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KotzebueKotzebuK izebu Based
'

ChurchChurch-
Labels

, ,
\

Labels Ctiltur&lCtilturlCi1tura1CWtu &al DanceDance-

Shamanism
\

Shamanismhamanism,, WitchcraftWitchcraftB-
yII-

ByBy LAEL MORGANMORGAN-
Staff

MORGAN-
Staff

MORGAN-
StaffStaff WriterWriter-

Is
Writer-

Is
Writer-

IsIs witchcraftwitchraftwitch raft andandshamanismshamanism being taught in thethe-

Kotzebue
the-

KotzebueKotzebue daydayschoolschool ? Concerned parents descendeddescendedononon-

the
on-

thethe Kotzebue School Board last week to findfindoutout and disdis-dis-
covered

dis-

covered
-¬-

covered the answer might be , "yes-"yesyes"yes-
It

"yesyes" "
-,.

It began withwithaa petition that read : "WeWe" are against- -
Eskimo dancing being taught toto-

our
to-

ourour children in the KotzebueKotzebue-
day

Kotzebue-
dayday school and request it be rere-rere-

moved
re-

moved
¬-

moved from the school propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

¬-

gram . "

The request was signed by
124] 24 Kotzebue residents and prepre-prepre-

sented
pre-

sented
¬-

sented by Jack Jones , schoolschool-
board

school-
boardboard member and parishionerparishioner-
ofof the Friends Church .

"What'sWhats" '' wrong with EskimoEskimo-
dancing

Eskimo-
dancingdancing ?" asked officials whowho-
had

who-
hadhad worked hard to get 580,000580000$80,00080000$80,000-
federaJ

$80,000-
federal

$ ,

federalfederaJ funding for anao EskimoEskimo-
cultural

Eskimo-
culturalcultural program .

Jones explained his ancestorsancestors-
had

ancestors-
hadhad once danced for joy after aa-

successful
a-

successfulsuccessful hunt but that they alal-alal-

so
al-

so
¬-

so danced at big meetings wherewhere-
witc

where-
witchwitchwitc " doctors were presentpreSnt..

"WeWe" were made to understandunderstand-
inin this dancing is some sort ofof-

witchcraft
of-

witchcraftwitchcraft ," he said .

A gussuk member of thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool board looked quite sursur-¬-

.
prised .

"II" think some ofofmymy kids areare-

taking
.

taking Eskimo Dancing and II-

wonder
I-

wonderwonder if they'retheyre' learning witchwitch-witch-
craft

witch-
craft

¬-

craft .
,"."

Nellie Ward , president of thethe-

Student
the-

StudentStudent Council , got the floor .

A lot of kids are getting up andand-

coming
and-

comingcoming to school at 8 a . m--be-mbem-be-mbef-
ore

mbef-
ore

mbef-
ore

. -. - -

fore classes officially start-tostarttostart.tostarttostart--tostart.tot-
ake

starttot-
ake

-.- -

take Eskimo dancing ,. she defendefen-defen-
ded

defen-
ded

¬-

ded .

"SomeSome" of them like it soso-

much
so-

muchmuch they'retheyre' even getting inteIOte-IOteinte-IOte-

rested
inte-

rested
¬-

rested in the Eskimo language .

It'sIts' beautiful . "

"TheyThey" keep telling us we'rewerewe're-
losing

we're-
losing

'

losing our culture . Why try andand-

stop
and-

stopstop our teaching it ?" wonderedwondered-
Mrs

wondered-
MrsMrs . Mae Shroyer , a schoolschool-
board

school-
boardboard member ., "WeWe" askeda ked everyevery-every-
body

¬.-

body . Advertised it before wewe-

started
we-

startedstarted the course .:"'
pjckQ.ickQickpick. Grissom , manager ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska Airlines , cited a SupremeSupreme-
Court

Supreme-
CourtCourt decision ( Brown vs . NewNew-

Jersey
New-

JerseyJerseyJerseythat) "thatthat'that-that"'- religious organizaorganiza-organiza-
tions

¬.-

tions cannot interfere with thethe-

workings
the-

workingsworkings ofofaa publicpublc school..

