‘Best Ever’ Construction Season
Ends—-Polmcs or New Prosp_erlty?

By Tim Bradner

. Laoking “up “at fresh, néw
show a grizzled constriction

Veteran stioked his chin ©

thoughtfully: - *“It’s going to
be a good winter. It was a
good summer.”

He opened his billfold and
counted - through -a wad of
green dollar bills: He pulled

out a plane ticket stampea
for homs - Chalkyxt.slk.
Alaska.

“First I'm paying off last
winter’s bills. - Then 1"'m mak~
ing . a .down payment on &
snow-go and some parts, buy
some - new traps and hit the
trail for fur 5001 48 SnOW is
deep enoiigh.’”

One of the best oonm\ao-
tion seasons in:Alaska. is-

just ending.

““It .was certainly one of
our good years,” says Hap
Currington, Teamster's union
president ‘in  Fairbanks.
*‘Probably the best we've had,
in the Interior since Clear
was built in 1960. I wish the

+good: weather .could have

lasted about two more weeks.
“With some of the jobs we
(Continued on Page 5)



Well-Paying Jobs Went Begging During Summer...

may last for a few morg
weeks but with cold weather
we're pretty well tightened
lhwl’l." .

Tn both the Temisters and

" Laberer's Union halls there

were long periods this summer
when the union *‘benches’
were completely clear of
waiting men.

Well-paying  constyuction
‘jobs ware going * begging.
“It's been a. long, long
time since I've seen anything
like it,”” one union official

_comglne)gw“(liﬂ““ns of dollars
were poured into local econ-
omies this summer by the
spurt in construction work.

Some say the prosperity,
adding shots of adrenalin to
a sagging Interior economy,
was due partially to upcoming
political elections.

One union official said, “‘a
lot of these jobs were delib-
crately planned for this year.
The patties in power want to
make themselves look good,
80 just before voters go to
the polls the controlling in-
terests make sure they go
with a full bank account.
They want them to be happy
and satisfied just before el-
ections,”’

What about after elections?

“I don’t know what next

next summer. will bring,”” an-
other tabor leader commented,
““I don’t think it will shape.
up to.be as good as this year,

at least not in the construct~

ion  business.
change very
thiough."

This can
suddenly,



