
MuktukMultulMulauk{ { Controversy Still Sizzling-SizzlingSizzlingI-
red

-
Ired Natives WantWant PoisoningPoisonin Statistics ,. Bacteria Counts

By JACQUELINE GLASGOWGLASGOW-
Staff

GLASGOW-
StaffStaff WriterWriter-

The

Writer-

TheThe muktukmuktukcontroversycontroversy concon-con-

tinues
con-

tinues
¬-

tinues in Fairbanks , Alaska .

Outraged Eskimos , Indians ,

and people who simply like toto-

eat
to-

eateat muktuk , responded vocivoci-voci-

ferously
voci-

ferously
¬-

ferously to last week'sweeks' edict byby-

the
by-

thethe Alaska Public Health DeDe-DeDe-

partment
De-

partment
¬-

partment that the Tundra TimesTimes-
could

Times-
couldcouldcouldnotnot serve muktuk at its

-
booth during the Tanana StateState-
Fair

State-
FairFair August 16-201620- .

Native leaders in the citycity-

concurred
city-

concurredconcurredconcurredwithwith Howard RockRock-

that
Rock-

thatthat the state regulations werewere-

highly
were-

highlyhighly discriminatory in singlingsingling-

out
singling-

outout muktuk , a traditional NativeNative-

food
Native-

foodfood from the great bowheadhowheadhowhead-
whale

howhead-
whalewhale , while itt allows the salesale-

of
sale-

ofof beef, pork , and fish productsproducts-
ofof the same nature .

A local radio show sponsoredsponsored-
byby the Fairbanks Native Center ,

Tundra Topics , got intomto the actact-

last
act-

lastlast week , completely backingbacking-
the

backing-
thethe stand taken by the TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes and asking listeners toto-

write
to-

writewrite and callcaU in their feelingsfeelings-

onon the subject .

Alan Arnold of the FairbanksFairbanks-
Daily

Fairbanks-
DailyDaily News-MinerNewsMiner-- spoke of thethe-

"beauracrat
the-

"beauracrat"beauracratbeauracrat" with hisI s bags ofof-

wisdom
of-

wisdomwisdom telling the Eskimo hehe-

can't
he-

can'tcan'tcant' eat muktuk because it'sitsit's-

dirty
it's-

dirty ''dirty and fit for consumptionconsumption-
only

consumption-
onlyonly if you have an ironiron-

stomach
iron-

stomachstomach ."
Even the News-Miner'sNewsMiner'sMiners--- ' hu¬.

morous cartoon figure , SourSour-Sour-

dough
Sour-

dough
¬-

dough Jack had his say on thethe-

matter
the-

mattermatter .

"SourdoughSourdough" sez : Them statestate-

officials
state-

officialsofficials are going too far . AfterAfter-
all

After-
allall the diseases white men havehave-

given
have-

givengiven the Natives , it is aboutabout-
time

about-
timetime he was gettin ' somethingsomething-
back

something-
backback .,"

The state officials were getget-getget-

ting

get-

ting

¬-

ting somethingsomethmg back alright..

That something was the reactionreactIon-
from

reaction-
fromfrom the Native people . TheyThey-

want
They-

wantwant statistics , theytheywantwant figfig-fig-

ures
fig-

ures

¬-

ures on alleged cases of foodfood-

pOIsoning
food-

poisoningpoisoning , they want bacteriabacteria-
counts

bacteria-
countscounts , they want the facts thatthat-

supported
that-

supportedsupported Ken Torgerson'sTorgersons' dede-dede-

cision

de-

cision

¬-

cision to ban muktuk . Tor-TorTor-

gerson
Tor-

gerson
Tor-

gerson

-

gerson is the fieldfieldsupervisorsupervisor forfor-

the
for-

thethe state'sstates' Division of EnvironEnviron-Environ-
mental

Environ-
mental

¬-

mental Health , whichwhichISis inmm-

charge
in-

chargecharge of food concessions atat-

the
at-

thethe Fair .

Certainly no one , Native oror-

Continued

or-
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otherwise , would condone thethe-

sale
the-

salesale of bad meat which couldcould-

result
could-

resultresult in food poisoning . TheThe-

question
The-

questionquestion raised is whether equalequal-

standards
equal-

standardsstandards have been applied inin-

judging
in-

judgingjudging the "cleanlinesscleanliness" " ofof-

muktuk
of-

muktukmuktukmuktukasas compared to otherother-
meat

other-
meatmeat and fish products .