"IfIf" Eskimo dancing is a reli-relireli-

giousccejemony
rel-

igiousceremony
-.

giousccejemonygiousceremonygiouS.tremonytremony(. , 1I would suggestsuggest-
the

suggest-
thethe Friends Church sue thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool and myself ," challengedchallenged-
Charles

challenged-
CharlesCharles PerryPetry , principalprmclpal of thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool.. "DoesDoes" the FriendsFriends-
Church

Friends-
ChurchChurch have a right to impose itsits-

moral
its-

moralmoral Values on people who areare-

not
are-

notnot members of the FriendsFriends-
Church

Friends-
ChurchChurch ?"

"II" think it would be re-rere-

Continuod

re-

Continued

re-

Continued

-

( ContinuodContinued on page 6)661)
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AFN PRESIDENT-LastPRESIDENTLastPRESIDENT.LastPRESIDENTLastPRESIDENT--Last-.- - Saturday , AFN PresiPresi-Presi-

dent
Presi-

dent
¬-

dent Donald R , Wright addressedaddr ssed the RepublicanRepublican-
convention

Republican-
conventionconvention in Fairbanks . Wright'sWrights' eloquenteloquent-
speech

eloquent-
speechspeech had apparent clarifying effect on thecapa-thecapathe capa-capa-

FAIRBANKS-TheFAIRBANKSTheFAIRBANKS--The--- AlaskaAlaska-
Natives

Alaska-
NativesNatives land claim is a real eses-eses-

tate
es-

tate
¬-

tate transaction , not a welfarewelfare-
vehicle

welfare-
vehiclevehicle , Don Wright , president ofof-
the

of-
thethe Alaska Federation of NativesNatives-
told

Natives-
toldRepublicanCentraltold members of the Republican
Central District

.

Convention lastlast-

week
last-

weekweek .

But how much of that realreal-

estate
real-

estateestate should belong to the state ,

wondered Frank Murkowski prepre-pre-

sident
¬.-

sident of Alaska National BankBank-
and

Bank-
andand former commissioner ofof-

Economic
of-

EconomicEconomic Development for thethe-

state
the-

statestate .

It was not a debate , just anan-

"informat
an-

"information"informationinformation"informatinformat" on session" which ,

most participants agreed , helphelp-help-
ed

¬'-
ed cleardear the air on the landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims issue .

MurkowskiMurkowski'sMurkowskis'ss' fear was that the

-
city audience . Wright'sWrights' address and that ofof-
Senator

of-

SenatorSenator Ted Stevens cleared the air a great dealdeal-
in

deal-
inin regard to AlaskaAla a native land claimsclaims-

LAEL
claims-

LAEL
.

-LAELLAEL.LAEL--LAEL-.-.- MORGAN Photograph

Wright,, Murkowski Address Confab
native claim would take so muchmuch-
land

much-
landland there would be little leftleft-
for

left-
forfor the governmentgovern e t which still

has 77 million acres to select ofof-
a

of-
aa land dowry received at state-statestate-

Continued

state-

Continued

state-

Continued

-

( Continued on01'1011' page 6)6)

NativeNativeative HousingHousing-

Timetable
TimetableRaises
Timetable
Raises DoubtsDoubtsKO-

TZEBUECan

DoubtsKO-

TZEBUECannewlyfundedKOTZEBUE-CanKOTZEBUECan-- a newly
funded federal home buildingbuilding-
project

building-
projectproject for Alaskan natives getget-

off
get-

offoff '- the groundgroundonon schedule ?
George Ashby , head of thethe-
Nome

the-
NomeNome area Bureau of Indian AfAf-

fairs
Af-

fairsfairs Housing Program , has hishis-

doubts
his-

doubtsdoubts .

