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SuTunSimdn) ;'K0ohook'withh1sK0ohookwithh1s' ( oohook.oohook] .
'with his whaling painting which Is part of thetI* permanent'collectionpermanentcollection'

a f the Anchorage HistorlcatHlstoiical andnd Fine'ArtsFineArtsFine Arts' MuseumMuseum.,. '
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TundffTiwSuftTondo ,; Timer sift r.r

WhaleWhales, polar bearshears , theArfr.theArfrthe Art.Art...

tic1tic'tic' environmentenvironmept and ;%hffs -Inu-Inu-, Inu -

pla"people.these'ereplapeople.theseereplapeopletheseereplat( people-ihesepeopleihese" ;
.- ', are the subtub,*

i Joels'Joelsjecti' which 2-ycai-old2ycaiold2$--yeas-oldyeasold- SimonSlm6n
KoonookjiasKoonoooascaptured,icaptured, in hihis

'artworkartwork' since childhoodchildhood' ' daydays.days.
.NowNow., , Infn coiningcoming toto the Tundra.Tundra.

'v" TimeTlme9 ,, thechi , paperpaper'foundedpaperfounded'foundedfounded'
by.bypy'py.'

,
hiiris'iris' fatherfather'sfathers*' cousin ? , Howard
Rock , KoonookKooriookAs trying hihis

'
,handhand'hand '

at commercial andslid bylay.lay.
outartoout urtl

-11"ll-" ' orit "* 'enjoy theheq'opttheheqopt., /,
koonookKoonook.Koonook ., says of6f hihis worknwork

, onion

the tundra Times.TimesTimes .?, It fi'afiaff' ii goodood
feeling , ,he saysays , toto i bO workwork ?

Inglog bn thechi paper founded by

?
hihis coecl6se( $ relative.'whorelative.whorelativewhorelative"w4orelativew4o.; '" wasvva'svvas' hfawhirer

y

selselk( aa noted artistis tisi , - AlthoughAlthodik
( Koonook did acthot , havehave'have' rir

lotloi ofbf contactcontact'contact' withwith"with" Rock , he'heire'
was,wa familiar wUhwith the'lnanthelnanthe'mar And

I

his'rwork.hisrwork.hisrworkhis'-work.hiswork.his'hiswork.work';-.' . "II" "thought'hthoughthlhoughti'he'waslhoughtihewas" ' ''* was
the"thethe'"' greatMtlgreattstl"greattstl*" Koonook 'em-'emem' 1-1-
phasizephasizes ., " 1,

Koonook.KoonookKoonookhisstudied
., his studied peint-peintpaint-paint-

'

ing"andingandins"andsculpturiiit'bOththeinsandsculpturiiitbOththe"
,
sculpture'atbOthithesculptureatbOthithe', '

;

University ;, of.of. .AlaskaAlaska.Alaskaar'F'airAlaskaarFair:; tFab'
,

' '

; 'oankssand'oankssand
'
banks; and'and' ththe UniversityUniversity"

"
oftif-

p
" "Washlngton.'Ilehas'vneryearWashlngton.IlehasvneryearWashlngtonIlehasvneryear"'Washington.Washington.Washington' . ' He , has

'
one *

' 'oo' o( college; Jefleftbefore;before
,
fiehe' parfts'parfts(iris'iris'

his degree , Ondexpectsnd , xpectt to.totobe., be ;,

- - -
-

*
.,.taktngtaktngtgk'iogtgkiog

'

.classesclasses.
laAlaskk

sses Xtt.aa. ( * .,.VmvctVmvctUniverr.Univerr .

1 tity-tityslty- of Alaska at Anchorage'Anchorage'
,

', soon.soonoon .
KoonoolcKooooo , who describesdescries his

non-commercial'worknoncommercial'workcommercialworknon -commertfai'vvorkafcommertfaivvorkaf'
,as being

mostly in the tAneninene ,, , arts , "waswas'was"'
"born'in"Point'borninPoint
"

bom'\in'bom'bomin'in''\,
'"Point'Point' Hope ; It was'was'

not long aflesfte lhatthat, event that'that'
he 'fir'sfirs'first' ,

," began to take
, designs

from'hisfromhisfrom'hlsfromhls' head and place them
on paperpaper ,;' HeI-leIle- diddid hstill{ first paint-paint-

: , ,
Ing atat the ageage of six.six.

