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VILLAGE OF GALENA ROLLS WHTHWITH THE PUNCH
In the Process of SprucingSprucing-

Up

Sprucing-

UpUp
-

After 'DevastatingDevastating' Mess '

By LAELLLAELEL MORGANMORGAN-

GALENA

MORGAN-

GALENAGALENA - Last springsprmg a lotlot-

of

lot-

ofof us wrote Galena off. A yearyear-

before
year-

beforebefore the little Athabascan vilvil-vilvil-

lage

vil-

lage

¬-

lage had been hit hard by thethe-

Yukon
the-

YukonYukon River , inundated by 1313-

feet

13-

feetfeet of muddymuddywaterwater and torntorn-

apart
torn-

apartapart bybyblocks-blocksblocks.blocks-. ofofIceice as big asas-

houses
as-

houseshouses .

It was , in the words ofofItsitsIts-

CIVIC

its-

civiccivic leaders , "aa" devastatingdevastatmgdevastatmg-
mess

devastating-
messmess .

" and so were negotiationsnegotiatIOns-
that

negotiations-
thatthat followed on rehabilitation .

Despite promises of aid fromfrom-

numerous
from-

numerousnumerous government agenciesagencies-

only
agencies-

onlyonly the Small BusinessBusmess AdAd-Ad-

mmlstratlOn

Ad-

ministration

¬-

ministrationmmlstratlOn had made good byby-

mIdsummer
by-

midsummermid-summermidsummer- .. The Alaska StateState-

Housmg
State-

housingHousingHousmg AuthorityAuthonty ( ASFIAASHA )
Bureau of Indian AffairsAffatrS andand-

the
and-

thethe Red Cross wallowed in10 redred-

tape

red-

tapetape apparently deeper than thethe-

flood
the-

floodflood waters .

To unscramble the mess , thethe-

villagers
the-

villagersvillagers chose two strong menmen-

Jimmy
men-

JimmyJimmy Huntington , who hashas-

smce
has-

sincesincesmce become mayor of the town ,

and John Sackett , a self-retiredselfretiredselfretiredl-
egislator

selfretiredl-
egislator

-

legislator who would later bebe-bebe-

come

be-

come

¬-

come head ofofthe'hehethe'' Tanana Chiefs .

Using a calm , no-nonsensenononsensenononsense-
approach

nononsense-
approach

-

approach , these leaders quietlyqUletlquietly-
raisedraised $242,000242000$ , for floodfloodrerere-rere-

habilItatIOn

re-

habilitation

¬-

habilitation and later sent back
$4747$47,00047000$ ,000 unspent ..

Villagers voted 98 per centcent-

for
cent-

forfor a new site at nearby AlexAlex-Alex-

ander
Alex-

ander

¬-

ander Lake and weathered medmed-med-

dling

¬.-

dlingdhng from ASHAASH A ( which insistedmSlstedmSlsted-

they
insisted-

theythey move 1I 1I miles away to thethe-

CampIon

the-

CampionCampion AirAu Force Base dump )
to draw plans for a modelmodelcItycitycIty-

and
city-

andand select theirthen lots .

Gravel beds are now beingbemgbemg-

laId
being-

laidlaid at the lake sitelte for a roadroad-

system

road-

systemsystem and 30 low incomemcomemcome-

houses
income-

houseshouses to be built through thethe-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaska Federation of NativesNatives-

housmg
Natives-

housinghousinghousmg program . There areare-

also
are-

alsoalso projections for a $139,000139000139,000$139,000-
school

$ 139,000-
school

,

school , and $250,000250000$ , post officeoffice-

and
office-

andand considerable privatepnvate buildbUild-bUild-

mg
build-

ing

¬-

ingmg .

The federal government hashas-

made
has-

mademade it "learlear"teartear"Iear it wdlwillw l loan nono-

funds
no-

fundsfunds foi rejectsrojects inm the oldold-

village
old-

villagevillage on the flood plainpJam butbut-

many
but-

manymanymanyresIdentsresidents have elected toto-

staystay there anyway .

