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at the turn of the cencenturyturye 0 0 0

jimmy dukesukes roaroadhousehousesa

LUXURYXURY FOR0 TRAPPEDRAP RS AANDD MIMINERSN RS
by MRS DOBBS

information provided by
85 year old titus bettis

perhaps it wasnt the best in
comfort or looks but in those
parts in those days jimmy
dukes roadhouse seemed like
the hilton hotel to cold and
weary trappers and miners

the building was of cotton-
wood and spruce logs and was
divided into two parts one the
front portion which faced the
tanana river was the dining
room where so many pots of
beans jimmys cooks were so
famous for were served

As with the trading post
guests were greeted with the
sight of a bear rug jimmys si-
lent reminder to careless guests
that they were to wipe the snow
and mud off their boots before
they stepped any further

just inside the door and to
the right was the mammoth cast
iron cookstove surrounded with
cooking pots and utensils which
hung on the walls

after hanging their parparkasparkasonmarkasonkasonon
wooden pegs guests seated them-
selves on benches at one of two
long serving tables which occu-
pied the room

while they waited for their
food guests could entertain
themselves by studying pictures
on the walls the pictures were
jimmy dukes favorites a pic-
ture of his bewhiskered father
jimmy duke sr or a framed
portrait of the confederate gen-
eral robert E lee jimmy ori-
ginally came from the south and
his father had figured prominent-
ly in shermanssheriansShermans army during the
civil war

in the northwest comer of
the dining room was an enclosed
cubicle room used as a cooks
area and for food storagestoragejimjim-
mtybyjmyj who saes&eseemstoseemmsmstos to have been
temiied of thee thought of firerhi
daily woittwoimt bringring over the furs
from the trading post after clos
ing hoursbours

the furs were put totojiightlynightly
storage in this cubicle ioroomom if
you found a hair in your food
you never blamed it on the
cook but jimmy knew there
always was somebody awake and
alert to keep the fires going at
the roadhouse the thought that
his trading furs might be destroy-
ed by fire during the hours the
trading post was unoccupied
was a thought that jimmy evi-
dently could not bear

after eating guests would pay
the cook the standard price for
their meal SLOO if they plan-
ned on spending the night their
bill was upped for the customary
per night rate 50t50

passing through the door
which connected the dining area
with the bunk area the guests
found themselves in a room lit-
erally lined with beds four top
four bottom on either side of
the narrow roomroam

most of the carpentry work
for both the tracingtraoingtrabing post and
roadhouse was masterminded by
a man named adolph nelsonnelsononelsoni he
was better known as two cord
nelson which was derived from
his ability so it was said to cut
deliver and stack two cords of
firewood to his cutsomerscutsomers in one
days time

the furniture built by nelson
was of necessity in those early
pioneering days for alaska crude
but it was mostcertainlymost certainly service-
able and above all sturdy nel-
son

nei-
son had furnished the roadhouseroadhouse
dining room with two long eating
tables with tops made of hand
hewn cottonwood planks lashed
together and supported by birch
log legs of commendable dia

meter benches of equal length
andard sturdiness provided seating
for guests during meals

A glimmer of ingeniousness
had been employed in construct-
ing bunks for the sleeping quar-
ters using planks similar to those
used in the dining tables and
benches the bunks were built
outward horizontally in right
angles from the walls these
were in the form of shallow
wooden frames and were sup-
ported on the outer edge by lad-
ders which gave easy access to
the higher bunks

around the perimeter of each
of these frames close to the
bottom edge nelson had drilled
a series of holes with a hand
auger through these holes strips
of bearhide was webbed and in-
terlacedterlaced to form a sort of bed-
springs on top of the bearhide
webwork were placed ticking
material palletsballets filled with hay
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andor dried grass titus bettis
attests the bunks were quite
comfortable

at the far end of the bunk-
house and to the left of the rear
door was another of nelsonsbelsonsNelsons
indestructible tables this one
however was of a somewhat
smaller size and served as a wash-
stand facilities for shaving were
handy as was a small washtub
for handwashinghandwashing a few clothing
items A makeshift clothesline
directly over the washstandashstand near-
ly always held a few drying items
of clothing

A short distance from the
side door to the east was a small
log cubicle which enclosed a
rope and pulley well this well
supplied both the roadhouse and
trading post with whatever wa-
ter was needed

of course accomodationsaccommodations for
dogteamsdogteams were available guests
tied their teams in the area sur-
rounding the back door of the
bunkhouse

heat was provided by two
drumlikedrum like castironstironcastilonca stoves the
stove in the dining room held
4 foot logs the stove in the

bunkhouse was smaller stood
upright and burned 2 foot logs

light came from kerosene
lamps several hung from the
apex of the beamed ceiling and
several others took intermittent 1

spots along the lengths of the
eating tables

in one era of the history ofofaofj
jimmy dukes roadhouse visi
tors were served their meals by
belle starrstaff al starrsstaffs sister

