; , AL
cretary of the lnterror Wall
Ispent last week mrpectmg
ew “helitack”’ firefighting
umt invarious parts of the State. .
" He was accompanied by Burt
 Silcock:state director of the Bu-
reau of Land Management and
“Jim Rxchardson BLM’s state ﬁxe
control officer.: !
/The “helitack” idea was dcvel-

oped by Sec. Hickel and Silcock' -
last year | dunng the Swanson Ri- -

ver fire on the: Kenai Peninsula.

“The. rdea explained the Se-

cretary, *is to put togethier a fire

-department before ‘a fire starts,

- instead of chasing after men and
- equipment once you already have
.a d:sastpr on your hands.”

. The. Secretary observed a si-:

mulated “Helitack” operation in
McGrath and ‘then went on to
view ‘a_témporary field station

at. Minchumina and the district *

headquarters in Fairbanks.

. BLM, which is responsible for

‘220 rmllron acres . of fire-prone

land in Alaska has trained a total -

of 900. firefighters already this

.year. .The crews;are made up.of

Alaskan Native recruits who have

long been known for their effect-.

- iveness in fighting forest fires.
The new ‘mobility “has been

‘provrded by the large 205A-1

i helicopters, which carry. a team
of 13 men and equipment.

This mobility, combined wrrh

the Jjet and computer system for
.spotting fires has made a marked
drfference in fire control efforts

allydrysprmghaspr ced

more fires ‘this year than last’

gg 1 this year. mcomparlwn to
O last yqar) ‘only 19000 acres
have burned in dramaticcontrast

“to-over S00,000. last year at tlus
" time.!

Secretary Hrckel chatted ‘at
length wrth the Natrve crews.

sption-

'm iy ¢ spis
§ . fter.
they are pqoud%ﬁct?'?pe E

less: people, according’ to ‘Sil-
cock. ‘The only answer, he de-"
clared, is a vast educational ef-

Afort to enlist the public’s help to °
¢ prevent ﬁrer from stamng. i

This year. 95 per cent o ihe e
fires: have been started. by care-



