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The federal government offi-
Cl3l1y

offi-

cially
offi-offi-

Cl3l1ycially agreed early this month toto-

put
to-

putput $$5050 million> n into a pubhc-

private
public-

K

public-publicpubhc-pubhc-.

pnvateprivateK . , . . . partnership,, , . . ..w.ihipw.ihipwihip. to bubuildbuildd thethe-
country's

the-
country'scountry'scountrys' first commercial-v1commercialv1commercial-scalescalecommercialscale-
geothermal

commercialscale-
geothermalpower

- '
geothermalgeothermalpower

_
powerpowerplantjplant> lant . The BaBa-

ca
Ba-Ba.-

ca geothernal project , named forfor-

ItS

for-

itsits location on the Baca RanchRanch-

inin10 the Jemez MountainsMountams of Nor-

thern
NorNor-¬.-

thernthem New MexicoMeXJco , won feder-

al

feder-

al
federfeder-¬-

al approval over protests by InIn-

dian
In-In¬.-

dian Pueblos intn the area that It-

would
itit-

wouldwould violate their religious free-

dom
freefree-.-

dom and do untold damage toto-

the
to-

thethe area'sareas' water supply and enen-

viromnent
en-

vironment
en-en¬-

vironmentviromnent..

The PuebPueblosIos had been urgingurgrngurging-

the
urgrng-

thethe DepartmentDepart'TlentDepartTlent.' of EnergyEnergy-

DOE
Energy-

DOE(DOE ) to reconsider its plans forfor-

Baca
for-

BacaBaca , on which the agency hashas-

already
has-

alreadyalready spent about S$SISi155 millionmillion-

The
million-

TheThe fmalfinal go-aheadgoahead-- is yet toto-

come
to-

comecome from the New MexicoMexico-

State
Mexico-

StateState Engineer'sEngineers' office - whichwhich-

ts

which-

istsis officiallyofficiallystillstill in the hearingshearings-

process
hearings-

processprocess - but some energy of-

ficials
ofof-.-

ficials privately express confi-

dence
confi-

dence
confi-confi-

dence that the stateate will gogo-

along
go-

along
go-

alongalong . If toso , construction is exex-

pected
ex-

pected
ex-ex¬-

pected to begin this summersummet ,

withwuh completion slated for 1982 .

The Pueblos ' objections areare-

basically
are-

basicallybasically threefold . First , is theIr-

concern
theirtheir-

concernconcern with ..thethethe data DOE andand-

the
and-

thethe two comPaniescompanies behind thethe-

plant
the-

plantplant - UnionUnlon GGeothermalothermal Co .,

and Public Service Co ., of NewNew-

Mexico
New-

MexicoMexico - have been usingusmg , toto-

measure
to-

measuremeasure the impactImpact-onImpacton-on the area'sareasarea's-

groundwater
area's-

groundwater

'

groundwater supply . The threethree-

partners
three-

partnerspartners claim that an imper-

meable
imperimper-¬.-

meable layer of rock winwill preventprevent-
thethepoolsfrommtafttappingtaping of ggeothermalO pools
fromfromfloweringfloweringloweringJ -OclIor clI;pollutingt -
the susurfaceace waters of the Jemez-

IInd

Jemez-

and
Jemez

andIInd otherothet rivers hiin the area . TheThe-

Indians
The-

IndiansIndians , however , charge thatthat-

the
that-

thethe existence of such a layer ofof-

rock
of-

rockrock is only an assumption , andand-

oneone which is not supportede byby-

other
erw :bks :other data assembled for themthem-

byby CERt and a team of inde-

pendent
inde-

pendent
indeinde-¬-

pendent geologists . As RichardRichard-

Madalena
Richard-

MadalenaMadalena , a lieutenant governorgovernor-

of
governor-

ofof the Jemez Pueblo , puts it :

