Head Start, day care
cut out, brought back

By Linda Lord-Jenkins
Turdra Tounes Faitor

A proposed budget cut tor
e  state’s portion of Head
Start program  fmancing  was
shont-lived last week once the
word got out about the pro-
posi!

State Rep, Dave Cuddy ol
Anchorage, who s head of the
Hiowse Finance Subcommitiee
on soctal services, last week
announced that $12 million
budget cuts  would  mclude
eliminating the state’s funding
ol Head Start and some stale
tmancing for day care facile
lies, -

That plan was short-stopped,
however, because when news
of the proposal leaked ot
telegrams and letters started
fMowing o the Lepslature
opposing the cuts.

Cuddy and subcommiitee
member Rep. Mitch Abood of
Anchorage, had proposed the
cuts because House Finance
Committee chairman Al Adams
has dedicated the finance com-
mittee to maintaining a 376
million budget for fiscal | 982
The same budget submitted
by Gov. Jay Hammond
$86 million.

Head Start 15 a preschool”
learning  program  lor  young
students. According to Dora
Moore, a Head Start teacher
for Tooksuk Bay. Stebbins,
Unalakleet, Marshall and Nap-
sakiak, the program seeks (o
teach children their ABC's,
colors, numbers and other sim-
ple learning tasks by the time
they enter school.

A 10-year employee of Head
Start, Miss Moore says that
she has seen an appreciable
improvement in the school
performance of Head Start
children.

."k]tl'lllllgh the program has
peen  viewed as oa dav care
program for some,  she  and
Eligio White, Head Start (hnld
Development  coordpiator Lo
RurAL CAFP, sav that 1s pel
The case.

Paren? particepation w all
Head  Start  programs 5
quied, The programs also aie
run one or bwo davs per week
and parents participale

White said he was “sincerely
shocked  that apparently Mr
Couddy does oot onesider the
chitldren of this state o be g
pariy.”

White sand Head Sttt s
4 holding facility tor claldien
bul s a canng agendy
“like a lamaly "

“Head Starl causes parends
and children to come togethes
It not only assists and cares

for the child but ralks 1o the
parents about thew children.

“In the willages, Head Stan
provides an invaluable boost
to children entering school,™
satd Whine. He said that studies
have shown that Head Sian
childeen do well in school
when they tirst start and all
through  ther hite. " Basically
that s because 1t makes people
sell-assured. The student teels
confident and  relaxed i the
[Head Starr classes) and he s
apl Lo perform better. Than
attitude follows them through
lote.” il Whate

T Awers, doector of Ru
AL CAY, was cutspoken in his
crticism of the Abood-Cuddy
proposal.

Avers said he was “flabber
pasted” that the proposed cuts
would be so directly aimed ai

the state’s poor and rural resi-

dents. He estimated that if the
Head Start cuts were (0 take
{Continued on Page Twenty)
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on 4 blockbuilding project

and small muscles. as well as 1o soialize, listen, and di

velop cognitive skills, Here, a youngster exercieses finger
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~holesome  meals, and cleanhiness by brushimg  thes
tecth. as Rogers Park students Julia Vinuya and Joey

Anava demaonstrate

Head Start cuts to be restored, other programs not so lucky
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leacher aide Shernidan ﬁ'i’.unrx- tells Rogers Park Headstart « lass. Room 12 a story
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