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Other Voices
VoicesMen

Men of theirtheirwordword
1 he hcrnncherrmgherring hshermenIlShermenfishermen of "Norton"IortonIorton Sound have proven to oneone-

In

one-

inIn 1i1JIIiellJIIell '*'ilJIilJIhatui their wurdlIodword", is good AboulAbout six months ago a handful ofof-

'nrt
of-

rri\'\'nrt'nrtnrt\rrirri, ir'" , SnundSound, < iund gillneltersgIllnetters travelledtrayelled to Anchorage to tellte\1te1\ the statestate-
Hshenes

state-
Ii

state-
N

state-
yardIiN ''JrJJrJyardyardit01it Hsheneshshertesfisheries thaithat they knew how to <fish" 'herring . TlThey travel-

co
trayeltravel-travel-' .

lootco) Ir ""nnin LLnalakleelnalakleetLnalakleet ., StebbmsSiebblnsStebbins . ShaktoShaktoolShaktoolik<JlIk and Nome to teUtell thethe-
"nJrJ

the-
hoard""nJrJnJrJhoard hJ\hJhathJtheit\ thethe\thetheytheand\, and theirtherr neighbors coulacould ihandle allallofof the hernngherringhernng-

IJ
herring-

hatIJ\IJhatIJ"uIJ, \ anuld""uIJuIJd he "availableayadable""IableIable fotfor harvest in Norton Sound-

tine

Sound

Onetine bbybyone) one they got up before the board and quietly and con-
tidentlv

con-
udently

con-con-.
tidentlvIJentlyudently, saids.lIdslId. that theytheywerewere fishermen - good fishermen They saidsaid-
IhJI

said-
thatthatIhJI theIhe villagers olof ';Nortonorton Sound could harvest not only the guide-
line

guideguide-¬.-
linelone harvest levelleyel for ';Nortononon Sound of 1.00010001,000., metricmetnc tons , but tWice-
Ihal

twicetwice-
thatthatIhal muihmUchrnuh, if the stocks could support suchsuchaa harvest They camecame-
prepJred

came-
preparedpreparedprepJred with the names of their neneighbors_ who Were plannmgplanningplannmg-
tn

planning-

iototnio fishfishinventoriesinventoriesonyentones of boats and nets avaavailableable to the fisheifishermen ,

and a specificspeLlfic plan for hohow," they intendedtntended to tramtrain and prurprepareprepare-
Iheu

prepare-
theirtheirIheu fishermen for the sprwgspnegsprwgseasonsprwgseason-

There

seasonseason-

ThereThere were a number of people last December who did notnot-

want*"''JnlJnlwantant to10 believeheheye that the villagersYillagers of Norton Sound were senousserious aa-

hour
a-

hout
a-a-.

houthour fishingIlshmg most notably the purse seinerssemerswinces who had harvested theth-
eI.est

the-
largestlaraestI.estIestlargest.,. share of "Norton"ortonorton Sound herringhernng duringdunng the 1979 season TheyThey-

Jnd
They-

andandJndJndothersothers said that there was no way that small skiffs could harvestharvest-

the
harvest-

thethe availablea'allableaallable' resource They were certaincertam that if the SoundSoundwerewerewere-

closed
were-

closedJosedclosed to10 seinerssemersservers the resource would go unharvested and an allo-

atun
allo-

vation
allo-allo-.

,vationatonatun, , utofrt, the unharvested surplus would go to the foreign trawl fleetfleet-

The
fleet-

The
fleet-

TheThe question ofofwhetherwhether to close ,Nortonjlorton Sound to seiningsemmg waswas-

one
was-

oneone ,utof' ththe most ControversialcontroveTSIal issues of the entire winterwmter board mmeet-

ing

meet-
on

meet-meet-
onmeing producingproducong hours and hours of testimonytestunony and debate IrIn the' end ,

theIhe loulIOUlIlocal fishermen with thetheir" quiet sinceritysmcenty and self-

Convinced
self-selfself-assuranceselfassuranceselfassurance-

convinced
selfassuranced-

lOY1nced
--

ConvinceddlOY1nced the hoard and wonwon-

ThereThere was a great sense ofofvictOryvictory followingfOllowmg the 1Board'sBoards' apap-
proval

ap-ap.-
provalprovaloftheBoardof a gillnet-onlygillnetonly-- fishery , but the fishefishermen reahzedrealized that the
Board s decision marked only the bebegmnmgbeginning[ and not the end of their-
struggle

therrtheirtherr-
struggleclearlyhadtheyhadstruggle The informalmformal but clearly-clearlyclearly.recognlZedclearlyrecognlZedclearly-recognizedclearlyrecognizedclearly.recognlZedagreementclearlyrecognizedagreement-." agreement that they
hadhadwithwith the Board was that they Ihad one yar to prove themselvesthemselves-
IIII11 they did not perform ,. the seiners wouldwouiawouia-