1I whobhojwhoj
worked there on summer while j
visiting nenanabenana from her homed
totownwn of tanana three way
annie from mcgrath who was
so quick of movement that she
seemed to be going three direc-
tions at once crippled minnie
oats or a woman from mcgrathMcGrathh

called black bear
familiar local faces in the

dining hall were sawdust john
shorty charlie who was more
often called bby his nickname
shorty ribs a norwegian

fellow called bismarck george
duncan john anderson oliver
lee and a clerk from jimmy
dukes trading post whom thethe1thea
local girls quite loving dubbed I1

goo gahgahbabybaby

you tell them
indians there would

be two bridges theyd
take you for lunatic y

EDITORS NOTEsNOTE we are sorry that mrs dobbs first
name was not available when jimmy dukes roadhouse story
was set alfred starr of nenanabenana furnished further information
on mrs dobbsoobbsbobbs story of the early days in nenanabenana alfred
starr said sent this other article back the one type we
might be able get it on ALASKA formerly ALASKA
SPORTSMAN because it about frontier days up here and
history early days in alaska

nenanabenana alaska
march 4 19197070

dear sir
I1 am sending this article about jim duke road

house as it was between about 1904 and 1914
I1 ask titus bettis who traded for years with jim

duke tell this story this article written by mrs
dobbs I1 hope you will getet this on the tundra times
to show what it lookloof like in early days here

I1 came here in 1910 1I give talk at civic center
february 28 11Us 30 am about what I1 know here in
nenanabenana 1910 to 1914 there was only about 10
white people here in 19191010

the natives were out all winter and some of them
in summersummer ddryingryin meat and Jfishahqh living off the coun
try like they alwaysalways did before white man came

few whites started to show up by 1904 the
winter trail went through dunbar those dadaysys all the
travel went down to tanana and yukon I1 went
through dunbar so nenanabenana was prettypretty well isolated
in winters summer was different all steamboats
going to fairbanks in 1910

lots natives work on riverboatsriverboats those days besides
living off country in winter fur was cheap butbutfoodfood
was cheaper then too so was not too bad early days

you tell them old indians there will be two bridges
here railroad and highway clear station will be out
here in 1970 they would have taken you for a luna-
tic

in 1913 we lost a horse in july which mission
paid tat770000 for

I1 made two trips up nenanabenana river that summer
first was in august with bunch of boys none was
over 16 all under we went 10 milesniles and started to
play on sand bars we run out of food had to come
backbaik

I1 went with mr tatum late september no blan-
kets we live off rabbit roast by fire over two weeks
we went little below ferry I1 seen three white pros-
pectors with rowboat above rex I1 dont know how
they got that far upriver swift current on nenanabenana
river

one indian camp old bettis old esau where rex
bridge is now someone told us those days there be
highway through nenanabenana canyon bridgebridg at rex me
and mr tatum would taken him for1unaticfor lunatic

it sure did not look there wilfwig ananythingythingathing around
later

print mym letter on tundra timestimer too with this
other artickarticle

sincerely
Aalfred Sstarrtarr Sar5rr
PO box 424 nenanqanenanaalaskalaska

specialSpecac1
0a1 attentionattention

0 to
tuberculosisiTuberculosistubercuiTubercuiOSILSI

0

i HEW
alaska senator ted stevens

said today that he had been as-
sured by secretary robert 0
finch of the department of
healthyhealth education and welfare
that the alaska request for fu-
ture project grants to fund the
tuberculosis control program in
our state will be given special
attention by HEWhewogewo

the senior senator for alas-
ka praised Secresecretarysecretatytaty finch for
his quick recognition and favor-
able response to the critical alas-
ka problem

the secretary has told me
he is aware that alaska possesses
a unique regional need for special
project funds to combat this
dread disease said senator ste-
vens 1I am confident that we
will have this fulltllall support in
continuing the tuberculosis pro-
gram in alaska at its necessary
level

senator stevensstevenssaidsaid thatthaUthaunostnost
alaskansalaskasAlaskans wereawardreawardwerewe aware ofbf theifiiifie crisis
the tubetuberculosisrculosis program in alas-
ka facedfacefacechastlatcHast yearyeai whenwhenvbebecausecause
ofot our itavesitatesstates low population it
was indicated thatthau the levellevelofof
federalfe eral formulafundsforinutafundstoformula funds to conductconduct
theth gukltukltuberculosistubercul6sisk raulorculo sis program would
bbejdrasticallydrasticallybej14luasiemy reduced

secsecretarydetaryretary finchench responded

at that time by awarding alaska
a special grant of 232000 en-
abling this vital program to be
continued in our state at the
required level 11 said senator ste-
vens

ahrcawcfcisAHRC awards
pins to four of
its empemployeesloyees

four employees of afetlfeffe arcarctici
health research center received
length of service certificates1CertificatesCertificateil1
and pins in a recent ceremonylceremony

necipreciprecipient1
bentient of the 20 year ser

vice certificate was dr Kithkathrynakathryn7Kathrynry 7

sommerman5ommennan with 5 yeayearsrs prion
federal service ininthethe department
odtheofthe army andnd Deptdepartmentdeptmeritmerit oilofA
agriculture 4 she joined AHRC
jnin 1.11955955 ind hashash been chief of
the antomentomologyantomologyology sectionseciton ssinceince

i

1960 I1

receiving the 10 year serviceservic&
certificates were elmer feltzfelizI1 1

chief of viiologysihcevirology since 1959 I1

mnniscarrolldennis carroll centeiwacentecenterwarehouseiwarehouserehousi 1

inanman since 1968 with nine years
service anandd merlie hilcheHilhughesshughesihilghegheis if

AHRC librarian since 1959