""We'reWere' concerned about our

waterater We'reWere' not comfortablecomfortable-
with

comfortable-
wtthwithwtth what DOE and the compa-
rts

compart-

les
compan-

ies
compart-compartcompan-compan-

lesiess are telljngtelljrlgtelling us They just havehave-

assumptions
have-

assumptionssumptionsassumptions about what willwill-

happen
will-

happenhappen to our susurfaceace water ,

we want something more con-

There

con-

crete
con-

crete
con-con-

"crete

There is also worry amongamong-

the
among-

thethe Pueblos that the airpollu-
tion

air-polluairpolluair-pollu--- ¬.-

tionlion and water-qualitywaterqualitywater-quahtyquahty-- informa-

tion
informamformainforma-¬.-

tionlion , used by DOE for its enen-

vironmentalimpact
en-en¬.-

vironmental-impactvironmentalimpactvuomnental.unpactvuomnentalunpact-. statementstatement-
onon the project , was inademadequateinadequate- .

The same appliesapphes to the afagency'sagencysagency'sr-

eVIew
agency's-

review

'

review of the socioeconorsoaoeconomlCsocioeconomic im-
pacts

un-

pacts
un-unim-im-

pacts from the developmentdevelopment-
Madalena

development-
MadalenaMadalena citesclles one example ,. aa-

highway
a-

lughwayhighwaylughway runningrunnmg through thethe-

Jemez
the-

JemezJemez Reservation has alreadyalready-

"picked
already-

"picked""pickedpicked up heavy traffic " fromfrom-

SlteexploraUon
from-

siteexplorationsite-explorationsiteexplorationSlte-exploraUonSlteexploraUon-- and preparationpreparation-
work

preparation-
workwork onan the project alone . In-

crease
In-

crease
In-In-

crease traffic willwillmeanmean moremore-
road

more-
roadroad maintenance } and law cen-

forcement
en-

forcement
en-en. .-

forcementent for the Pueblo , andand-
that

and-
thatthat will cost money that ., MaMa-

dalena
Ma-

dalena
Ma-Ma¬-

dalena saysys , the JenrJemezJenrJ*Indians-
don't

IndumsIndiansIndums-
don't

--JJ
don'tdont' have .

Finally , and maybe most imunim-

portantly
im-im¬.-

portantlyportantiy ,. ists the issue of religionrellgJon .

The Jemez mountainmountam range is sasa-

cred
sa-sa¬.-

cred land to the Pueblos , exex-
plains

ex-
plams

ex-ex¬-
plainsplams Santa Ana Governor Lor-
enzo

lor-
enzo

Lorlor-¬-.
enzo Montoya ; ""disturbdisturb a sec ¬.,
tion , " adds MadalenaMatlalena , indand """youyou"youdestroydestroy the whole thing ." TheThe-
IndianIndian leaders point tt-

w
to a re-

American

re-

cently
re-re-

el:cently enacted federalr laww , :thethe-

American

;
American Indian Religious Free-
dom

Free-
dom

FreeFree-¬-

domUnjtedStatesAct , whichwluch says the UrUnitedUnjtedtedted-
StatesStates must protect andIInd preserve
IndianspreserveIndians' ""accessaccess to &sites&itesites,, use andand-

possession
and-

possessionpossession of sacred objects , andand-
the

and-
thethe freedom to worship throughthrough-
ceremonial

through-
ceremonialceremonial and traditionaltraditional-
ntes

traditional-
ritesritesntes .

" DOE'sDOEs' impact statementstatement-
concedes

statement-
concedesconcedes that the plant """willwill"will-
probablyprobablyprobablya impact " on the Pue-
blos

PuePue-¬-c 'afigifigi :ctS: ;.blos religious practices , butt sayssays-
thethe full extent of suchsuchinfringei-nfringe-i-nfringei-

nfringementinfringe-
ment

infringeinfringe-¬-

ment can'tcant' be considered due toto-
the

to-
thethe secrecy whichwhicb the Indianslndl8nsIndians-
attach

lndl8ns-
attachattach to the precise locationlocation-
IInd

location-
andandIIndIIndmannerandmannermanner of their worship .

