ANB really does have a big impact

by Noats'keek
for Ihe Tundrs Thmes

YAKUTAT — Several years ago,
| was o delegate from my camp at an
Alaska Native Brotherhood convention
which was held in Juncau thut year,

Aftet o long day ol attending
meetings und workshops, | met o
relative in the lobby of the hotel. A fter
exchanging pleasuntries, 1 answered
her question regarding my presence in
Juneaw,

"1 can’t understand why the ANB
has such long conventions,”" she
temarked. “'I've been b delegate o
ume or iwo and § haven't seen one
thing that the ANB has done that is
wonhwhile anymaore. All you guys do
5 come 1o these conpventions to
sochize.””

Politics, she anempred 10 inform
me, in oo uncertuin terms during the
length of our comversation, was now
m the hands of the for-proit Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act corpora:
tions and there was no longer a need
for an argunization such os the Alaska
Mative Brotherhood.

Alter our encounter, 1 pondered
whit she had said and concluded she
must not have attended any of the
meetings in order for her 1o come (o
an in-depth understanding of what the
Aliska Nutive Brotherhood 1s all
abwoit

Over the yeirs, even though it may
appear fo many o have been pul on
the “shell,”” the Aluska Native
Brotherhood has been o vitsl foree 1o
contend with becavse it Is constantly
wvolved in events which affect every
aspect of our living.

Take for instance, during a Aluska
Board of Fisheries and Game meeting
n Juncau one year in Junuary, A new
governor had been in office only a few
weeks and hud been in the process of
filling his appointive offices,

One office was that of the commis.
stomier for the Alsska Department ol
Fish and Game. OF one man who was
i serous contention, little had been
known about him, other than the fact
that he had been serving as the depu-
1y commissioner for u tme.

1 was serving on the Grand Camp
Fisheries Commuittee. The chairman of
the commitice had arranged several
meetings with the prospective can-
didate in one of the hotel rooms.

Members of the Grand Camp
Fisherics Committee comprised of
representilives from every community
in Southeast Alaska were there. That
small hotel room was bunched with
people like the ““money bag™™ i a
purse seine net!

Afer severnl meetings with the in-
dividual, the commitiee was convinced
enough to put ity rt behind his
bid for the job. The Gmnd Camp
president consequently telephoned the

ernor, followed by u letier, ex-
pressing the ANB's preference. The
man wiis appainied .

Another important issue the Alnska
Native Brotherhood Fisheries Com-
mittee was instrumental in was in-
Muencing a decision when it backed a
Y akutst Fisheries Advisory Commit-
ee's wsal 1o close the power troll

ot ﬁl shore along the gull coast
from the Lost to the East Alsek Rivers.

The Southeast Power Trollery
Associntion fought the proposal tooth
and nail. It was evident their lohby-
ing effort seemed to be in their favor.

On the moming, the Jday the
iestimony wits 10 be taken by the Boand
of Fishenies, two representatives from
the Yakutn group met with the Cirand
Camp Fisheries Comminee

Two other representalives concen
irpted their lobbying efforts inoother
IO arcis

The members of the commiiey wire

wugh people w convince; the entire
W hours were spent pnswering ques-
ons so the commitlee members coald
become familinr  with the unigue
Yakutst set-net linhery,

Helfore the meeting was concluded,
the committee voted 10 support the
proposal. That afternoon, when
lestimony was given, the charrman of
the commitice sat with the Yakutat
delegution.

After the testimony was completed,
all the chairman said was, ““The
Alaska Native Brotherhood Grand
Camp Fisheries Committee goes on
record o support the Yakutat
proposal.

The proposal passed wnd was wril-
ten wnto the regulstion book  that
ﬁgrmg. To this day. it hos not been
changed.

Now, L wonder of it was o social call
made when the president of my camp
instructed the chaimman of the camp
fisheries committee fo pay a visit (o
the local fish processor o imguire
about complaints reganding the work-

ing and pay conditions our local
workers were experencing”?

And was it & social act, when
delegates of our cump ook with them
15 resolutions  wuching on every
aspect of hving 1o the ANB conven-
tion one full!

These dedicated people were suc-
cessful in getting every resolution
passed by the Grand Camp during the
course of the convention

And was it & social issue when the
president ol my camp took with him
five of those resolutions pertaining o
fisheries 1o o meeting of the Board of
Fisheries and Gume which had been
held in our community that spring?

He gave testimony, using those
resalutions to support his tesiimony

Admitedly, there i a lot of sovializ-
ing which takes pluce at anoual con-
ventions. This is a special time for the
participants, & time when old friends
andd classmutes can renew aequiain-
tances, sing, dance, pamake of Tavonie
foods, entertiin and be entertamed

I s trandhition for Aluska Natives 1o

have fun while they conduct serious
business: any atlempt (o make changes
would certamly be o weighty break
from 1radition,

In any event, the Alaska Native
Bronberhood amd Sisterhood conven-
wons are productive. When all the
delegates teturn back to their com-
munities, they ke concerms regarding
health snd wellure, housing, educa
tion, social and economic issues amd
much work involving fisheries,

All these actions can be used by the
individual camps on local and
statewide levels (o awchieve the goals
ol the Alusko Native Brotherhood

Well, maybe we're not much com-
petitien for our regional and local
ANCSA corpomations; cach  entity
serves s purpose. | know, however,
and for o surety w that, that when the
Aluska Native Brotherhood speaks
people ke E.F. Hunon listen

Nty keek o Bertrand J, Adamy
St . 54, a commercal fishermon from
Yakurat