The business community isI-
Shard

is-

hardhard alat work rebuildingreoUlldmg thethe-

wdterfront
the-

waterfrontwaterfrontwdterfront and severalseverdl privatepnvatepnvate-
homes

private-

homeshomes ofofImaginativeimaginative , floodflood-

resistant
flood-

resistantresistant design arearc beingbemg concon-con-

structed
con-

structed
¬-

structed there .

THEDIRTILSTTilETHE D1RTILSTDIRTILST ,

DRINKINGESTDRINKING EST , DUMPIESTDUMPIEST-

Galena

DUMPIEST-

GalenaGalena has long been knownknown-
asas the dirtiest , dnnkmgestdrmkmgestdrinkingest ,

dumpiest town on the Yukon"
but reassessment is in order..

Its 400 residents estimate theirthClrthClr-

gross
their-

grossgross annual incomemcome at somesome-some-

thing
some-

thing

¬-

thingthingoverover $11$ I million . ThereThere-

isis high year-roundyearround- employment ..

Currently only 25 people are onon-

welfare
on-

welfarewelfare and five use food stamps .

Galena is the site of a strastra-stra-

tegic

stra-

tegic

¬-

tegic AirAn Force base ( closestclosest-

U.S
closest-

U.SU.SUS. . base to RussiaRussJa ) and twotwo-

smaller
two-

smallersmaller AirAu Force installations .

The villagev llage has also beenbeen-

made
been-

mademade home office forafor a 120,000120000120,000-
nllle

120,000-
mile

,

milenllle area covered byby the( he SlateStateState-
Department

Slate-

DepartmentDepartment of HealthlIealth and WelWel-Wel-

fare
Wel-

fare

¬-

fare , regional headquarters toto-

service

to-

serviceservice 20 villages for the RuralRural-

Alaska
Rural-

AlaskaAlaska CommunityCommumty Action ProPro-Pro-

gram
Pro-

gram

¬-

gram and a major hiringhlTlng area-

for
areaarea-

forfor the Bureau of Land ManMan-Man-

agement
Man-

agement
¬-

agement fire fightingfightmg program .

In addition , it is a hub forfor-

an
for-

airairan andandriverriver transportation .

There is jet transport fromfrom-

Galena
from-

GalenaGalena to Anchorage and FairFan-FanFair-Fan-

banks
Fair-

banks
¬-

banks and increasingmcrelsmg! barge serser-serser-

vice

ser-

vice

¬-

vice from FaFayFaytanks.,

"-

anks
a-

nkstanks'" anks . AirAn freightfreight-

from
freight-

fromfrom Ancho jee is 10 cents aa-

pound
a-

poundpound as compared to 20 centscents-
in

cents-

inin northern bush country andand-

barge
and-

bargebarge transport can run as lowlow-

as
low-

asas 3 &% cents a pound fromfrom-

Fairbanks
from-

FairbanksFairbanks and 5 cents fromfrom-

Seattle
from-

SeattleSeattle .

.

An AlaskanAla kan bank is considerconslder-conslderconsider-conslder-

109

consider-
ing

¬-

ing109 opening a Galena branch .

The village has a privately ownedowned-
electrical

owned-
electricalelectrical system and "aa" phonepphone-
system

oneone-

systemsystem that is connected to thethe-

outside
the-

outsideoutside worldworldandand willwillsoonsoonoon bebe-

linked
be-

linkedlinked to five neighboringnelghbonng vilvil-vilvil-

lages
vil-

lages
¬-

lages without long distancedIstance-
charge

distance-
chargecharge .

Villagers are allowed to useuse-

nulltary
use-

militarymilitarynulltary base drinkingdrinkmgdrinkmgwaterdrinkingwaterwater andand-

to
and-

toto attend base theater whichwhich-

provides
which-

providesprovides an excellent run ofof-

current
of-

currentcurrent movies . They can alsoalso-

pick
also-

pickpick up base television andand-

radio
and-

radioradio stations ..

Such "conveniencesconveniences"conveOlencesconveOlences" " makemake-

Galena
make-

GalenaGalena far more sophisticatedsoplustlcatedsoplustlcated-
than

sophisticated-
thanthan most bush villages , yet thethe-

Athabascan
the-

AthabascanAthabascan population stillstdlstdl-

makes
still-

makesmakes good use of subsistencesubsistence-
huntmg

subsistence-
huntinghuntinghuntmg and fishingfishmg .

