
New U.SUS. . education
,

departmentdepartment-
draws

'

draws mixedmixmixedreactionddreactionreaction .

Alaskan Native educatorseducators-
have

educators-
havehave reacted with doubt to aa-

proposal
a-

proposalproposal by the Carter adminisadminis-adminis-
tration

adminis-
tration

¬-

tration to ., remove all federalfederal-
education

federal-
educationeducation programs from thethe-
jurisdiction

the-
jurisdictionjurisdiction of the Bureau , of In-InIn-

.dian
InIn-

dian
-.

.diandian., AffairsAffairsandand-and,- other agenciesagencies-
and

agencies-
andand place , them 'underunder' aa new ,;'
Cabinet-levelCabinetlevel- Department of Ed ¬.
ucationucatioJlucatiorr . -. In fact , says CliffCliff-
Black

Cliff-
BlackBlack , executive director of HuRu-RuRu-
man

¬.-
man Resources at the AlaskaAlaska-
Federation

Alaska-
FederationFederation of Natives ,. "thethe" levellevel-
of

level-
ofof ambivalence is the highestJhighest-
I've

ghestghest-
I'veI'veIve'' ever seen '*:."

Senate Bill 991 ,. whichwJch wouldwould-
create

would-
createcreate the new Department ,. hashas-
the

has-
thethe sponsorship of 57 U.SUS.. . SenSen-Sen-

ators
¬.-

ators . , The Senate GovernGovem-GovemGovern-Govem-
mental

Govern-
mental

¬-

mental Affairs Committee heardheard-
confli

heard-
conflictingconflictingconfli ting testimony on the billbill-

last
bill-

lastlast week from a number of NaNa-Na-

tive
¬.-

tivetive, Americans . FormerFonner AFNAFN-
Pr

AFN-
PresidentPresidentPr Sldent and SealaskaSeataska BoardBoard-
member

Board-
membermember Roger Lang testifiedtestified-
against

testified-
againstagainst the proposal ,. and AFNAFN-
Human

AFN-
HumanHuman Resources is planningplanning-
either

planning-
eithereither to endorse Lang'sLangs' .statestatestate-state-
ment

.,
¬.-

ment or to send, a secondsecol.dsecold). statestate-¬.-

ment to Washington '. after thethe-

commitec's
the-

committee'scommittee'scommitteescommitec'scommitecs! ' next meeting .

Black explained that thesethese-
ambivalent

these-
ambivalentambivalent reactions are the rereore-rereo-

sWt
re-

sult
¬-

sultsWt of long-standinglongstanding-- dissatisfacdissatisfac-dissatisfac-
tion

dissatisfac-
tion

¬-

tion with the bureau'sbureaus' past rere-rere-

sponsiveness
re-

sponsiveness
¬-

sponsiveness to Native concerns ,

balanced by a fear that a newnew-
department

new-
departmentdepartment might not take intointo-
account

into-
accountaccount the special circumstanccicumstanccircumstanc-circumstanc-
es

{ ¬.-
es of Indians and other Natives .

The federal Department of thethe-
Interior

the-
InteriorInterior , of which the BIA is oneone-
bureau

one-
bureaubureau , has long been the principrinci-¬.-
palprincipalgovernmentgovemm nt agency chargedcharged-
with

charged-
withwith carrying outo t the USU.s. .

government'sgovernmentsgovemntent'sgovemntents'' trust obligation toto-

Native
to-

NativeNative AmericansArttericans .

It'sIts' been suggested that eduedu-edu-
cation

edu-
cation

¬-

cation programs for NativeNative-
.Am

Native-

niexkant.AmAm.AmericansniexkantIi.an.lIian.lIianl!;.., shouldshcIUJd; .remainremain.remain withwith-
the

with-
thethe BIA until IndianIndian educatorseducators-
have

educators-
havehave a chance to assess the perper-per-
fonnance

per-
formance

¬-

formancefonnance of the new departmentdepartment-
after

department-
afterafter it has been in operation forfor-

some
for-

somesome time .
'

Among the programs whichwhich-
would

which-
wouldwould be affected by the transtrans-trans-
fer

trans-
fer

¬-

fer are Johnson-O'MalleyJohnsonO'MalleyOMalleyJohnson'MalleyJohnsonMalley-'()- '' (underunder-
the

under-
thethe Indian Education and Self-SelfSelf-
Determination

Self-
Determination

-.
DeterminationDetennination Act) and the InIn-InIn-

dian
In-

dian
¬-

dian Education Act .