"I'dId"..dd.' hate to see the AlaskaAlaska-
Federation

Alaska-
FederationFederation of Natives get intointo-
something

into-
somethingsomething and have it backfirebackfire-
onon them ._ Trying to get the thingthing-
off

thing-
offoff the ground in July like thethe-
report

the-
reportreport says may present somesome-
problems

some-
problemsproblems . 1I think Mr . WrightWright-
Don

Wright-
Don(Don Wright , federation presipresi-presi-

dent
presi-

dent
¬-

dent ) has some ideaside'as' about thethe-
program

the-
programprogram that are not correct ."

Early this month Ashby metmet-

Continued

met-

Contin.ued

met-

Continued( ContinuedContin.ued. on page 6)6)

AAleutlent , Indian, EskimoLanguages-EskimoLanguagesEskimoLangu-
agesDr.Krauss

Eskimo LanguagesLanguages-Language-

sDr
- ,

DrDr.KraussDrKrauss. Krauss Preserves DyingDying-
AlaskaAlaska Native Languages

By MADELYN SHULMANSHULMAN-
StaffWriter

SHULMAN-

Staff
SHULMAN-

StaffStaffWriterStaff WriterWriter-
First

Writer-
First( First of four parts ) .

"

After ten years at the UniverUniver-Univer-
sity

¬.-
sity of Alaska , Dr . MichaelMichael-
Krauss

Michael-
KraussKrauss finds much of his workwork-
asas a linguist concernedconcernedwithwith prepre-pre-

serving
¬.-

serving forfo { future study ofofremremrem-rem-
nants

rem-
nants

¬-

nants of Indian languagesJanguages andand-
cultures

and-
culturescultures that have been systemasystema-systema-
tically

¬-

ticallysystematicallyexterminated by whitewhite-
AmericaAmericamerica .

As a linguist , he spends muchmuch-
of

much-
of, of his time corresponding withwith-
other

with-
otherother linguists and educatorseducators-
from

educators-
fromfrom various partspart's' of the world -.
all concerned withwithstudyingstudying andand-
preserving

and-
preservingpreserving the AthabascanAthab scan , Tlin-TlinTlin-
git

Tlin-
git

Tlin-
git

-

git , Eskimo and '" Aleut languages .
Yet , in Alaska , the peoplepeople-

who
'

who speak these languages areare-

unaware
are-

unawareunaware of their fellows in otherother-
countries

other-
countriescountries . In numerous families ,

parents who speak their nativenative-
language

native-
languagelanguage speak onlyomy English toto-

theit
to-

theirlanguagediestheirtheit children . And the language
dies .

To what extent the policiespolicies-
ofof white schools and desires forfor-

aSimilation
for-

assimilationassimilationaSimilation$ have succeeded inin-

killing
in-

killingkilling the native cultures is onlyonly-
now

only-
nownow becoming fully apparent..

Many of Alaska'sAlaskas' onceonce proudproudlanguageslanguages are mbribundmoribund - thethe-

children
the-

childrenchildren of the tribes no longer

speak their native tongue .

What is left will be a fewfew-

scattered
few-

scatteredscattered old people , availableavailable-
for

available-
forfor linguistic scholars trying toto-

write
to-

writewrite down their language toto-

preserve
to-

preservepreservewtitelongfor scholars to writewtitewrite-
long

;
long treatise on .

That this extermination is unun-unun-

necessary
¬.-

necessarynecessal}' is apparent if AlaskansAlaskans-
look

Alaskans-
looklook outside the United States ,

or outside Alaska , towardtowarq
, EskiEski-Eski-

mo
¬.-

momQ) andmd: .IndianIndian.
. groups in otherother-

countries
other-

countriescountries .

