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DEMONSTRATORSDEMONSTRATORS-ResIdentsDEMONSTRATORSResIdents-Residents of the tinytmy vilvIIvil-vilvil-

lage

¬.-

lage of Mekoryuk on NunivakNun vak Island recentlyrecently-
demonstrated

recently-
demonstrateddemonstrated against the Bureau of Indian AfAf-AfAf-

faIrs
Af-

fairs
¬-

fairs for that agency'sagencys' practice of dumping sew-sew-

on Mekoryuk Bay in front of thethetIllagettillage\tIllagetIllagevillage\ . FolksFolks-
of

Folks-
ofof all ageages* demonstrated . The oldest one was 6060-

year
60-

yearyear old Grandma ExceliaExcella .
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NunivakNunivakNunivak Is.Is. Eskimos s:s-

ChargeCharge Local.l.ocal.- BIAlocal.- BIAlocal- BIAl.ocal.BIAof
. .
BIABLABLAofofof-

Polluting
of-

EnvironmePolluting EnvironmentEnvironmentEco-
logy

Environme ' t
Ecology is a matter ofofconcernconcern throughout the UnitedUnited-

States
United-

StatesStates , andandnowherenowhere are people more concerned than inin-

the
in-

thethe tinytinyvi1lagetinyvillagevillagevi1lage of MekoryukhtekorytskMekory k , an Eskimo settlement onon-

Nunivak
on-

NunivakNunivak Island in the Bering Sea .

In ,. the ' is sewage - raw
sewage dumped in the Bay byby-

the
by-

thethe Bureau of Indian Affairs -

from its school and teacher'steachersteacher's-
homes

teacher's-
homes

'
homes .

Resolutions and other admiadmi-admi-
nistrative

admi-
nistrative

¬-

nistrative actions haveha'ehae,' been toto-

nonoO avail..
So . thistWs month when springspring-

breakup
spring-

breakupbreakup began to reveal the odoodo-odo-
rous

odo-
rous

¬-

rous sewage deposit area in thethe-

partially
the-

partiallypartially frozen bay . MekoryukMekoryuk-
residents

Mekoryuk-
residentsresidents stagedstagedaa two day propro-pro-

test
pro-

test
¬-

test against thistWs B . I1I.. A ._ practice .

In temperature of 19 belowbelow-
zero

below-
zerozero ,. Eskimo residents ofofallallallagesagesages-

stood
ages-

stoodstood outside with placards propro-proc-

1aimmg
pro-

claiming
-¬-

claimingc1aimmg their protest.. "ThisThis" isis-

our
is-

ourour playground " they wrote .

"OurOur"" fish eat sewage" .

Indeed ,., the BIA dumps itsliS

untreated sewage intoIOto the bay -.

about 100 feet in front of thethe-

vlllag

the-

villagevillagevlllag . The noxious wastes havehave-

melted
have-

meltedmelted the ice and snow on thethe-

bay
the-

baybay in an area where smallsmallchilchilchil-chil-

dren
chil-

dren
¬-

dren play and snow machinesmachmesmachmes-

travel
machines-

traveltravel.. VillagersVilJagers fear their chilchtl-chtlchil-chtl-

clren

chil-

dren
¬-

drenclren couldould break through thethe-

Ice

the-

iceice andand drown , or a snow mama-ma-

chine
ma-

chine
¬-

chine could fallfalI through . Of the
200 villagers ., 989 $ are schoolschoolchilchilchil-chil-

dren
chil-

dren
¬-

dren . So . a sign has been postedposted-

above
posted-

aboveabove the pitpIt.. "SewageSewage" Pit -.

DANGER-DANGERDANGERKeep- Keep Away " . The
200 villagers of Mekoryuk .

whose"hosehose" view from the village isI-

SnormallY

is-

normallynormallynormallYaa beautifulbeauuful panoramapanorama-

ofof sea ., hillshllls and bay now looklook-

ou
look-

outoutou t towards the ocean to see aa-

giant
a-

giantgiant , ugly sign proclaimingproclaJming thisthIs-

danger
this-

dangerdanger..

Ocean tides on MekoryukMekoryuk-
Bay

Mekoryuk-
BayBay carrycarTcarry) water swiftly pass thethe-

vllIage
the-

villagevilfagevllIagevillage and far up the MekoryukMekoryuk-

nver
Mekoryuk-

rivernverriver.. Due to the tidaludal action ,

any debrisdebns tends to remain in thethe-

bay
the-

baybay - insteadmstead of beingbeingwashedwashedwashed-
out

washed-
outout to sea .