The Eskimos maintain thatthat-

the
that-

thethe harvesting ofofmuktukmuktukmuktukISisI-
Scarned

is-

carriedcarriedcarned Out under conditions ofof-

care
of-

carecare and hygiene that are equalequal-

toto or better than those followedfollowed-
inin any beef slaughterhouse or thethe-

decks
the-

decksdecks and canneries of thethe-

fishing
the-

fishingfishing industry .

A large part of the problemproblem-
may

problem-
maymay lie in the fact that therethere-

are
there-

areare virtually no laws or reguregu-regu-

lations
regu-

lations
¬-

lations which apply in this case ,

and the state'sstates' ruling may havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen made somewhat arbitrarilyarbitrarily-
inin this vacuum .

Tundra Times consulted withwith-

Frank
with-

FrankFrank Jones , Director of Game ,
Fish and Game Department inin-

Juneau
in-

JuneauJuneau . The only comparisoncomparison-
that

comparison-
thatthat could be found was thethe-

sale
the-

salesale ofofcanbouofcariboucariboucanbou meat , which isis-

the
is-

thethe only ga'megameg 'me that it is legal

to sell in the state of Alaska ,

and the sale is limited to thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcticArctic Circle .

As far as butchering or cleanclean-clean-

ing
clean-

ing

¬-

ing regulations on caribou , therethere-

are
there-

areare none , said Jones . 'TheThe"The"The-
policy

'"'The-

policy 'policy boils down very simplysimply-

toto one that allows a Native whowho-

has
who-

hashas killed a couple of extra caricari-cari-

bou
cari-

bou
¬-

bou to sell a few to someone elseelse-

or
else-

oror through the village grocerygrocery-
store

grocery-
storestore .

As far as whales go , JonesJones-
said

Jones-
saidsaid that would be a whole difdlfdif-dif-

ferent
¬.-

ferent category and is not covercover-cover-

ed
¬.-

ed by any of his department'sdepartmentsdepartment's-
regulations

department's-
regulations

''
regulations . He regarded mukmuk-muk-

tuk
¬.-

tuktukasas an item that is usuallyusually-

given
usually-

givengiven away , through friends .

Muktuk has been sold in FairFarr-FarrFair-Farr-

banks
Fair-

banks
¬-

banks at Native-sponsoredNativesponsored- pot-potpot-

latches
pot-

latches
pot-

latches
-

latches that arearc attended by thethe-

general
the-

generalgeneral public . It has also beenbeen-

purchased
been-

purchasedpurchased directly in whalingwhaling-
communities

whaling-
communitiescommunities and shipped backback-

east
back-

easteast as a gourmet food item .

QuestionedQuestionedaboutabout regulationsregulations-
onon sale of muktuk as a commercommer-commer-
cial

¬.-

cial foodfoodItemitem , Jones said : "ByBy"By-

golly
"By-

golly

"
golly , you'veyouve' brought up a subsub-sub-

ject
¬.-

ject and I can'tcant' give you anan-

answer
an-

answeranswer.. "
The Eskimo people wouldwould-

like
would-

likelike an official answer from thethe-

state
the-

statestate of Alaska . Muktuk , veryvery-

likely
very-

likelylikely , will never be available in10in-

largelarge-large.- quantities . It is somewhatsomewhat-
ofof a rarity even in Native comcom-com-

munities

¬.-

munities .

The state of Alaska in propro-pro-

moting
pro-

moting

¬-

moting tourism is forever pointpoint-point-
ing

point-
ing

¬-

ing to the Native peoples ' uniqueunique-
life

unique-
lifelife styles and culture patterns .

These are not to be exploited forfor-

the
for-

thethe sake of tourismtouftsm and thenthen-

discriminated
then-

discriminateddiscriminateddiscriminatedagainstagainst in practicalpractical-
everyday

practical-
everydayeveryday matters .

IfIfnothingnothing else , the presentpresent-
muktuk

present-
muktukmuktuk controversy should leadlead-

to
lead-

toto a re-examinationreexamination-- of standardsstandards-
ofof regulations ,. and hopefullyhopefulIy toto-

sound
to-

soundsound scientific research into thethe-

quality
the-

qualityquality of basic Native foods .


