
Villages neednee law enforcement help
State law enforcementenforcernept andand-

I

and-

justiceI' justice agencies should taketake stepssteps-

to
steps-

toto ensure that their employeesemployees-
receive

employees-
receivereceive training which

"'willwill' i11 givegive-

them
give-

themthem a better understanding ofof-

Native
of-

NativeNative cultures , traditions , andand-

problems
and-

problemsproblems , according to a recentrecent-
University

recent-
UniversityUniversity of Alaska study .

The study , a report of whichwhich-

was
which-

waswas presented to the AlaskaAlaska-

Criminal
Alaska-

CriminalCriminal Justice PlanningPlanning-
Agency

Planning-
AgencyAgency , covered 56 Native vilviivil-vilvil-

lages
¬.-

lages in Alaska . TheTh report waswas-

written
was-

writtenwritten by trDrbr) . John E . Angell ,

associate professor of justice atat-

the
at-

thethe university'suniversitys' Criminal JusticeJustice-
Center

Justice-
CenterCenter .

Angell said many of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
villages

Alaska's-
villages

'

villages are virtually invisible toto-

the
to-

thethe cirminal justice agencies ofof-

the
of-

thethe state and that residentsresidents-
there

residents-
therethere are in greater dangerd nger ofof-

accidental
of-

accidentalaccidental deathdeathordeathorinjuryororinjuryinjury , homihomi- ¬.-

cide , assault , rape and suicidesuicide-

than
suicide-

thanthan arcart resident ofofurbanurban areas .

Most villagesvillag s have to rely onon-

the
on-

thethe Alaska State Troopers inin-

serious
in-

seriousserious matters , but often helphelp-

does
help-

doesdoes not come for severalseveral-

hours
several-

hourshours or even days , AngelFsAngell'sAngellsAngell's-
study

Angell's-
study

'
study revealed . Many villages ._-
do not have adequate means ofof-

emergency
of-

emergencyemergency communications and ,

in some instances , have to useuse-

the
use-

thethe mail to signal their need forfor-

help
for-

helphelp .

Troopers are rarely seen exex-exex-

cept
ex-

cept
¬-

cept in emergencyemerfencyemergency situations ,

but representatives ofofIofI' otherother-
crimina1

other-
criminalcriminalcrimina1 justice agencies are seenseen-

even
seen-

eveneven less often , said the study .
vv-

Magistrates
"-

Magistrates of the AlaskaAlaska-

Court
Alaska-

CourtCourt System , one of the mostmost-

visible
most-

visiblevisible presences in rural Alaska ,

thoughthougJ* highly regarded in thethe-

villages
the-

villagesvillages where they reside , do

not have the means to regularlyregularly-

visit
regularly-

visitvisit surrounding areas . About
25 per centcen t of the villagesvillages-

studied
villages-

studiedstudied do not have villagevillage-

police
village-

policepolice officers . In those that do ,

not enough of the officers havehave-

received
have-

receivedreceived formal training fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe state . And , most of the vilvil-vilvil-

lages

¬.-

lages do not have the large cour-courcour-

ces
cour-

ces
cour-

ses

-

cesses of income to attract andand-

keep
and-

keepkeep qialifiedgialifted officersofficirsoffic is .

Dr . AngellAngelletrfPhasizedemphasizedetrfPhasizedeh phasized thatthat-

there

that-

therethere are several distinct NativeNative-

cultures
Native-

culturescultures in Alaska and each mustmust-

be
must-

bebe considered individually byby-

state
by-

statestate criminal justice and 'socialsocial'socia-
lsefvkes

socia-

lse"es

'
se"essees" es agencies in dealing withwith-

Natives
with-

NativesNatives in different areas of thethe-

state
the-

statestate . Also , records for NativeNative-

vIllages

Native-

villagesvillages are inadequatemadequate whenwhen-

compared

when-

comparedcompared to the urban areas ofof-

the
of-

thethe state , Angell said .

"TheThe" levels of support andand-

services
and-

servicesservices currently beingbemg providedprovided-
these

provided-
thesethese communities and theirtheir-

residents
their-

residentsresidents are neither equal toto-

those
to-

thosethose performed by the state inin-

urban

in-

urbanurban areas nor , in some cases ,.

such as response village emeremer-¬-

gencies , sufficient to meet thethe-

standards.standardsstandards. which citi/enscitienscltl7enscitvens/ ofof-

American
of-

AmericanAmerican society have a rightright-

to
right-

toto expect ," Angell saidsaid-

Residents

said-

Residents

said-

ResidentsResidents of the villages studstud-stud-

ied
¬.-

iediedrequestedrequested better educationeducation-
and

education-
andandandassistanceassistance in understandingunderstandmgunderstandmg-
the

understanding-
thethe operations of the state'sstatesstate's-
cirmin

state's-
cirminal

'

cirminalcirmin al justice agencies andandaand-

better
and-

better
a

better understanding of the NaNa-NaNa-

tive

¬.-

tive culturescuI tures by the state agenagen-agen-

cies
agen-

cies

¬-

cies .

Among the recommendationsrecommendations-
made

recommendations-
mademade in the report were that thethe-

Criminal
the-

CriminalCriminal Justice Planning AgenAgen-Agen-

cy
Agen-

cy
¬-

cy , in10 cooperation with the DeDe-DeDe-

partmen
De-

partment
¬-

partmentpartmen t of Community and ReRe-ReRe-

gional
Re-

gional
¬-

gional Affairs and Native orgam-orgamorgani-organiorgam-

atlons
orgam-

7at
organi-

zations
-

atlonszations7at? ons , should establishestablishreglunalestablishregionalregionalreglunalreglunal-

gUIdance
regional-

guidanceguidanceguidancecommitteescommitteescommitteescomlmllees for justiceJustIce-
planning

justice-
planningplanning and that actionacllon be taktak-tak-

en
tak-taktak-

en
¬-

en to increase the visibility ofof-

public
of-

publicpublic safety and justice situasitua-situa-
tIOns

situa-

tions
¬-

tions in ruralruralClJmrtrumliesruralcomrtrumtiescbmrtrumtiesClJmrtrumliescomrtrumties .

The report recommended alsoalso-

that
also-

thatthat state justice agencies inin-inin-

crease
in-

crease
¬-

crease their employment otojof A-AA-

laska
A-

laska
A-

laska
-

laska Natives andandensureensure thatthat-

Natives
that-

NativesNatives are placed mIn professionprofessIOn-professIOn-
al

¬-

alalandand policy level positions .


