Five-month-old Hannah Stiver gon her first visie with Canta Clax when he vivited Mo(srath carlier this mongh, courresy
of the Alavka National Guard. He I ur-’r-’ tir Arctic Village last week with the U5, Air Force

Santa’s got a present for everyone

by Holly F, Reimer
Tundrs Thnes reporier

ARCTIC VILLAGE All cars
were listening and  all eyes were
w:lltluru: Dec. 10 for an Awr Force

| 30 Hercules to arrive at the villuge
.Mumni were Santa Clmis nnd presents
for every girl and boy in Arciic
\-’il!ugr

Santa Claus arrived bringing with
him over 2,000 pounds of Chrstmas
presents and food

e Air Force |7th Tactical At
Squadron mises enough money each
vear by having fund-raisers. They also
receive donations Trom other organiza
tions and through community dona
tions to buy each child a gift and still
haive lefiover funds for one commimiy

gt amad Boaxd
This wus Santn’ s 24th anpual tnp (o
this remote village above the Arctic
Circle. About 125 residents Dive i this
Athabascan Ccommunily of subsisience
huniers
Santa, followed by an entourage of
newspaper. radio and relevision
reporiers and photographens arrived
o on pagda e
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e Santa’s visit a tradition

copriirviod Bain page o

just about moon v the Air Foree
C 130 Hercules operated by the 1Tl
Tactueal Aulilt Squadron,

Nearly every child went to the Tand-
g stoop which s abott a mile away
o the village The I-balow sero
cold didn't deter the group either
They were bundlied wirmly and eages
Iy greet Santa

Parents and other residents watched
av Santa kneeled 1o the children's
heaght and then diseppesred as the
proup surrogaded him

Muonths ago, Arcne Village
resubents sent o list to the sguadron
with numes of cach chald ind what
cach wanted for Christmas. And in
st of edch uduli and person over b
yeats of age recerving individual gifts,
the sqpuadron and villagers dedided 1o
By o cogmmumly y;lfl o vl ex
pemsits. Thes yeur o wies a bramd-new
clihes washer Tor u community b
dry fuciluny,

Adter phmost o guarter of a cenlury
ol visits, this has become wlimost hike
wtradivon for the villagers. Besules
Chrstmas presents, the Aw Force
Brmges trkeys, cannied Toods pnd Teesd
i

et Troomible Gilbert sl the pea
ple tsuadly have o communiry feast the
iy betore Chrostimas

Cailbert sl the sharing of foid 1
acbradiisin thal hdas been practived
wnong Athabasean Indans Tor hun
reds of years

“During hird  tmes everybody
shiares food and the chiel mukes sure
everybody eats This 1s how ol
clderly tmghi us bow 1o bive, and we
still remember,” he sanl.

It wigs i welebation. A protlateh was
held for the puests. A massive leasd
wins prepured feiunng such delcactes
an  cariboin stew, baked salmon,
frybrewd, spoghetts, urkey sandwiches

and oo variety of salads and dessers

The children sang Christmas songs,
a magician performed magie ks and
each of the children received a present

Clilbert smid the entire village has
been winling for this day.

Keswdent Rose Lee said the washing
michine will be handy  for  ihe
communily,

IS good because everybuody can
use i1, she sand

Before Santy handed ou presents,
fourth-grader Annie Jumes said she
ashed hivm for o keyboard and she said
shie thought he brought her one.

Five-year-old Rocky John wanted
MNija Turtles o Pac Man. Another
Seoyeur-old, MceGureeer John, saud he
wanted Kobocop,

At trnesd out, Anme dud get her
keyboard From Santa, and she wlready
knew how 1o play four songs,

The school has o sewing teacher,
and the students mude il Jor the
puests. Beaded neckloces wnd hand
e mukluks were given Lo guests
brown therr student makers,

Wbl Chirsten, o minth-grader, wis
awarded u Cemificute of Achievement
for supetior excellence in sewing . She
made o pae of mukloks

Cliristens and anither stident ure the
only mnth-graders ar Ao Village
School, There s one O grader amd
ey Lith o Llih-graders.

Frincipal Chins Scyamton said the
sl deaches  presschool e [ 2ih
prade, and the school currenily has M
students.

Christen said i her class o's tourth
grade pod up. She sand she enjoys i
because she pets o help teach her
younger olossmates

The end of the day was drawing
neal so Saote amd the group wivel
pond -bye, loaded onto spowmichimes
ardd  sleds and  beaded 1oward  he
atrcrift