"MyMy" father used to do oil
paintings ," Koonook recalls ,

"II" used totd draw pencihketchespencitsketches
of dogs.dogs. Finally ,, I bugged my
father into givingsaving canvascanvas to my
brother and me.meme ., We'didWedid' an oil

'" painting'painting'' ' eacheach.,. 'II' 1 did fmy'ifrstfmyifrstmy Tirst'

, orieone on.onon'.' aa-polarapolar- polar bear , I'veIve' still
got.got., that painting.paintingpainting.HispaintingHis."

, Hi* brotherbrothirv"-1brothirv"brothirv1,
"

- '

.HenryHenry"Henry." , now 28 ,; hahas alsodevelfalso develf
oped into an artist,, doing'adoingadoing 4'
great deal of baleen scrimshaw'scrimshaw '

york.yorkwork.work.. A youngefioungo brotherbrother,19-brother,19brother19,?, .19-.19.,
-

year-oldyearold-- Luke ?.fa'also.faalsofaalso. Is 'also showing'showingsh6whig'sh6whig ''

signs'signs' of talenttalent.. "ItIt*"*It kind of
. looks'lookslooks'looks' likeW .he'.hehe., hit ',

,
canlean top(op both1both'both' '

myself and, Henry ," notes Koo.Koogoo.goo. ,

nook.nook, . "He'He"H4' totgot J'1"tJ1t'real" unique'unique'

"
; ttyle.ttylestyfe.styfe . if thbik/thatthbikthatthink /that.that. style 'willwillwin'

"aa1

, havehave A greatgrsit .InfluenceInfluence.,
influence on the

| r; . world.-world.wprld."-'

, ,
-

,
i Although KoonookICoonook was

; raisedraised'
'
, faIn manymanydifferent, different areasareas,

y 6fbf' Alaska , theoreticthq ' rctac haslens xe,re.re.
i .,

.roalnedroalnedmaimed his prlmaiy4pifmary subject
t jnatter.jnattermatter-HematterHe., -

He "feelsfeels.feels". ai strong corncom-com*-
a a! mttment.tumttmenttumltment ., to the1ilie Issue ; to

' whicbwhIcli,
'
,
hishis Inuplatlnup)4lnup4,

)
i peopkaptopts) k are :;

! , bound ,
When Nova producedpro ucod ai propro.

,'.
gramgrant fottot .publicpublic.,

television4levisiop , ,in(

/' ' 979'tellmg979tellmg19Z9"telling19Z9telling,'" about'theaboutthesbouttlie
'

,
EsbunoEskimo

"-

the'
t-
he

""
, ,

WhalingWhaling Commission .-and
a-nd.-and "thethe'

* ., lmp6rtanceImp6riianco , ofof "whafn-"whafnwhafn"
whalin inEsa

, Ei.Ei.,''kimolfeekimolfee'
kimdt )H ?

i Xoonbokwasonook ,
was'shownwasshownhpwn ,,

'
t - wttHwith K\mcj6fhlaKmcj6fhlaJPme\ of, his political arart"art", ,

' '
, , .workwork.,work 'ln.favor.o(1lnfavor.o1lnfavoro1'!ir

., favor .,o('
, the conimis.conimissoibmla: . ,

1 ' '' 'i'i "

fi . , Ci.yiy. !
.' 'p-

.

p .,r ;
d

?

sion , "eveeve"""WeWe" did 'the.the.the'thethe' ;
., worwont on

location ,"' 'KoonookKoonook
'

empRa-empRaemph -:

sizes.sizes. "TwoTwo"TwQTwQ"" milemiles outout on, the ,

,fceIce, near Point Hope.Hope.*'
w? The Himfilrrt also highlighted hishit

,

father; who jjs!s a whaling capcal'cal':"
laintain.tain,. KoonodicKoonook"Koonook" himselfhlmsejf has
been on'on' many 'whalewhale'while"huntswhilehunts)"" hunts ,,'
and hashas'has a , specialspe6al interestinttrest ,, in ,

thesethese'sea-Houndthese'seatheseseaHound' sea-boundseabound- mammals.mammals,.

