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CARL HUNTINGTON and his team sweep past into the 12.5-mile12.5mile12.5125mile. -- checkpoint duringduring-

Sund

during-

Sunday'sSunday'sSundaysSund y'sys' 30-mile30mile-- leg of the North American Championship held invfairbanksiincXairbanks", irbanks last weekweek-week-

end

week-

end

¬-

end . He finished second behind George AttlaAUla in the overall times .
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GEORGE ATTLAA liLA , the satisfied champion shown justjnst afterafter-
he

after-
hehe crossed the finish line Sunday to take the NorthNdrthN rth AmeriAmeri-Ameri-

can
Ameri-

can

¬-

can for the sixth time .
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SECOND AVENUEriTheAVENUETheAVENUE4he,. Hu-HuHu-

slia

HuHu-

slia

-.

sliasIia HustlerHus et ,. QfiorgeGeorgeG orge .AttlaAttlaAUla., ofof-

'North

of-

NorthNorth-North'North-North-'-NorthPole-. Pole swept all threethree-

heats
three-

healsheatsheals of the North AmericanAmerican-
Sled

American-
SledSled B6gD6g Race this past weekweek-week-

end

week-

end

¬-

end andaandd claimed his sixthsixth-

title
sixth-

titletitle . The race , which was heldheld-

in

held-

inin memory of Andrew Kokrine ,

was not decided until the thirdthird-

day
third-

dayday when Attla'sAttlas' 14 dog strstr-str-

ing

str-

ing

¬-

ing shattered the mark he setset-

last

set-

lastlast year in the 30 mile heat..

AttlaAUla tied Dr . Roland LomLom-Lom-

bard

¬.-

bard for the most wins in thethe-

North

the-

NorthNorth AmericanAmericaq with six andand-

also
and-

alsoalso marked the fourth timetime-

that
time-

thatthat he has swept both thethe-

Fur
the-

FurFur Rondezvous and NorthNorth-
American

North-
AmericanAmerican in the same year ,

breaking the record of threethree-

winj
three-

winswinswinj eacheacfi he has shared withwwith-

Doc
thth-

DocDoc . After Attla'sAttlasAUla'sAUlas' earlier RondyRondy-
victory

Rondy-
victoryvictory he remains tied forfrff-
the

for-

the
r

the most wins in Alaska'sAlaskas' twotwo-

major

two-

majormajor sprint type races .

Attla'sAttlas' total elapsed time of
243.5324353.. was over five minutesminutes-
faster

minutes-
fasterfaster than second place finifmi-fmifini-fmi-

sher
fini-

sher

¬-

sher Carl Huntington of Galena .

Huntington who was the 19771977-

North
1977-

NorthNorth American Champion finifmifini-fini-

shed

¬.-

shed the 7070milesmiles at 249.0724907. .

Knik musher Tim RedingtonRedington-
finished

Redington-
finishedfinished third at 249.4424944. .

,
,.

.' "
, Firstfirst Day ,.

Carl Huntington led.theledthe.. fieldfield-

out
field-

outout of thetbthethestarting
. starting 'chuteschutes' chuteshut<: s onon-

Friday's,. Friday'sFridaysFrid y'sys' first., 20 mile heat andand-

set
and-

set 'set a fast pacep c , through thethe-

earlierearlier checkpointsc eckp ints . Theri.ThenThenTheft. No.5No5No.5-

musher
No.5-

musher
.

musher , GarethGaret4Gareth,, Wright of FairFair-Fair-

banks

¬.-

banks , who waswas racing in the'the'the-

North
the-

North 'North American for thtthe firstfirst-

time
first-

timetime in 5S5'years5years., 'yearsyears' , began to makemake-

his
make-

hishis move and dominated throughthrough-
the

through-
thethe 16.5165. mile checkpoint .

Huntington negotiated thethe-

trail
the-

trailtrail with a very fast time of
69.756975. and the crowd buzzedbuzzed-
asas Wright crossed the finishingGnishingGnishing-

line
finishing-

lineline moving at a very fast lope .