There ,. the contaminated parpar-par-

ticles
par-

ticles
¬-

ticles infectmfect the shellsijell fish ,. fishfish-

and
fish-

andand other marine life which", hlch thethe-

viI1agers
the-

villagersvillagersviI1agers use for food . To propro-pro-

claIm
pro-

claim
¬-

claim this ,. older members of thethe-

commumty
the-

communitycommunitycommumty demonstrated carrycarry-carry-

Ing

carry-

ing

¬-

ing dry fish , bullheads ,. tomcods .

( Continued on page 6)66J61)
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1, .- I, seaweseaweedd andand ;:
'

' ,theirthen: ,
huntinghDhunting1titg para-parapara-

phenalia
para -:=,. ?,

.

"phenaliaphe a toto 'showshowshow , their '! depen-depen-:*
,dependencedenceence onon 1tthetheseathe sea . jjV.AA. V. : :, <VVf\' <, -ff.:'- )

"VV" I> ', Forr -: ,

"
., twptwo ;:

'-

years
y-

ears
'

yearsyear , r;" sewagesewage '' ashashas-
been

<'

pre'lsenceto,
beeneel1; '

' aa ',dangerous,',;
,
noxious pre-prepre-

'sence.lo
Ppre-pree-1e1e1-

I

-:--;;,' !,
I''lsencetolsenceto' 'sence.losence.losencelo'

,
sence ., to theth people of MelcoryukiMekoryukMekoryuk-
with

,

' . .withwith.,
;

, thethel:l fftPJftll}U knowledge1knowledge ;; of the '

,
BIA . SewageSew ge ; treatment . , wouldwould-
costaeostcostcostathe"viDagersfeel'thatvillagersfeel, , money1monemoney' ,;" ' andandl'theandlthe*"' thethe"viDagerstheviDagers"'' 'villagersvillagers'

feelfeel'thatfeelthat
'-

that
t-

hat'that thisthlsthis
'

situationsituationwillSitu
yy-

andl'the
situationwill'onlysituationwillonlysituationwill'only-

be
iiOn !-willwill-Will'on1yWillon1yWill'on1y-

be

'

only
be corrected'corrected'Corrected-if'CorrectedCorrectedif'' ,

,''-"ifif"if theyth y have to ..""
The dumping ' area is used not byby-
the

by-
thethe . villagers themselves , but'but' byby-
the

by-
thethe

,
BIAB schoolscschoolool and teachers '

' ',

homes . ,;
"

. ,!,,The ,. MekMekQryukMekoryuk< > ryuk YouthYouth ClubClub3Club3-
Advisory

;?
Advisory SchoolS ool Board andnd City

'" ' CouncilCoun n who 'organizedorganizedorganizec1';; thfttheth demde'm-de'mdemdem-de'm-

onstration
dem-

onstration

'

¬-

onstration ,;' hope it change'change
'-

change
c-

hange
'

:;. IfIf-

IIOt

If-

notnotIIOt , the village will look forfor-
legal

for-
legallegal redress ,. i1i-

Already
I-

Already
1-

AlreadyAlready , apetitiona/petitionapetitiona
(/

signedsigried by
85 concerned .citizenscitizens., citizens of Mek-MekMek-
oryuk

Mek-
oryuk

-.
oryuk has beenbeen'sentbeensent'senfsenf'sent to SecretarySecretaJSecretary-
of }'of the Interior , Rogers. CB.c.B.MorcB.MorcBMorC.B.Mor-C.B.Mor-
ton

. .Mor ¬.-
ton demanding

. .
the situation bebe-

ch3.nged
be-

changedchangedch3.ngedch3nged. . , "

Two resolutions introducedintroduced-
this

introduced-
thisthis ,year , receivedrereceivednoeivedeivedDOnoDO

.-

word
w- ord(.
word .

However , when informed ofof thethe-
demonstration

the-
demonstrationdemonstration BIA AssistantAssistant-
Plant

Assistant-
PlantPlant Manager ChandilierChandi1jer inip BeBe-Be¬.-

thelthel was heard to say "wewe"we-
thougl1t

"we-
thought

"
thoughtthougl1t thatthatWould-WouldWouldwpuld- happen ."

According to the villagers ofof-

Mekoryuk
of-

MekoryukMekoryuk "WeWe" cannot lose , butbut-
have

but-
havehave everything to gain .:"'