"I'haveIhave"l'havelhave" ' studied whalewhalesJorJbr
going .OnOn.,on seven(even yearyearsndw, .nownow., ,"
jie}ie explains.explains. **'Te'Te'The ' majoritymajority
Of my s'iudiessiudiesiiudies' , hatehave beenbeen"6Abeen6A,", on
'thethe' inatomyanatomy of.of. ] Ae ' bowheadibowhead

,

whalerwhale ," These , studpstuds havehave hot
'takentaken' placeplate.plate .Jn'JnIn ' the | classroom ,
but , ratherrather onon the Ice'Iceke'ke' at BarBar.Bar*.
rowrow , .PointPoint., Hope , landland those
places'whereplaceswhereplaces
.

, 'where whales areare faken.fakentaken.taken..
1.II antjinn ?elf.faught/elf.faughtself-kaughiselfkaughi.- /, ,, Koono&kKoonokKoonook&

illpWAAelias! pUini.-iyhasals6pUini.iyhasals6pUini.pUiniiyhasals6. -
, SM pald'sppaldsppaid'spaids'' cJ ,

ialIiJylatten'tlonIiJylattentlon
, attention' tq theiSiirround-theiSiirroundthe'surround-the'surroundthesurround' -_'-

angs(ng of\the'ofthe'thePthe'Pthe\* , ' while Pntnunt ; 'thththdo
'

o
,

, differendif,
'qq' rend ice conditbniconditions , types

of fceIce
.
.ridgeridgeridges , and.andand"theandthe.

, "diedie"
, equipequip.equip.

ment needed to(o take whales.whaleswhiles.whiles.

'KbonookKbonook'Koonook feelsfgels strongly'thatstronglythatstrongly'strongly' that
whaling is alighta'tightatight' ofhdof his people
which should bebe

_

preserved."Itpreserved.ItpreservedItpreserved.preserved.,
'
"ItIt"

hashasi; been ouftaut'taut' 'traditiontradition'traditloritraditlori'
,,, for

f,a ,tong!ong.ong.
;

,time.timedine .,'"* ' he fcxpa"l.fcxpal.fcxpalxplalnl.xplalnl( {" .
"SomethingSomething'Something"'" likeGke that s?h6uldil'th6uldiltbuldn'tbuldnt'
die.die. Right n9wnqw , we'rewere' losing a

lotl'oflotlofIoI'bfIoIbf; ' outour culturecultures Whaling"slingsling" is

ajnfajor'paiajnfajorpaia ajQi ' p24 -of'of'of-,, oiour' our'lcultufeourlcultufe'"cultute"cultute" ,".

We.YeWeYeWi,.
*

e developeddevelpped whalwhallji 1 boat'sboatsboats' , ;

designed especially/forespeciallyfortapecialtyfor/, whaling.whalingwhafg., ,

We have
?

''whalewhale'
; feasts,,, EyerEvery

year'year'
we'we,we'we' celebratecelebrate .IheIhe., "thethe

"

coming
'-of
o-f"-

of
o-f'" ,the whale , "VeVe;Ve .thankthank. the(he-he-,

" whalewhale fofoicomtunQ.foicomtunQ
,
comtng

" ?. *

Itwe"ifweifwe" , WlostitltiiUis! pghtaright , wwellU ,
'-we'd
w-ed'-we'd
w-ed' ' .loselose., lose a lottot of nutritional
'value.value.value'value.value. That in itself would kill
the , culture , kianaKiana ,, Selawick ,

the other Eskimos In.In.. the In-InIn.-.

terior.teriorteridr., they .comecomecome. and getget a
share ,, a piece of the catch.catch.