In Greenland under a centurycentury-
of. of Danish rule ,. GreenlandersGreemanders allall-

speak
all-

speak
all-

speakspeak their native language -.' anan-

Inupiat
an-

Inupiat
an-

InupiatInupiat Eskimo language similarsimilar-
to

similar-
to

similar-
toto that Spoken in Barrow .

The population is literate inin-

their
in-

theirtheir own languagel guage , with DanishDanish-
the

Danish-
thethe language of only a tiny eliteelite-
class

elite-
classclass and the small percentage ofof-
resident

of-
residentresident Danes . To paraphrase -

42,00042000, Eskimos.Eskimos.
, can'tcantcan' t all bebe-

wrong
be-

wrongwrong .

Yet , how many Alaskan EskiEski-Eski-
mos

Eski-
mos

¬-

mos learn in theirtheirImagevillage\ImageImage\ schoolsschools-
about

schools-
aboutabout the people of Greenland ,
alla1l of whom speak and readread-
Eskimo

read-
EskimoEskimo in their schools , theirtheir-
daily

their-
dailydaily newspapers , magazines ,

bookbOD16 and radio .

The very existence of thesethese-
people

these-
peoplepeople is hidden from EskimoEskimo-
children

Eskimo-
childrenchildren in the mass of informainforma-¬-

tion theythc.ythcytheymust." must learn about theirtheir-
fellow

their-
fellowfellow "countrymencountrymen" " - thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople of the lower 48 .
While American educatorseducators-

sought
educators-

soughtsought throughout the earlyearly-

Contlnue

early-

Continued( ContinuedContlnue on page 6j61

FloodFJood Threatnreat ChasesChases-

Students
:

Students Home EarlEarly
Village younsters. enrolledenrol1ed inin-

Fairbanks
in-

FairbanksFairbanks High School are onon-

a. a vacationvacatiQn to end allallvacationsvacations .

They.They. were evacuatedevacu ted last weekweek-week-
end

¬.-
end on notice schools wouldwould-
close

would-
closeclose due to flooding .

This proved to be a false a-aa-

larm
a-

larm
a-

larm
-

larm but by the time authoritiesauthorities-
realized

authorities-
realizedrealized their mistake , it was tootoo-
late

too-
latelate . Almost 100JOO students hadhad-

been
had-

beenbeen flown home and it wouldwould-

cost
would-

costcost too much to bring themthem-
baCk

them-
backback .

"They'reTheyre" ' probably out therethere-
having

there-
havinghaving the time of their lives ,

muskrat trapping and whalewhale-
hunting

whale-
huntinghunting ," speculates Mrs . BettyBetty-
Magnuson

Betty-
MagnusonMagnuson whowh coordinates thethe-
boardinghome

the-
boardinghomeboarding-homeboardinghome- program for thethe-
State

the-
StateState Department of Education .

"We'veWeve" ' had our evacuation

.
plan set for a month . What waswas-

supposed
was-

supposedsupposed to trigger it was a nono-nono-

tice
no-

tice
¬-

tice the schools would closedose . TheThe-
first

The-
firstfirst plane load went out at
5:30530: p . m . Friday"Friday" and thenthen-
shifts

then-
shiftsshifts seven , eight and 10JO SaturSatur-Satur-
day

Satur-
day

¬-

day morning . By the time wewe-

heard
we-

heardheard school was going to openopen-
again

open-
againagain , it was too late .

"TheThe" youngsters were told ifif-

they
if-

theythey wanted to stay they could ,
but who'dwhod' want to ! Only about
30 of them are still here ," sheshe-

added
she-

addedadded .

It would cost about $10,00010000$10,000-
to

$ ,

to get everybody back and auau-auau-

thorities
au-

thorities
¬-

thorities figure that price is tootoo-
steep

too-
steepsteep for the two weeks ofof-
school

of-
schoolschool remaining . Grades havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen kept up1lp, to date in anticipa-anticipaanticipa-

Continued

anticipa-

Continued

anticipa-

Continued

-

( Continued on pagep ge 6)6)


