Candldate

Pledges

Native Department

Walter chkel Republican
candidate. for govemor, told
a Nome audience this week.
that if elected he will pro-
pose to the next legisldture
the ‘‘creation of a Depart-
ment of Native Affairs.’”

Charging that ‘‘the present
‘administration has done little
or nothing to bring the Native
Alaskan into our mainstream
of life”” Hickel gdid the new

department “‘will ‘be directly

responsible for taking action
to assure Native' Alaskans
full rights ‘as cmws of

state.”

’I‘ha candidate said it was
“painfully obvious™ to him
‘that' positive .action to aid
the village people was “long
overdue.””

“My Department of Native
Affairs, enjoying full cabinet
level status, will have sev-
eral divisions...it will be a
clearing house for all matters
relating to Native Alaskans
and it will be headed by a
commissioner whc will be a
Native Alaskar.

‘“There are many Native
Alaskans™ qualified to " do
such a job, people: who-not
only know the conditions
first hand but who have pre-
viously been thwarted in at~
tempts to correct them—

thwarted by eight years ot in-
action, eight years of poli-
ties, eight years of denial of

“their rights.”

“Hickel said one of the divi-
sions would be a legal ser-
vice division staffed by attor-
neys who would give legal

(Continued on Page 2)
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