It wouldwould not only hurthurt ottrour cul

lureture.ture., ,
;

butlint would hurt every
other culture , (of the EsEs-Es-
kimo ArcticArct1c ) because of our

.

unity , wewe )hiveiave Jnart whalingwhalingw It'ItIt'sIts'
justjust the thoughtthouhi; ofbf sharing ,"

Koonook haslies 'alsoalso'
, studiedstudied -

polarpola'r'polar' ' bears'andbearsandbeani'beani', 'ii' nd has
,
ttaadtn d (-itit

-

it i
poinpoint to be

, .onon., hand when
they , have , .beenbeenbeets., takeo.takeotaken.taken. This'

past spring , while working withwith
the Eskimo WhalmgWhaling CommisCommas.Commas.
sion on a whale count , Koo
nook took his firsfir$ ( ,, twe(wo* polarpolar
bears.bears. ""WellWell"Well.Well." ,. the tirstfirst'onefirstone'one,
It'iItiIt'sIts' hard to say who actuallyactually

bears.bearsbears.bears. .,
"WellWell""" ,; thethe Hrst'iHrstiflnf' one ,

it'sits' .hardhard'hard.' toto faysay who actuallyactusuy
caught It ,," he saysay .: "Doug'EdkDougEdk"Douo'EdDouoEd" '

wardsohwaidsoa and I werewere both
shootingshooiing atit K.Kit.it."**

Ttie secondsecofid oneone "waswas" 'allall' U

Koonookkoonoo'k'skoonooks' *' ., "WeWe"" 'werewere' were -tijkingtijking- talking
about ' poWbear'polai'bcaripolaibcari' ,Uie"he! tecallIpalls; ,
'0'and0and'and,, thtthis.one'usfhappt-

n

.oneusfhappt-

n

oneusfhappt-
n

., 4najust'4najust' { ' happbntdd
to(ocomfrbyi"ocomfrbyicome by "

AlthoughA1thQugh wood is aa pcarcescarce
commodity , onod , the'the' ArctfcAtcitc
coasts , 4 Koonook fell In love
with"with" wood sculpture during his
.collegecollege'college.'

adaysdays/anddaysand/, ' 'andand' now de *

scribesicribes ,
himself 'itsits' as a Journey.Journey.',

manman"man"' , eculptor.eculptorscplptotr"scplptotr. " HisUS , favorite'favoriteI favorite '.
woodtwoodOkrere " 'teak'-'an'd'teak'teak'an'dandteaklwadd'

'
-' ' walnuCwalnut;

-jj"j-" yget"realisticygetrealistic'(et-realisttttetrealistttt;-" frjn''myasculpjnmyasculp' 'my''sculp-my''sculpmysculp'' -

turetune, a lot pof,
timeS.timeSWAXs

,
. 1| 'dodo' reprei.repreirepre, .,

sentatlonalsentational 'typetype"typetype'" sculptures , ,

often of anfaialsanimals e,
Koonook , expresses'expresses' admira-admiraadmire.admire-.

Uontion for those of ,
'illsills'his people

who have become'becomebecome' 'skilledskilled"skilled'" faiIn
,

tool making ; whetherwhether'whether' the tools'tools '

bebe for the hunt tinortotherother purpur--
poses.posesp4ses"p4ses.", Koonook-Koonook

-

makes , his ,

own.own. sculpting .toolstools.;tools , going'su4.goingsu4.goingsu4going ' Wk.Wk . .

farfit ''asas' to temper thft'sfeelthftsfeelthe'sfeefthesfeef' him'himhinia'*
self.self.