THETIlE INDIANS HAVE ITIT-

BEITER
IT-

BETTERBETTERBEITERBETTER-
"My

BEITER-
"My

BETTER-
"My"MyMy" father told me back inm

1928 that the Indians have itI-

tbetter
it-

betterbetter than anybody elselse ," rere-rere-

calls
re-

calls

¬-

calls Sidney HuntingtonlIuntlOgton , GalenaGalena-
council

Galena-
councilcouncil man and school boardboard-

head
board-

headhead . "WeWe" only have to workwork-

hard
work-

hardhard three months of the year
. . . they can live all year onon-

that
on-

thatthat..

"ThisThis" is the richestnchest , poorpoor-

town
poor-

towntown in10 Alaska . Anyone whowho-

wants
who-

wantswants to , can work . You cancan-

hve
can-

livelivehve here on $1010$10a$ a month forfor-

utIlitIes
for-

utilitiesutilities and catchcatchallall you needneed-

to
need-

toto eat inm moose and fish .
"

Like most of the population ,

HuntingtonlIuntmgton moved to Galena in1010-

the
in-

thethe 50's50s' to find work .. HeBe is aa-

long

a-

longlong time base employee , works
12 months insteadIOstead of three , andand-

supports

and-

supportssupports his family of 12 quiteqUite-

handsomely
quite-

handsomelyhandsomely .

He is an ardent believer inIn-

the
in-

thethe AmericanAmencan free enterpriseenterpnseenterpnse-
sy

enterprise-
systemsystemsy tem and scoffs governmentgovernment3-

1d
government-

aidaid31d . Recently , workingworklOg withwith-

his

with-

hishis youngsters and a couple of'JfJf'Jf-

fnends
of-

friends

'

friendsfnends , he raised a rugged twotwo-

story
two-

storystory log house inm nine days .

( A smaller village communitycommuOltycommuOlty-
han

community-
hallhallhan took about three monthsmonths-
and

months-
andand 50 men to build ) .

Sidney HuntingtonHuntlOgton has electelect-elect-

ed
elect-

ed

¬-

ed to stay on the waterfrontwaterfront-
and

waterfront-
andandandISis buyingbuymg up as much propro-pro-

perty
pro-

perty

¬-

pertypertyasas he can there . Hetietie-

predicts

He-

predictspredicts the Alexander Lake siteIte *,

despite its gravel fill , will sinksmksmk-

dnd
sink-

andanddnd that the villagers will eveneven-even-

tually
even-

tually

¬-

tually come back to the riverfIVerriver-

Mayor

river-

MayorMayor Jimmy HuntingtonlIuntmgtonfluntington ,

his brother ,, takes an oppositeOpposite-

view
opposite-

viewview . HeBe plans to move to thethe-

new

the-

newnew site andandISis workingworkmg hard to

\ : ' ,. . \ .,
t

"
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LIFE ON THE RIVER AT ITS BEST - Sandrs slough off the Yukon
RiverPhotos
River..

Cleaver pulls whitefish from his net in Jack'sPhotosJack'sJacks'' -PhotosPhotos- by LAEL MORGAN

see that there Willwdl be no villagevillage-

land
village-

landland for sale there .

"It'sIts" ' our intentmtent m10in any wayway-

possIble
way-

possiblepossible to stop the land grabs ,"
he explainedexplamed . "We'reWere" ' suggestingsuggestsuggesting-
leasing

109109-

leasmgleasingleasmg the landlandonlyonly NotNot-

selling
Not-

sellingselling .. That way we- 'llwe- llwe- 'llwe- llwe- 'llwe- ll' have thethe-

mcome
the-

incomeincomemcome for a good many yearsyears-

and
years-

andand get on a solid footingfootlOg IfIf-

the
If-

thethe villagersvillager can sell , soon oneone-

or
one-

oror two people will become landland-land-

lords
land-

lords

¬-

lords over the land .
""

With two village sitesslte , therethereI-

Sis room for both views anddnddnd-

many
and-

manymany more . . .

