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Aniak Opposes BIM
,

minmineralral ' propJSalproposal ,

:

by Esther DonhauserDonhauser-
Anlak

Donhauser-
AniakAnlakAniak CorrespondentCorrespondent-

The
Correspondent-

TheThe felleralfederal guvcrnmenlgovernment isis-

planningplanning to upenopen up as much-
al

much-
as

much
alas! 3.s3s3.535.. million acres in Ithethe-
Kuskokwim

hehe-

KUlkokwimKUlkokwimKuskokwim! rregiongion for minermineralmineral-
development

llll-
developmentdevelopment andandletllemcntandsettlementletllemcntsettlement! inin-

thc
in-

thethcthe next few years . HearingsHearings-
werc

Hearings-
werewercwere held in AuiakAniak lalastt week-
to

weekweek-

toto guage locatboat feeling ., andand-
while

and-
whilewhile few tillagers\ ilIagcr , lhuwcdshowed! up atat-
the

at-
thethe mcctil\mcctilmcctilthmemeeting\ . thmeIhose who diddid-

cxprelscd
did-

expressedcxprelscdexpressed! apprehcnlionapprehension! merover thethe-
plan

the-
planplan ., andandsomeol11esome I11hgi\lIlgI11hgilIlgntisgrltngss\ . that aa-

greatergreaterm alcr effurtef1ortef1 ort wawas. nulnut mademade-
to10to fmdfindfmdoufindoutououtI how Ithehe peoplepeople-
felt

people-
feltfeltfelt-

HClman

felt-

IletHClmanIlet man Morganlbtorgan obJclledobjected.: toto-

I

to-
opening

to-
openingopening up thcthe land at allall-

lie
all-

He
I

lieHe argued that 11it U S BUreauBUreau-
of

Bureau-
ofof I' lnditul; mglnanagel1H'ntlnanagel1Hnt; nagentent' offkloffictahoffictah-
had

l ,
had gOl1fgone h1lIIOuse{ " Ilto) houliehuuse thetheythey-
wouldwould hachoseha\ha\ c foundfoundmostmOltmost! longlung .

term rClldenhresident! , agamstagainst andan upenopen .

ingings .

PlanlPlans! call 1'01101tot' openl11gopening thethe-
Illit

the-
IditarodIllitIditarodarod and GeurgeGeorge RhRiserer arcaarea .

for mineral lealingleasing! ., mineral 10(o '

\ calcationion ., and sale or lealclease! forfor-
lctllcmel1t

for-
settlementlctllcmel1tsettlement! witlUI1within that area .

MmcralMtnera1 lealeasinging and E11IEm nrrrr-
will

n-
willwillwillnUlnUlnot heginbegin rOIfot 55yearsyearyears) ,. ThiThisThis-

decisiondeC1\IOIldeC1IOIldecision:\ wIll affeciaffect the villagesvillages-

of
\'11age)

ufof Upper and LuwerLower KalskagKaiskag .

AmakAniak . Chuathbaluk(1103111031( hbaluk ,. CrookedCrooked-
Creek

Crooked-
CreekCreek ., Red Devil.. Sleelll1U1eSleetmute .,

StonySIOI1 RIver ., An\'lkAn'lklkAnvik\' , Shageluk .

,\ Grayling and Holy CmsCrossCross-
It

)

.
It W11will! dlrecllydirectly affecraffect AniakAniak-

because
IIItbccaubecausee omesome') of tthehe land beingbeing-

opened
being-

openedopened up on January 11stSI .

,
'

1985 is) righttight aacross<.: m I! the rivet
't from AmakAniak ,.

'tt''tfromThe meeting . which was heldheld-
on

held-
onon June 11thII th , was atattendedattended-

's
tendedtended.-

J

.
'ss' by only a few locals , althoughalthough-

the
although-

I
although-

the.JJI the primary purpose of BLMBLM-
pcn.onat

BLM-
personalpcn.onatpcnonatpersonal. being OUIout here wawaswas-
to: 10to explain what lands wouldwould-
opentf open up ., and to get local input .

The Proposed Actions that-
BLM

that
BLM will take are 1)1) MineralMineral-
Leasing11BLM:
Leasing-LeasingLeasingLand- Land leasing for oil andand-

I

and-
gas

and-
gas

I

gas exploration and drilling .,

t( 2)2) Mineral EntryEntry-EntryLand.- land availableavailable'-
t'-t-'-tt'-tfor'

.

