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state senator joe josephson
has urged the legislative council
to reject the argument that state
participation in a native land
claims settlement would be un-
constitutional and has expressed
the hope that the present legis-
lature would be the first in his-
tory to participate fairly in a
settlement

josephsonsaidjosephson said that the advice
given the legislative councirbyc&ffiiiityCouncirby
juneau attorney avrum gross
that sstatetate partparticipationiciicipationpation would
be unconstitutional did not in
his judgment take into account
the federal court decisiohdecision in the
nenanabenana case

this decision he said
atclearly indicated that the Statstandistateystatdidi

selected land is exposediscosedCosed to po
tenoiartentiarfenti11 claims byb alaska nativesnifiefifie

bemidhesaldhemidHe sald every sovereign statestated
mumustst havehave7thethe inherentinherent-ppowerowe r to
dispose of existingexist ilig or potential
adverse claims

josephsonjosephSon who is an attor-
ney said it is ironic that the
attorney generalGenergeneralougeneralofalofof the state
who argues againstagainsi estifetstifestate papartici-
pation

rbicitici
on the ground of ststateaite

sovereignty would fail tot0 see the
constitutional issues iiithisiniii this con-
text

he said he feared that the
states position would lead to
endless litigation

josephson is a democratic
candidate for the united states
senate seat now held by sena-
tor ted stevens