About a quarter of Galena'sGalenasG.1Jen.1G1Jen.1G1Jen1Galena's-
population

. . '\
population is white ( discountingdlscountmgdlscountmg-
military

discounting-
militarymilitary and federal employees )

and , while there arearc occasionaloccasIOnal-

liftS
occasional-

riftsriftsliftS , the altitudeatlltudeattitude isl bdsicallyodslcaJlybasicallybasically-
"live

odslcaJly-

"live"livelive" and let livehve " on both sidessides-

"Even
sides-

"Even
sides-

"Even"EvenEven" if they hate you ,

they'dtheyd' help you ,
" observes GeneGene-

Steffin
Gene-

SteffinSteffin , white owner of the locallocal-

hquor
local-

liquorliquorhquor store , who'swhos' livedinlivedhved in101-

0Galena

in-

GalenaGalena about 20 yearsyears-

'These
years-

"These
years-

"these'TheseThese"These'" are real good peoplepeople3-

11d
people-

andand311d I stay here because II likefJ"efJefJ"e-

them
like-

them
"

them "
There isI occasional disgrunt-

lement
disgrunt-disgruntdlsgnll1tdisgrunt-

lement

-.

lement with the militaryJllIlltMY whichwlllchwlllch-

rotates
which-

rotatesrotates itsIh baseha e commanderscommandercommanders-
everyevery 12 monthsmonth, (0101( ol GeraldGerGerald-

Ivans
,dddd-

l'v.1ns1-vans1vansl'v.1nslv.1nslv1nsI-vansI-' . , who becamehec\mehecme, \ Galena( , alena basehJsehJse-

commander
base-

commandercommander m10in MarchMJfch , hashJ ' al.11-.11al-al.1-

1ready

al-

ready
. ¬--

ready had his1m sharehare ..

Recently he had the unun-unun-

pleasant
un-

pleasant

¬-

pleasant jobjoh ol01of endingendlllg baseb.1seb1se.

mommom-

rr

VILLAGE CLEANUP - Galena is going out ofof-

its
of-

itsits way to loose it'sits' former title of "dirtiestdirtiest"

shoppingshopplOg privileges to employeesemployees-
who

employees-
whowho live in the village , bothboth-

Native
both-

NativeNative and whitewhite-
"I

white-

"I
white-

"I"II" got a letter from the IndianIndian-

Council

Indian-

CouncilCouncil ( signed by E . NottiNoth ,

Alaska Federation ol01of Natives )

calling me a racist ,, " he recallsrecdllsrecdlls-

gloomily

recalls-

gloomilygloomily . "AndAnd" inm fact my wifewifeI-

Sis part Indian , a Cherokee Yomfromfrom-

Oklahoma
from-

Oklahoma

<

Oklahoma .
"

In reply he wrote , "TheThe" baseoabase-

exchangeexchange privilegespnvlleges here atoItoI-

tGalcna

at-

GalenaGalenaGalcna were changedchdnged to conformconlormconlorm-
with

conform-
withwith the U S AirforceAlrforce regreg-reg-

ulations
reg-

ulations

¬-

ulations and CongressionalCongresslondl law-

During

lawlaw-

DunngDuringDunng a recent Inspector GenGen-Gen-

eral's

( ; en-enen-

eral's

¬-

eral'serals' visit this installation waswwas-

severely

,
severely criti/edcritiedcntl/edcntlcritited/ lorfor not fol101-101fol-fol10-

1lowlllg

fol-

lowing

¬-

lowinglowlllg these directivesdirective,
.

"It'sIts" ' hard to run a basebJse in thethe-

BooOles
the-

BooniesBooniesBooOles ,
" he saidSJld . "TheThe" NativesNatlveNatives-

havehave always been dependent onon-

the
on-

thethe base which , or course , isI-

Sjust

is-

justjust another headache for usu , .