-+ for Mine ClaimClaims:> , hardrockhardrockandandand-
placer

.
plalerplacer: mines . 3)3) SettlementSettlement-Settlement-
land

.-

landlandavailableavailable for homesites ,
} trade and munufacturing ., and
) Headquarter Sites :'. ' ,

Under Mineral Leasing guide .

lines they shouldshouldnotnot open anyany-
kk- lands that would affect subsissubss( .
7.7-

lance.JJ..Jtancetancelance usage .,

,.
Under Mineral Entry theythey-

would
,

would open all lands not pre ,

sently open to mining exceptexcept-
along

except-
alongalong the OkawaHk"RiverOkawaHkRiverOskawalikRiver)

". , . UnUn-Un-

der

.-

'
,
1, der the Settlement BLM wouldwould-

openopen al1all lands under FederalFederal-
Land. Land Policy Management ActAct-
FLPML

Act-

FLPML(FLPML) .
I' BLM has committed themthem-

selves

.

selves lto opening land in thethe-

Block
"

. Block for SetflementSettlement purposespurposes-
Robert

.

' Robert Conquergood , areaareare-
manager: )'

,
manager of the BLM ; said ,

- --- -

I

"It'sIts"ItIt" '\ in thcthe public interest..

"

he statedstaled ,. This can be donedune inin-

tw
in-

twu, twtwu, ) ways , elthcreither under the lawslaws-

permilliug
laws-

permittingpermilliugpermitting homesitehontesites , or undertinderunder-
the

tinder-
thethetheII Federal Land Policy Man .

agemcntagentent AltAct: ( FLPMA ) .

AtIt this time BLMLM is suppor .

ting sellsettlementlement undertinder FLPMA .

Under laws pcrmlttingpermitting home-homehome-
ltc

home-
sites

-

sitesltc ,. anyone Is allowed to comecome-
in

come-
inin anandandstakCstakCtak parcels "OfOf'"of land .,

without crecningscreening from BLMBLM-
Or

LMLM-

oror tppro\'altppro'alalapproval\' from ncarbynearbyncarby11'
\1111vilvil-

lages
\' .

lagcslages
lagcsUnderlagesUnder

Under FLPMA l11yoncanyone 11\11in\11thethethe-
U.S

the-
U.SU.SUS. . can applapply I'mImlot' land , howevelhowevethowevet-
BLMLMwuuldBLMwouldBLMLM wuuldwould holllholdholllaholdaa hearing onon-
il

on-
itilit ., and if the applicant meelsmeetsmeels-
Iheir

meets-
theirIheirtheir approvalapprovalandand the approvalapproval-
ofof IhoseIJiuse conconcernederned ., ttheyhe } wouldwould-
gel

would-
getgelget ththatt land .

Al'cordingAlcordingAccording' 10to Conquergood .

in 11mtits way ., "WeWe"" have betterbetter-
control

better-
controlcontrolcontrol in maintaining Ihethe kindkind-
of

kind-
ofof lifhtylelifestyle folks want out here .,

"

Kevin Meyers ., Natural reore-re-

I MHHlesource.: lpccispecialist! : list : stated that .,

"LessLess" than 5S percpercentnt ufof thisthis-
land

this-
landland is habitable ,,

" Local reslresi-resiresi-
dent

.-

dent RayKay PPetersonterson ,responded byby-
I

by-

saying
I

\'
saying that they were doingdoing-
aa sludystudy onun subsbtsubsist3ncence lI1dand: thethe-
Icport

the-
reportIcportreport W3was$ not lomp'letedlompletedcompleted: '. .

yetyet
,

.
.

HeII also statedstatedthatstated
' thatthat PikePike-

Lake

Pike-

LakeLake was used a lot for sub,sub . .

slstancesistance ., "WeWe" try to be realreal-

sensitiveensitlvesensitive to the people outowow-

herehere ., to get land ; applicantsapplicants-
would

applicants-
wouldwould have to do so in an apeap-apape-

proved
ap-

proved
-

proved manner .

We'veWeve' doncdune an assessmentassessment-
against

assessment-
againstagainst Ihethe environmental andand-
social

and-
socialsocial impact.. Areas with thethe-
mO

the-
mostmOmost1 concenconcentrated! rated use will bebe-
elimina

be-
eliminatedeliminaeliminatedI cd from Mineral I paeas-easeas-
ing

.-
ing "MeyersMeyers." Meyers said .

"We'reWere"" ' you'reyoure' managers ., bebe-bebe-
fore

.-

fore we manage others ,. We'reWereWe're-
not

We're-

not

'

not above changing our didi-didi-

cisions

.-

cisions;, " ' he added ,.