The Indians counter that suchsuch-
secrecy

such-
secrecysecrecy is essential and that to

Identidentifyy specific sites of WOrship-

or
worship

or shrinesshnnesshunts would destroy themthem-

Santa
them-

SantaSanta Clara Governor PaulPaul-

Tafoya
Paul-

TafoyaTafoya says Iushis Pueblo may gogo-

to
go-

toto court to try to stop the plant ,

usingusmg the Act as legal ammuni-

tion
ammuniammUnlammuni- ¬'-

tiontlOn
tionWASHINGTONtlOnWASHINGTONWASHINGTON FOCUS LeLe-

gislation
Le-Le¬.-

gislationgrsiauon that would establish aa-

mechamsm
a-

mechanismmechanismmechamsm for states and tnDes-

to
tribestnDestribes-

toto resolve their junsdictionalJunsdlctionaljurisdictional dis-

putes
disdlSdis-¬.-

putes without resorting to thethe-

courtroom
the-

courtroomcourtroom , was JPprovedapproved InIn-

early
in-

earlyearly May by the Senate'sSenates' SeSe-

lect
Se-Se.-

lect Indian AffainAffairs CommitteeCommittee-
The

Committee-
TheThe bill (S.1181)S.1181S1181.. ) , likehke a s1rmla-

rmeasure
similars1rmlarsimilar-

measuremeasure approved by the panepanelpanel-

in
!

in the last Congress , would auau-

thome
au-

thorize
au-au¬-

thorizethome states and tnbedtubed to e-

ter
e-eenen-

ter
en-en- .-

ter into compacts and othotherother-

fonns
other-

formsformsfonns of agragreements covenngcoveringcovenng-

jurisdiction
covering-

jurisdictionjurisdiction and governmentalgovernmental-
operations

governmental-
operationsoperations on Indian lands..

FREE SUMMER STUDENTSTUDENT-

PROGRAMS
STUDENT-

PROGRAMSPROGRAMS : This1s! summersummer-

CERT
summer-

CERTCERT it1is sponsoring four free 2-32323-

weeklong
-

;week-longweeklonge::- study programs :forfor-

IndianIndian high: schooloor=juniors andand-

seniorsseniors interested in energy enen-

gineering
en-en¬.-

gineeringglneerlng and resource manage-

ment
managemanage-¬.-

ment . Participants will approveapprove-

their
approve-

theirtheir skillsaitills in mathematics andand-

science
and-

sciencescience , attend lectures covenng-

business
coveringcovenngcovering-

businessbusiness engineering subjects ,

make on-siteonsite-- inspections ofof-

energy
of-

energyenergy and other industrial pro-

jects
pro-

jects
propro-¬-

jects , meet and talk with practic-
Ing

practic-

ing
practicpractic-¬-

ing Indian engineers , businessbusiness-

people
business-

peoplepeople and managers - and sUll-

have
stillsUllstill-

havehave plenty of time to relax andand-

enjoy
and-

enjoyenjoy campus life . AllAU room andand-

board
and-

boardboard , travel and tuition expen-

ses
expenexpen-¬.-

ses wfllwill be borne by CERT . TheThe-

four
The-

fourfour programs wQlwill be held atat-

Arizona
at-

ArizonaArizona State UniversityUnlversityUniversity-
Tempe

Unlversit-
yTempe((Tempe ) , June 3-133133.J33J33.13313-. ; MontanaMontana-

State
Montana-

StateState University ((BozemanBozeman ) ,

June 8-28828- ; the University of II-

daho

I-

daho
I-I-.

daho ((MoscowMoscow ) , July -6-25625- , IInd-

the
andIIndand-

thethe UniversityUnlYmlty of Arizona ((Tuc-
son

Tuc-TucTuc-

son
TucTuc- ¬-

son ), July J31313-1313August-. August 1J . ToTp apap-

ply
ap-ap¬'-

ply , write aas.* soon as possible toto-

George
to-

GeorgeGeorge Thomas , Director ., OfficeOffice-

of
Office-

ofof Education and Human ReRe-

source
Re-Re¬.-

source Development , CERT .,

5660 South Syracuse Circle ,

Suite 206 , EngjewoodEnglewood , CO
801801111 1 , or call ((303)779-4760(303)7793037794760(303)77947603037794760) - .


