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ESKIMO WRITER WINS SCHOLARSHIP - Mrs .. Emily IvanoffIvanoff-
Brown

Ivanoff-
BrownBrown has been awarded $2,4222422$ , scholarship by Woman'sWomans' NationalNatIOnal-
Farm

National-
FarmFarm & Garden Association to help finance her writings on EskimoEskimo-
history

sklmosklmo-
hlhibtoryhistoryhl tory and culture . In addition to writing . Mrs . Brown serves asas-

parttime
as-

parttimepart-timeparttime- hostess at University of Alaska'sAlaskas' new Wood Center onon-

Fairbanks
on-

FairbanksFairbanks campus . ( UA photo )

Emily Brown Wins Scholarship.-
EmilyIvanoffFAIRBANKS - MrsMr $ . EmtlyEmilyEmily-
IvanoffIvanoff Brown , one of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
bestknown

Alaska'-
sbestknown

'

best-knownbestknown- Eskimo writerswnters , hashas-
been

has-
beenbeen awarded a $2,4222422$2,422scholar$ , scholarscholar-scholar-
ship

scholar-
ship

¬-

ship by the Woman'sWomans' NationalNatIOnal-
Farm

National-
FarmFarm & Garden Association toto-

carryon
to-

carrycarrycarryonon her variousvanous writingwntmgwntmg-
proJe.fts

writing-
projectsprojectsproJe.ftsproJefts. .

"WeWe"WeWe" feel honored to10 have aa-

woman
a-

womanwoman of your abilityabllily as oneone-
of

one-
ofof theIhe association'sassociationsassociallon'sassociallons' scholarshipscholarship-
winners

scholarshi-
pwinners'wrotewinnerswinners'wrotewinnerswrote,

,"' wrote Mrs . FrederickFredenckFredenck-
G

Frederick-
GG GarrisonGarnson , president of theIheIhe-

assoclallon
the-

associationassociationassoclallon , to Mrs . BrownBrown-

Concerned
Brown-

Concerned
Brown-

ConcernedConcerned thatIhal thethte historyhistory-
and

history-
andand ways of her people wouldwould-
one

would-
oneone dayddY be forgottenforgo lie n , Mrs .

Brown turned to10 writingwnl1l1g as aa-

mean
a-

meansmeansmean of preservingprescrvll1g a uniqueunique-
cuI

unique-
cultureculturecuI lure
cultureHerculturefilerlurelIer ""HerlIerfiler subjectubJecl is "everythingeverything"everylh1l1geverylh1l1g to1010-

do
to-

dodo withwllh EskimoE kllno litelife " -- legends ,

music , songs , food , customscusloms .

AndAndsheshe is writingwnllOg about herher-
own

her-
ownown lifehfe , as the daughterdaughler ofofaof-

halfRussian
of-

halfRussian
a

half-RussianhalfRussian- father and fullfull-

Eskimo
full-

EskimoEskimo mother , born at Una-UnaUna-

lakleet
Una-

lakleet
-.

lakleet andandraisedraised at ShaktoolikShaktoohk .

Mrs Brown decideddecidedearlyearly onon-

a

on-

aa teachingteachll1g career anddnd taughttaught-
bnefly

taught-
brieflybrieflybnefly at Kotzebue followingfollowmgfollowmg-
her

following-
herher graduationgradual10n from ChemawaChemawa-
Indian

Chemawa-
IndianIndian School at Salem , OregonOregon-
Inin 1928 But she subsequentlysubsequently-
gavegave up hertier career plans toto-

marry
to-

marrymarry Robert Brown . AfterAfterI-

llS
After-

hishisIllS death , and with three sonssons-

to
sons-

toto support , she returned to thethe-

classroom
the-

classroomclassroom in111 1938 and taughtlaughtaught-

throughout
II-

throughoutthroughout northern Alaska overover-

the
over-

thethe next 30 years .

BeginningBegll1n1l1g in111 1951 , she wentwent-

to
went-

toto school every summer to workwork-

for
work-

forfor theIhe college degree she hadhad-

always
had-

alwaysalways wantedwan led , and in111 19641964II1964ititIIII-

was
it-

waswas finally herstiers , awarded by theIheIhe-

Ul1Iverslly
the-

UniversityUniversityUl1Iverslly of AlaskaAldska .