Gareth was not able to mainmain-main-

tain

¬.-

tain the blisteringblstering, pace he hadhad-

set

had-

setset earlier and his time fell offoff-

in
off-

inin the home stretch . "Wright'sWrightsWright'sWright's-
day

Wright's-
day

" ''
day time was 70.077007. ; WithWith-

Wright
With-

WrightWright and Huntington acrossacross-

the
across-

thethe finish line , the crowd anan-anan-

xiously

an-

xiously

¬-

xiously awaited the arrival ofof-

No.13

of-

No.13No.13No13. , Dick Brunk , No.14No14No.l4Nol4No.l4-
George

No.14-
George

..
George AttlaAUla , and NoNo.l6Nol6No.16No16..16 HarveyHarvey-

Drake
Harvey-

DrakeDrake . Brunk had been runnrunn-runn-

ing
runn-

ing

¬-

ing slightly ahead of AttlaAttla-

thorughout
Attla-

thorughoutthorughout the day ,. however ,

through the 16.5165. mile checkcheck-check-

point
check-

point
¬-

point Brunk picked up a dogdog-

in
dog-

inin the basket and his timetime-

dropped
time-

droppeddropped off.. About five milesmiles-

from
miles-

fromfrom the finish line , AttlaAUlaAUla-

started
Attla-

startedstarted talking to hisrus 16-dog16dog16dog-
team

16dog-
team

-

team and leaders Trot andanq KeysKeys-

began
Keys-

beganbegan to roll and caught andand-

passed
and-

passedpassed the burdened team ofof-

'Dick
of-

Dick'DickDick' Dick Brunk . DrakeDlke( , the 19761976-

champi
1976-

championchampionchampi n , maintained a slightslight-

advantage
slight-

advantageadvantage over AttlaAt a all day .

the pair , seperated only byby-

Brunk
by-

BrunkBrunk , moved towardtowardthe, theJh finishfmishfmish-

line
finish-

lineline and servedse1Ved notice thatthat-

their
that-

theirtheir times were going to changechange-

some

change-

somesome positions . Change positionspositions-
they

positions-
theythey did as AttlaAUla streaked a-aa-

cross

a-

cross

a-

cross

-

cross the finish in a time of

68.686868. to take first place forfor-

the

for-

thethe day and Drake finishedfinished-

atat 69.316931. to assume secondsecond-

place

second-

placeplace .

Second DayDay-

The
Day-

The
Day-

TheThe second 20 mile heatheat-

run

heat-

runrun on Saturday was startedstarted-
with

started-
withwith Attla'sAttlasAUla'sAUlas' 15-dog5dogIS-dogIS15-dog15- team leadingleading-

the

leading-

thethe pack out of town with DrakeDrake-

in

Drake-

inin hot pursuit . Third placeplace-

musher
place-

mushermusher Carl-CarlCarlHuntington-. Huntington , fourthfourth-
place

fourth-
placeplace musher Gareth Wright , andand-

Harvey
and-

HarveyHarvey Drake allallreportedreported thrthr-thr-

ough

¬.-

ough the first two checkpoints-checkpointscheckpointcheckpoints-
faster

checkpoints-
faster

-

faster than AttlaAUla . At the 12.512512.5-

mile
12.5-

mile
.

mile checkpoint on Farmer'sFarmersFarmer's-
Loop

Farmer's-
Loop

'

Loop Road , Attla'sAttlas' team mademade-

the
made-

thethe Turn-aroundTurnaroundTum.aroundTumaroundTum-aroundTum-. with considerconsider-consider-
able

consider-
able

¬-

able ease . Drake then roaredroared-

through
roared-

throughthrough the checkpointchec point over oneone-

and
one-

andand a half minutes faster thanthan-

See
than-

See
than-

See(See ATTLAATTLA , Page Seven )



. AttlaAttl wins sixth title
(Continued from Page Six )

Attla . Then out of the woodswoods-
came

woods-
camecame Call , Gareth , and TimTim-

Redington
Tim-

RedingtonRedington , all beating the dede-dede-

fending
¬.-

fendingfe ding champion'schampions'' time .