But my primarypnmary responsibilityresponsibilityI-
Sis to my troops . They comecome-

nrst
come-

firstfirstnrst.. WhateverWhalver!: I can do to helphelp-

after
help-

ofafterof ter that , I'llIll'' do ".
"AA" lot101 ofDf usu wouldwuuld likeII"eIIe" toIoIo-

seeseeCe'> the villagevilla e get awayJWJY fromIrolllIrolll-

dependlll
from-

dependingdependingdependlll on the basehle, , ," allowsallows-

Gordon
,llIow ,

Gordon CrugerC'rugerCru' er who speaks'pe.lkpe.lkpelk' . , fromfrolllfrolll-

Ia,11,I villagevIIIJ e ,. ratherrollher thanthln, a, 1\ militaryImlltar" "hl.lrhl.lrhllr" . }

point of viewvie\\vieview-
Cruger

vi-
e'ruger

\,
(Cruger'rugerruger(''-

roger
r- oger' operatedoperJted the[ lie baseh\ehehawhaw-

water
hew-

olter
, \ ,

waterwolter plantplJnt buthut he'sheshe\hetie'stiesheheen'\' beenheen a.11..-
1village

a-

villagevillage residentre ldent torlorfor a, I numbernUlllocr olofof-

years
<> 11-

ycaryearsycar, anilJl1dandandisis" cmrentlyCUlfclltlycurrently wrappedwrlpped,

- ---
Village on the Yukon . " A village wide clean upup-

program
up-

programprogram is inIII process ..

up in the Galena SportsSpurts AsA-AAs-AsA-

soclatlon

As-

sociation

, ¬-

sociationsoclatlon (GSA ) .

GSA has proved to behe an.111111.11-

1astoJllshlOg

an-

astonishing

.
astonishingastoJllshlOgastonishingorganizerorganizerorgaOller ofDf sporting'portlllgportlllgspurting'portlllg-
competition

spurting-
competition

'
competition baseballbJ Cbdll' ,, dog-

mushing
dogdOf(

mushingmushmgmushmg.1ndand.1nd1nd. basketballbabasketballand"ethJIIethJII"ethJIIllId" andllIdand-

has
,llId-

hdShashdS done much to get thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage workingworkmg togethertogether-
"I"II"Ionly" ( onlyonlywishwishwishourour council didJldJld-

J

did-

asasJ wellwel!,.,
" Sidney HuntingtonHunlHuntington-

said
m tD "

saidslId,
said"TheseslId"Thee

"TheseThese"TheeThee" , people arcneare, groatgreltgreat, lo10to10-

work
to-

workworkworkwithwith ,
" Cruger'rugerruger('( '-

ruger
r- uger' reportsreportreports-

"They

,
"TheyThey" canC.1nC1n. work harder thantholntholn-

anyone
than-

anyoneanyone you'v-
e

youv-
e

you'v-
e

youv-
e

you'v-
e

youv-
e'' ever seeneell whenwhewhen-

they
"

theytheyWJnttheywantwantWJnt to TheThcTheyTheycan>) canl,1lIl1lI. , takeIJtake-

care
ee-

carecare ol01of themselvesIhemelvl\IhemelvlIhemelvlI-
VIC

, ' \ ".,
Civic( IVIC pride wasWI, ' recentlyrecelltlvrecelltlv-

wounded
recently-

woundedwounded when anJn AnchorageAn\AnAniAnhor\. horforageforage-

newspaper
dgedge-

ncwnewspaperncw pJper pictured Galena.JlenJJlenJ( . as,1\,11,1I,-

1dump

, \ aa-

dump
,I

dumpdumpwherewhere youngstersyoungter, , enterellter-ellterenter-ellter-

talll

enter-

tain

¬-

taintalll themselvesthemelvc! byhyhyrn.1hlllgby"smashing"- smashings- mashing"- smashings- mashing"s-
mashingmuscatel"' \rn.1hlllgrn.1hlllg\ rn.1hlllg-

muscatel
. ,

muscatel bottles againstJg.1lII'oIJg.1lIIoIJg1lIIoI. ' LuckyLucLucky-

Lager
" }

LagerLdger emptiesemplle ,
.
"

Therefhere is a lot of drinkingdrllll-.lIIgdrllll.lIIgdrllll.lIIglIIg-. inIIIII-

Ilown

in-

towntownlown It'sItsIt\ItItthe'\ the only villagevillagc lorforlor-

nllle
for-

milesmilesnllle aroundJrnund with a,\ barhM , howho\\hoho-

ever
how-

ever
\,

ever , and Galena residents mmJ"JmJJma-ma"-mal-
ain

<iii>" -i-i- i-

lain

-.