"II" didn'tdidntdldn'ldldnl' likehke my titles ,
,"' sheshe-

cxplulI1ed
she-

explainedexplainedcxplulI1ed . "II" was called anan-

lI1strucllOnai
an-

instructionalinstructionallI1strucllOnai aide , not a realreal-

Icacher
rea-

lteacherteacherIcacher , and I wanted to be aa-

teacher
a-

teacherteacher in111 name too .
"

While teachingteachll1g on the ArcticArcl1cArcl1c-
Slope

Arctic-
SlopeSlope , she began writingwntll1g downdown-
the

down-
thethe Eskimo folk tales her momo-mo-

ther
mo-

ther
¬-

ther had told her - because thethe-
the

the-
thethe children in111 schoolschool"were"werewere" sicksick-

of
sick-

ofof hearingheanng about Dick and Jane . "

Later , when she was teachingleachrngleachrng-
at

teaching-
atat Kotzebue , she helped to oror-oror-

ganize
or-

ganize
¬-

ganize the first publicpubhc libraryhbrary .

She wrote a booklet on thethe-
legends

the-
legendslegends of Kotzebue and dodo-dodo-

nated
do-

nated
¬-

nated proceeds from itslIs sale toto-

the
to-

thethe library .

FollowingFollowll1g her retirement in111

1968 , she came to the universityuniversity-
asas a BIA counselor "toto" welcomewelcome-
native

welcome-
nativenative students , to10 let themthem-
know

them-
knowknow there were others of theirthenthen-
kmd

their-
kindkindkmd on campus .

"
Then she became a studentstudent-

agam
student-

againagainagam andandresumedresumed her writingwntrng .

Now , m10in addition to writingwntrng , thethe-

69.yearold
the-

69yearold69-year-old69yearold69.year-old69.yearold69.year69year-.- - grandmother works

part-timeparttime- as a hostess mIn thethe-

new
the-

newnew WilliamWilham Ransom WoodWood-

Campus
Wood-

CampusCampus Center , guiding visitorsVIsitor-
sthrough

visitors-

throughthrough the building .

Honors have come her way mInIn-

recent
in-

recentrecent years . For her long-timelongtimelong-tunetunelongtune-
effort

longtime-
effort

-

effort to preserve the culturalcultural-
hentage

cultural-
heritageheritagehentage of her people , Mrs .

Brown in111 1970 was presented aa-

Presidential
a-

PresidentialPresidential CommendationCommendation-
from

Commendation-
fromfrom President Nixon honoringhononnghononng-
her

honoring-
herher for "exceptionalexceptional" service toto-

others
to-

othersothers , inm the finest AmericanAmencanAmencan-
tradItIOn

American-
traditiontradItIOntradition- .- "

The same year , the univerUillver-Uillveruniver-Uillver-
Stty's

univer-
sity's

¬-

sity'ssitysStty'sSttys' AlumniAluml1l Association hoho-hoho-
nored

ho-
nored

¬-

nored her as its DistinguishedDlst1l1gUlshedDlst1l1gUlshe-
dAlumnus

Distinguished-
AlumnusAlumnus of the YearYedr , and thethe-

Journahsm
the-

JournalismJournalismJournahsm DepartmentDepdrtment namednameddnamedanamed-
new

named-
new

ad
new writingwntmg scholarshipscholdrshlP torfor herher-

The
her-

The
her-

TheThe Emily IvanollIvanolIvanoffI BrownBrown-

wntll1g
Brown-

writingwritingwntll1g awardaWdrdaWdrdISawardisis the gift of0/00-

Puhtler
of-

Pulitzer
/

PulitzerPuhtler Prize-winningPrizewinningPnze-wll1ll1ngPnzewll1ll1ng- journalistJourndhstJourndhst-
Ira

journalist-
IraIra Harkey , a visitingvlsltmg professorprofesprofessor-
of

oror-

ofof journalism at the universityul1lversltyuniversity-
inm111in l8-69l8691968-691968% - , who requested thatthat-

the
that-

thethe scholarshipscholars/lipscholarslip/ be named for anan-

Alaskm
an-

AlaekanAlaskmAlaekanru: n311vnative wntwriterr