Well
be allowed back 10in10-

'Wel
in-

Well'Well'WelWel! the fishermen did perform and they performed withwrth exex-

ellcnct
ex-ex-.,.ellcnctelence.ellenceellence! They harvested 2,2002200, metricmetnc tons of herringhernng as of thistlustluswntwnt-

109

writ-
ing

writwnt-wntwrit-¬-

ing109 and are stillstIli fishing the surprisinglysurprlSmgly abundant Norton SoundSound-
stock

Sound-
stocksustock> Jt Also by catefullycarefully test nettingnettlOg before harvestingharvestlOg new fish , theythey-
produced

they-
producedproduced consistently high quality herringhemng , averagingaveragrng 8 to 8858Sf? per-

The

per-
cent

per-
cent

per-per-

cent roe recoveryrecovery-

TheThe "Norton"ortonorton Sound Fishermen'sFishermens ' CoooCoco atilnalakleet-UnatakleetUnatakleetatUnatakleetat-UnalakleetatUnalakleet-- .. the larlaraestlargestlaraest-
heTTlng

largest-
herringherringheTTlng buyer inm Norton Sound this season ,. also showed its stuffstuff-
They

stuff-
TheyThey handled all the fish availableavailabe) with efficiency , and through skill-
ful

skillskill-¬.-
ful pricepnce negotiations withwtth the company (heythey sold theirthen fishflsh to , theythey-
were

they-
werewere able to pay theirthelT fishermen an average of $J280$280280 per ton , com-
pared

comcom-¬.-

paredparedwithwith the $$200200S200 per ton average atIII TogiakTogiak-

Despite

Togiak-

DespiteDespiteDesptle the success of the Norton Sound gillnettegrllnettersgillnetters and thethe-
gillnetters

the-
gillnettersgillnetters alat Cape Romanzof . Goodnews Bay and SecuritySecunty Coveuvc ,. thethe-
ex

the-

experience
me

exexperiencepenence of the local fishermen in Bristol Bay lends a darkdarksideside toto-
this

to-
tntthistnt< year'syearsyear'syears'' herringneTTIng season A huge number of local ggillnetterslnetters thentherethere-

ere'", ere unable to findfindmarketsmarkets for theirtheu herringhernng , and as a result , the gilgrllgillgill-

net
grll-

netnet fishery was a bust Only about 23002,300,
, metncmelnemetric tons out ofofaa totatotaltotal-

delivered
total-

delovereddelivereddelovered harvest of 18,0001800018,000metrIc, metric tgns came from gillgrll nattersnetters .. IrInIn-

additIOn
In-

additionaddition ,. a great deal of gillgIllnetnet fish had to be dumped by fishefishermenfishermen-
who

fishermen-
whowho could find no buyerbuyer-

The

buyer-

TheThe waste and the frustration in10 the Bay could hahave been a-

YOlded
a-

voided
a-a-

voidedYOlded iftf the proposal that Bristol Bay herringhernng fishermen broujbrought toto-

the
to-

thethe fisheriesfishenes board last DecemberUecember had been adopted Their proposalproposal-
called

proposal-
calledcalled for tl\etlethetrie\ minimummlOunum gillgillnetnet quota of 6,0006000, metric tons . Esta-
blishment

EstaEsta-¬.-
blishmentbhshment of this quota would have assured a market for local fish-
ermen

fishfish-¬.-
ermen andandwouldwould have resulted in10 a wiser ,. more efficient use of thethe-
hernng

the-
herringhernngherring resourceresource-

As

resource-

AsAs thisthts December'sDecembers' Board of FisherieFJSh.enesFJShenesFisheries. meetingeting nears , I bope-
that

hopebopehope-
thatthat theIhe lessons of thth-ththeth1980'- 1980 herringhemng sseason are nott forgotten .

forgottenDavid

--DavidDavid HoffmanHoffman-
Bering

Hoffman-
BeringBering Sea Fisherman