,

"

/-

.
Although Koonookkoonnok

,, admits
there are a fetf-excellentfetfexcellentfew.excellentfewexcellent-. Jvpryivory,

carvers , hehg Jhashas, xhosenchosen; notnot to
work.work ., in 'thethe' medimedia 'himself/'himselfhimself'}iknself /!
"ItIt""

,
It'sIts*' just goftengotten,

to the,
, point

where It'sItsit'sits' a .
; .stereotype'.stereotypestereotypestenotype'stenotype ' of NaNa..

tiveLive art , '"* he explains.explainsexplilis..
' s

'InIn' In factfacto; oiufinchh oftheof, the'NativetheNative'Native

craft work being ,toldsold ,, in
Alaska todaytoday'' Is aa'.disappolnt.adisappolnt.adisappolnt'

.disappoint.

ment to Koonook.Koonook. "Itdoesn'tItdoesnt"It doesn'tdoesnt'
make.make., mehappy,, ,

happy,,*"* he explauis.explauisexplains.explains .

"I'JusIJus""'1'Just1Just'
doTt't.likedoTtt.likedoTttlikedop'ttikedopttike' ., what they'retheyre' ,

doing.doingdoing''. Ittt , 'doesn'tdoesnt'doesn'tdoesnt' , look like

they'retheyre' enjoying , , It ;, ItItlooki"lookslooks",
,

like theythey'retheyre' ejust
,
just going afterafter'' ,,the

moneymoneyto'pay.thomoneytopay.thomoneytopaytho,
_
to ' ,

,
pay

.
;the rent,,,

like
) they'retheyre' hottrot really Interested In

how good it Is.Is."" ThereThee
, , areare

exceptions ,
among the finerfiner''

craft workerworkers , ,
KponookKgqoool4

stresses ,; "addingadding" thatthat he truly
loves much of the basket work.work.. ',

SinceSince coinlng'.towork'forcoinlng.toworkforcoinlngtoworkfordomiinutouto'
. ;work ', for

the'the' TundraTundra"Tundra""TunesTunes"Times5iibbn; :Simbn has.has.,

also gotten Into cartoon work ,; ,

which he.'seeshe.seesheseeshe .' seerisas a new/chalnewchalnew/chal-chal-
lengelengel'"My'IdeaslengelMyIdeas' "MyMy" '

(deas .pomepomeFome., fromfront
JohnsonJohnson. . .LongLong. ,,, 4a cousin -ofof- of
irilne:Nine-Nine,,"''- KoonookKoonook says.says. AA

"
recent

cartooncartoon , camecame ,
, ;aSoutbout "fromfrom, from a

duck hunting trip Koonook
took , -- with

w- ith- with Long.LongLang.Lang. They'They' got
toto joking around,,

about seem.seemem.em.
.1noy1noy.(ngly silly .thingsthings. , like 'whatwhat' wha ?

would , happen if the ,
,ducksduckii

aroseStarted,
,
dropping ,

bombs.bombs. ., The ,

answer was revealedrevealel'inrevealelin' in ai Tun*

dra'sinsin' Timeicarfoon.TimeicarfoonTimes , cartoon.cartoon.
Koonook'Koonook ' hashas'-wonhas'haswon'"wonwon"- wardsawards

with , his workwori ,
"-

including
i-
ncluding

"

including first ;

placplace.-place..-- .in.- in-
.'-. .

: the.the., I9601980 ., .AlaskaAlaska.,

Jurled'JSho-
w

JurledJSho-
w

Show fo-fotot'tot( -' his painting-painting,-,

."AttungarukAttungaruk"ArtypArtyp"" garuk,
'
. ,, Ahethq, , , , 'Third'sThirds',Thud'tThudt,

'
, ti

VhalWhalF""rWhalFr"/," He 'illustratedillustratedIilustrited , the

booknook-nook,'- Shadow"Shadow" of the Hunter'HunterHunter"-
by'Richaid"tlelsoin

Hunter-
byRichaidtlelsoin

'"*'
by ' Richard " elsoh , anddfew'anddfewanddrew'anddrew; '

' *

1 w w4
I10

tli4} i Over'Overw' ''tottotfor the'the'
,
6ookbook 'What.What.What"Whir.Whir.Whir"' ..

lifcAIng; ? ,A Way .ofLUVbyofLUVby.ofof. Ufi " by jhethe:

i4NatiohalNational Bilingual Children'ChildrenChndrea'iChndreai'
development center ,


