who is compiling the Koyukon dictionarydictionaxy ..
ManyMany.otherManyother.other AlaskansAlaskan$ will contribute to the projectprojec ., Two univeruniver-univer-

sity
univer-

sity

¬-

sity students , Lucy Coolidge and Sandra DcnokinokIknoldnokiIknoldnok ,, are already atat-

work

at-

workwork on the projects inn their native Yup'ikYupikYup'ik"aYupikaYup'ikacidYupikacid'
",, aridd .SiSi.,Siberianrian YupikYupik-

languages
Yupik-

languageslanguages . Specialists in the other languages will alsoalso .bebe.bebeemployedemployed .

Project personnel will work with people in cities'andcitiesandcities 'andd bush villages toto-

make
to-

makemake sure dictionary coverage is as complete as possible .
.-

The staff sees a duald importance for the dictionariesdiction3riesdictionarlestdictionarlestthey,:'::;
,
they willwlwill bebe-

used

be-

usedused both by studentsstudents'an-
d

studentsan-
d'

and by scholars , AlthoughAlthoughseve.ralNativeAlthoughseveralNativeAlthough'sevetaiNativeAlthoughsevetaiNative:
' several. Native AlAl-AlAl-

askan

Al-

askan

¬-

askan languages are now taught at the university
.-
and

a- nd.,
and at 'cccommunity-

colleges

.'communitymmunitymmunity-
collegescolleges, the students have only preliminarypre1imin randand Incomplete1nomplete diction-
aries

dictiondiction-diction-
aries

¬-

aries to use in their work . Bilingual ,
teachersteacheJS ,. tootoo , will, will find aa.. richrich-

source
rich-

sourcesource ofofmaterialmaterial inin'theinthe,
'thethe' new dictionariesdicti nrles . Outside the schools ,

however , it is hoped .thatthat. people in AlaskanAlaskaftAlaskancommunitiescommunitiescmm\mmmmnitiesnities\ wfllwwillI enjoyenjoy-

having
enjoy-

havinghaving Ulesethese works and seeing how impressive and rich is the rangerange-

of
range-

ofof Native Alaskan speech .
" , ' .

The dictionariesdictio aries will appear in print overoverthe,the
,
next .fivefive.

five years or so .

First off the presses will probably be1>e the'the' Central Yup'ikYupik' dictionarydic onary ,
of great importance to the approximatelyappoxirnately{ 15.0001500015,000., speakers of thethe-

language

the-

languagelanguage and the many students'students'
,

who are studying ifit-initinWin- in high school ,

at Kuskokwim Community' CollegeConege , and at the University
,

of Alaska .