laintlIn-lain)-, muchmilchmilchofmuchofof the troubletrouhle therethere.-

Ollle

there-

moniestomes\.Ollle.Olllemonies\. , trutnI mmrom outsidersoutsiders-
As

ou hlUer\hlUerhlUer-

A
\

. ,
AsA , lorfor the garbagegJrhlge, , "AA" A lot ol01ul01-

II

ul-

itilIIit is1\1rs1.I\ a.II.I lianglItrlg, over Irortifrolllfrom therhe ilavdn(1,1s11sdn-
hen

( , s\%
\henhenwhen\, you} OU LoulunLouldn'ILouldnI' , gel , I IIL'L'IIILLISheriSheri-

of

, IIL'L'I-

II

' '

of, II Iroiron" Ofiii m, I IJle\.eIJle.eIJle.eepier\. 01of IHlIdhumd) , 10to10-

huild
to-

buildhuildbuildhuildIbuildIa, I uiltmL(11I1IIL11I1IImotf( iii with,"with'" IthIth11'LIII.lIl,
" speculates\11\'LIII.lIl\11LIII.lIl11'LIII.lIlLIIIlIlspeLnlatesspeLnlates-

1trs
\ 11'LIII.lIl-

Mr
\' . ' \

MisMr\Mr1trsMrBeverfy\ BeverlyBeverfy lluhndorlIfull"dorfIfulldorfIfUlIndorl" who'" liD was'" ,1\,11,-
1red

, isis-

raised
\

raisedredredllongraisedalong,, , alongllong, the riverIIVl' , and,1IIl1IIl, ! lushl\hlhashl1-

111

has-

lust

, \
111\11111lust| iist\ movedlIloved hackhIC, becausebeIllebei.ansebeiansebeIll(,. , \ee\ sheshe-

and

,hehe-

JndandJnd her husbandhuhJ"dhuhJd, " ., MaxMLX, , believehelwvebelieve-

GalenadalenaGalena( , ;:Iena will behe the "- ginngest
g-

inngest
"g-

inngestarea
"-

gomgesi
g-

omgesi" !;Olne\1Olne1Olne1-
area

!; \
area on theIhe Yukon .

"
Itherehere isI ' a01 village clean-upcleanupde.1n-llpde.1nllpde.1nde1nllpMean-upMeande.1nllp-

now
Meanup-

now

. -

now mIIIin processproce " , shehe pointedpOllltedpOllltedoutpointedOutout .,

anddlld when peoplepeoplc discoverdlcover, theythey-

can
they-

cancan buy suppliesupphe whenwhell they needncednced-

them
need-

themthem , theytheywontheywon'twon- 'two- ntwonwon- 'two- nt'II' save, ave so,00, muchmuch-

Junk

much-

junkjunkjunk"GalenaJunk-
hJJena"GalenaGalenah- JJ\enah- JJe- na"( \ isI gettinggettlllg morelIlore knowI-.now-I.nowI.nownowknow-I.now-

led

know-

ledgeable

-. ¬-

ledgeableledclbleledledgeable-ledgeableledgeableMayorclble, ,
"- MayorMoIYor HuntinglonlIuntmglonHuntingtonlIuntmglonI-

I1JllltJIII

Huntingtonl-

italritalrrimaintainsII1JllltJIIIlitalritalrri' "WeWe"WcWc" haveh.lvehlve. beenheem dealt-

with
dealtllfiltllfilt-

wth
,

withwth, byoy everybodyeveryhody tellingtelllllg usuus-

what

,
whatwhlt, is1'010' whatwhJt Now we'v-

e
wev-

e

we'v-
c

wev-
c

we'v-
e

wev-
e' gotgol a.II..-

Ig

.-

IJd
II-

goodgoodg< Jd( ) , strongstrung, I rOil ! councillOllilCilLoomedlOllilCilJndLoomedandanilJndandJnd1I0hOlhandnohodsnobody1I0hOlhnohods1I0hOlh-

telh
nohods-

tellstellstelh usII ' whatwh.ltwhlt. isI whatwhl, ! PeoplePcoplePcople-

runnllIg

People-
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