
indian child welfare
found lacking

an hewfundedIIEWHEW funded survey of
indian child welfare programs
has suggested that the delivery
of services can be improved and
strengthened through the em-
ployment of more indian child
welfare service workers and in-
creased involvement of indians
in program planning

according to the survey
indian child welfare A slatestate

of thefieldshefield study conducted
by the university of denversdanversDenvers
center for research and devel-
opment under a contract from
HEWsIIEWs childrens bureau most
state and county agencies em-
ploy few indian social workers
and make no special provision
for cultural differences in indian
families

As a result said the study

ignorance of tribal cultures
especially of the importance of
the extended family clan
systems and tribal childrearingchild rearing
practices have often resulted in
child welfare services that weak-
en rather than strengthen indian
families

the study noted that
although there has been some
diminution of the practice there
is continued widespread place-
ment of indian children in non
indian homes

single copies of the survey
summary indian child wel-
fare Aassateastatestate ooff the fieldfieldstudystudy
summary of findings and dis-
cussion of policy implications
DHEWDIIEW publication no OHD
763009676.30096 are available by writ-
ing to childrens bureau office
of child development PO box
1182 washington DC 20013


