I Barrow Ilquor‘EIeclwn Llegal” '

g0 “wet” last September; but no
-liquor licenses can be issued with-
_out a second:election, according
‘to director of the Alcoholic Bev-
erage Control Board,’ Raymoﬂd
: Hackstock.,
‘The; State Attomey General S
‘ofﬂce has ruled that the electiorr
last fall: Was-illegal. - Therefore;
‘Hackstock said, the, ABC board

‘cannot consuder issuing any ‘li-

-censes unless Barrow. has a legal-

ly-consntuted election in which

it again votes to allow the sale’’
* cause it had been assured: that the

of intoxicating beverages.

‘At a' board meeting in Fair-
) llquor licenses,

banks in June, Alaska Legal Ser-
vices on behalf of Barrow liquor

Sales, Inc. filed a brief in opposi- -
tion’ to an. application for'a li-
vquor license. from a private citi-.

zen on’ the basns ‘that the elec-

. tion to go “wet” wasnot legal.
According, to the brief, the

electionwas not legal because no

‘petition requesting the election’

was, signed by 35 per cent of the
voters and ‘presented to the city

council and the <lection was held

at a special election rather than

of Barrow, voted to §
‘:V'Both are ‘required under State W
statutes. . = | . A

e vl

03

at 'thex next mumcipul election

Controversy arose’ in Barrow

‘when _the’ City ‘was told that '
“there was a_legal question as'to

whether it could ‘own the only
liquor license in the city through
Barrow. Liquor. Sales. - Profits

- from:liquor salesof the corpora-

tion were o go into the general

‘fund of the ¢ity for commumty; o

improvements.
One spokesnian in Barrow said
the. city: 'went “‘wet”’ only  be-

city could be the: sole owner of

The city decides who is to be -
1ssued a ‘license and.
board is:bound. by its' decision
unless it determmes that the city -
has  acted arbxtranly and ca~

' priciously.”

.The legal controversy centers

" on whether a cnty can own a li~

cense and then sit in judgment on
others applying for a license, and

_ possibly have a monopoly ‘on li- -

censes. Until recently, the ABC
‘board held: that such was legal. |
»There was a bill in the Housé

that would have settled the con- . .

troversy, but it was not passed
before adjournment. : .
' So' the question rémains un-

‘answered ‘and thus'some Barrow

residents. might find it hard to
decide whether: to ‘vote ‘‘wet”.

vor “dry” in the ‘event a second

election is held.

the ABC