Through the final checkpointcheckpoint-
atat Creamer'sCreamers' Field , Drake pickedpicked-
up

picked-
upup a dog ininthe-thethe.the-.- basked andand-

fell
and-

fellfell off the pace slightly . Hun-HunHun-

tington

Hun-

tington

Hun-

tington

-

tington was nearly a minuteminute-
slower

minute-
slowerslower than DrakeDrapeDra e , and RedRed-Red-

ington
Red-

ington

¬-

ington *' was still faster thanthan-

the
than-

thethe champ . In the final strestre-strestr-
et

stre-

tch
¬-

tcht run Attla burned up thethe-

trail
hehe-

trailtrailtrail and crossed the finishfimshfimsh-

line
finish-

lineline in a time of 70.170170.117011.. 1.. DrakeDrakeDrake-

struggled
Drake-

struggledstruggledstruggledover
"

over the finish lineline-

with
line-

withwith two dogs in the sled , butbut-

still
but-

stillstillstillwithwith a respectiable timetime-

of
time-

ofof 72.007200. . Huntington crossedcrocrossed-

the
eded-

thethe finish line at 70.667066. and forfor-

the
for-

thethe first time in the race actact-act-

ually
act-

ually

¬-

ually beat George'sGeorges' time in thethe-

home"suetch
the-

homehomehome"suetchhomesuetch"' , stretch . Wright posted aa-

time
a-

timetime 6't6tbfr' 73.377337733773.37.. forfrf r the day andand-
was

and-
waswas hard pressed by Tim RedRed-Red-

ington
Red-

ington
¬-

ington who clocked in at 70.74707470.74-
for

70.74-
for

.

for the day .

After the first heat HuntHurtHunt-

mgton
Hurt-

ingtonmgtonington had these comments ,

"we'rewere" ' waiting for the thirdthird-

day
third-

dayday , that is when the racerace-

starts
race-

startsstarts" . Tim Redington alsoalso-

echoed
also-

echoedechoed the same thoughts .

Final HeatHeat-

In
Heat-

In
Heat-

InIn Sunday'sSundays' finalfmal heat itit-

was

it-

waswas all AttlaAUla as he took chargecharge-

of
charge-

of
'-

the
t-

he'*of the race at the 22.5225.. milemile-
JJ

checkpoint and simply ran awayaway-

from
away-

fromfrom the field down the homehumehume-
stretch

home-
stretchstretch . As Attla charged downdown-

Second
down-

SecondSecond Avenue there was littlelittle-

doubt
little-

doubtdoubt in anyone'sanyones' mind thatthat-
he

that-
hehe hadhadwonwon his second straightstraight-
title

straight-
titletitle . George crossed the finfin-fin-

ish
fin-

ish

¬-

ish line , rested his dogs brieflybriefly-
and

briefly-
andand loaded them inm ithethe, trucktruck-
before

truck-

beforebefore second place musherrousherusher CarlCarl-

Huntington
Carl-

HuntingtonHuntington approached the AveAve-Ave-

nue

¬.-

nue . Attla'sAttlas' daytime was 104.7410474104.74-
and

104.74-
and

.

and his totaltotalelapsedelapsed time was
243.5324353. .

"AnybodyAnybody" could do what II-

did

I-

diddid with that dogteam " , AttlaAttla-

said
Attla-

saidsaidsaidaboutabout his team . "ItIt" lookedlooked-
to

looked-
toto me like they could keepkeep-

going
keep-

goinggoing " , the champ continued .

HuntingtonHuntin ton checked in at
108.6610866. for the day and 249.0724907249.07-
total

249.07-
total

.

total elapsed time , claimed sese-sese-

cond

se-

cond

¬-

cond place for theththetheracerace .. AfterAfter-After-

wards
After-

wards

¬-

wards Huntington offered these
. theser

r

thoughts"NowthoughtsNow," II can go home .

I had too many stiff dogs inin-

the
in-

thethe team and they took tootoo-

long
too-

longlong to limber up"
.

Tim RedingtonRe'dington' roared acrossacross-

the
across-

thethe finish line next with thethe-

day's
the-

day'sday'sdays' second fastest time at
107.5910759. , and finished third overover-over-
all

over-
all

¬-

all at 249.4424944. . "TheyThey" almostalmost-
made

almost-

mademade it all the way " , RedingReding-Reding-

ton
Reding-

ton
¬-

ton said .

At the banquet on SundaySunday-
evening

Sunday-
eveningevening Attla offered these thth-thth-

oughts
th-

oughts
¬-

oughts on the race , " I don'tdontdon't-
care

don't-
care

'

care about the restllest of the seasea-seasea-

son
sea-

son

¬-

son . I'mIm'' satisfied withwithwhatwhatwhat-

I've
what-

I'veI'veIve'' done so far "
. If that werewere-

true
were-

truetrue that could be the best newsnews-

that
news-

thatthat George'sGeorges' competition hashas-

heard
has-

heardheard all year .


