By Bill Hess
Tundrs Times Statt

Whales, polar bears, the Arc-
tic ‘environment and his Inu-
piat people; these are the sub-
jects which 26-year-old Simon
Koonook has captured in his
artwork since childhood days.
Now, in coming to the Tundra
Times, thé paper founded by
his father's cousin, Howard
Rock, Koonook is trying his
hand 3t commercial and lay-
out art, -

“I enjoy the hell out of it,"
Koonook says of his work on
the Tundm Times. It is a'good
feeling, he says, to be work-
ing on the paper founded by
his close relative, who was him-
sell a noted arfist’ Although
Koonook did not have &
lot of contact with Rock, he
was familiar with the man and
his work. “I thought he was
the ;rur.qﬂ“ Koonook em-
phasizes, -

Koonook has studied paint-
ing and sculpture at both the
University of Alaska at Fair-
banks, and the University of
Washington. He has one year
of college left before he earns
his degree, and expects 10 be
© taking glasses at the Univer-
sity of Alaska at Anchorage
SO0,
Koonook, who describes his
non-commercial work as being
mostly in the fine arts, was
borm in Point Hope. It was
not long after that event rhat
he first began to take designs
from his head and place them
on paper. He did his first paint-
ing at the age of six.

“My father used to do oil
paintings,” Koonook recalls,
“I used to draw pencil sketches
of dogs. Fimally, | bugged my
father into giving canvas to my
brother and me. We did an oil
painting each. I did my first
one on a polar bear. I've still
got that painting.” His brother,
, now 28, has also devel-
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sion. “We did the work on
location,”  Koonook empha-
sizes. “Two miles out on the
ice, near Point Hope.,” - -

The film also highlighted his
futher, who is a whaling cap-
Koonook  himself has
been on many whale hunts,
and has s special inttrest in
these sea-bound maramals.

“1 have studied whales for
going on seven years now. "

he explains. “The majority

of my studies have been on
the anatomy of the bowhead
whale.” These studies have not
taken place in the classroom,
but rather on the ice at Ba:-
row, Point Hope, and those
places where whales are taken.
“1 am sell-taught,” Koompok
explains. He hds also paid spec-
ial attention to the surround-
ings of the whale hunt; the
different ice conditions, types
of ice ridges and the equip-
ment needed o take whales.

Koonook feels strongly that
whaling is a right of his people
which should be preserved. “lt
has' been our tradition for
a long time,” he explaind.
“Something like that shouldn't
die. Right now, we're losing a
lot of our culiure, Whaling is
a major parl of our culiure,
We've developed whale boats,
designed especially for whaling.
We have whale feasts. Every
year we celebrate the coming
of the whale, We thank the
whale for comihg.™

“If we lost this right, well,
we'd lose a lot of nuiritional
value, That in itsell would kill
the culture. Kiana, Selawick,
the other Eskimos in the In-
terior, they come and get a
share;, a plece of the calch.
It would not only hurt our cnl
ture, but would hurt every
other culture (of the Es-
kimo Arctic) because of our

unity we have in whaling, It’s

just the thought of sharing."
Koonook has also studied

and has made it a

hand when
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Simon Koonook with his whaling painting which is part of the perma
of the Anchorage Historical and Fine Arts Museum.

nent collection

the cover for the book “Whal-  Mational Bilingual Children's
ing, A Way .of Life,” by the development center

ture a lot of times. | do repre-
sentational type sculptures,
often of animals.”

Koonook expresses admira-
ton for those of his people
who have become skilled in
tool making, whether the tools
be for the hunt or other pur-
poses. Koonook makes his
own sculpting tools, going so
far as to temper the steel him- -
sell.

Although Koonook admits
there are a few excellent jvory
carvers, he has chosen not lo
work. in the media himself.
“It’s just gotten to the point
where it"s 2 stereotype of Na-
tive art,” he explains.

In fact, much of the Native
craft work being sold in
Alaska today is a disappoint-
ment to Koonook. “It doesn't
make me happy,” he explains.
“I just dom’t like what they're
doing. It doesn’t look like
they're emjoying it. It looks
like they're just going after the
money, to pay the remt, like
they're not really interested in
how good it is." There are

. exceptions among the finer
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