
, Remembering Nick Gray ; phiphilosopherpher , visionary
by Marilyn RichardsRichards-

Nicholas
Richards-

NicholasNicholas Carrol Gray was thethe-
first

the-
firstfirst ihildchild: ever born In CouncilCouncil-
City

Council-
CityCity , Alaska , a log cabin town of
300 . Gray was born on Novem .

ber 26 , 1900 , the son of aa-

white
a-

whitewhite gold miner named DaveDave-
and

Dave-
andand an Eskimo named Mary .

"HowHow" did they meet ?" musesmuses-
Gray's

muses-
Gray'sGray'sGrays' 78 year oldoldsistersister , RoseRose-
Bronson

Rose-
BronsonBronson of Nome . "WhyWhy" MotherMother-
was

Mother-
waswas standing on the riverbankriverbank-
and

riverbank-
andand Poppa was coming upriver ,

and then they met.. "
Gray'sGrays' Eskimo n3mename waswas-

Utkiatok
was-

UtkiatokUtkiatok . Ar.otherArotherAnother. sister , NoraNora-
died

Nora-
dieddied in childbirlhchildbirth in the '20's20s' ,

and a brother , Max , died in anan-
induslrial

an-
industrialinduslrialindustrial ilccidentaccident the samesame-
decade

same-
decadedecade .. Ills younger brotherbrother-
CUnlon

brother-
ClintonCUnlonClinton Gray , SrSr.. Is now retiredretired-
atat 68 and living In FloridaFlorida-
after

Florida-
afterafter working with the NomeNome-
Nugget

Nome-
NuggetNugget ; the Anchorage Times ,

the Anchorage News and thethe-
Frontiersman

the-
FrontiersmanFrontiersman .

"WeWe" lived in a house , ateate-
regular

ate-
regularregular meals and went toto-
school

to-
schoolschool , that'sthats' how we lived ,". "
says Rose . "NjckNjck"Nick.wasn'tNick.wasntNickwasnt" .w3sn'tw3snt' a mis-mismis-
chevious

mis-
ehevious

-

cheviousehevious boy . HeIle got a longlong-
good

long-
goodgood with Mother and Poppa .

he was billiant.. Helie had a goodgood-
mind

good-
mindmind .

"
Council City'sCitys' populationpopulation-

more
population-

moremore than doubled by the timetime-
Nick

time-
NickNick was in junior high , butbut-
local

but-
locallocal education stopped at thethe-
eighth

the-
eightheighth grade . Nick first wentwent-
to

went-
toto Chemawa Indian.. School inin-

Oregon
in-

OregonOregon , but later transferred andand-
went

and-
wentwent to mdand: graduated fromfrom-
high

from-
highhighhighschoolschool in Paso RohleRohlesRohles-
California

,

California . Among hhiris classmateclassmate-
were

classmate-
werewere his brother Max ., BenBen-
Cross

BeBe-

CrossCross , nndand the late Frank Deg-DegDeg-
nan

Deg-
nan

-

nan of Unalakleet .

Nick joined the amlYarmy afterafter-
World

after-
WorldWorld War I and was stationedstationed-
inin California . After his dbdisdis-

charge

.

charge , he workedworkeda'lworkedaa'lala ', a bellbell-

hop
bell-

hophop at the old StSt.
. FrancisFranciFrancis-

Botel
Franci-

hotel
s

Botelhotel in San FrancbcoFrancisco . laterlatelater-
he

late-
he

r

he filhedfished! in Ketchikan andand-
Juneau

anan-
Juneau

d

Juneau ..

"TheyThey" called him theth Bow-
Tic

BowBow-
TicTic Kid .," says Clinton .. "oneone"one-
time

"one-
time

"
time there was a fight in the Ket .

chikan cannery with the FiJiFiliFili-
pinos

,

pinos . When it was over NickNick-
was

Nick-
waswas ; stripped to the waist , but-
he

butbut-
hehe was stillstillwearingwearing his bow tie '!"

Later Nick had worked for aa-

N
a-

NomeNNomerne mining company . lIereHerelIere-
also

Here-
alsoalso married an Eskimo woman-
and

woman '

and '

, fathered 3 children . TheThe-
f

The-
mity

The-
famiffamimityy moved to White MounMoun-Moun-
tain

.-

tain \ and then Nome .. Nick'sNicksNick's-
olde

Nick's-
oldest

'
oldeoldest# son and one of Rose'sRosesRose's-
sons

Rose's-
sons

'
sonssonswere\werewere\ were In a gas explosion InIn-

Nom
in-

NomNom . Both youngsters werewere-

severly
were-

severlyseverly burnedburnedIburnedand
I'

and Nick'sNicks' sonson-
died

son-
dieddied at the Tacoma IndianIndian-
Hospital

Indian-
HospitalMayoClinicHospitalHospitalandand Rose'sRoses' at the MayoMayo-
ClinicClinic in RochesterRoche ter , Minnesota ..

"ThingsThings" are a little nebulous .

Nick moved around but he-

enjoyed
hehe-

enjoyedenjoyed IJfelife 19tp the fullest ,"
,says Clinton . Nick was later-
divorced

laterlater-
divorceddivorced . Surviving son MaxMax-

Gray
Max-

GrayGray still lives In Nome and only-
daughter

onlyonly-
daughterdaughter Irene Gray Penwell-
lives

PenwellPenwell-
liveslives In Portland , Oregon .

After World War II Nick-
worked

NickNick-

workedworked
_, in logging camps inin-

Washington
in-

WashingtonWashington and Oregon . He-

also

HeHe-

alsoalso worked in construction andand-
as

and-
asas a houseArouse, painter.. lieHe eveneven-

picked
even-

pickedpicked fruit as a migrant worker .

After returning to Alaska , hehe-
worked

he-

workedworked again in construction in-
Nome

inin-
NomeNome and Dutch lIarborharbor , andandatat-
White

atat-
WhiteWhite Alice sites , at BarterBarter-
Island

Barter-
IslandIsland , Cape Romanof and else .

where . "InIn"""InIn" Fairbanks he eveneven-

worked
even-

workedworked at a music store selling-
pianos

sellingselling-

pianospianos ,," says Clinton ,. "HeHe"lielie" waswas-
a

was-
aa convincingconvincingtalkertalker .""

During his winters in FairFair-Fair-
banks

.-

banks , Gray met Ralph PerduePerdue-
an

Perdue-
anan AthlbaskanAthabaskan: living in the-
city

thethe-
citycitysincecity sinceince 1945 .. Perdue was-

long
waswas-

longlong active in Fairbanks civiccivic-
and

,

and Native political affairs ., and-
was

andand-
wawaswa the ttrtfirstr\trt!\ NativeNal i'eie" ' eJectedelectedeJected-
to

elected-
toto the Fairbanks school board .

lie also re-orginizcdreorginizcdreorginizcdandorginizedandre -orginized and re.estabreestabre .estab .

Iifishedhed the Tanana Chiefs Con .

ference ., whose last recordedrecorded-
meeting

recorded-
meetingmeeting was back in 1913 ,

. .

andandservedpresidentserved 6 years as its presipresi-presi-.
dent in the fifties & sixties .

Bothflout Gray and Perdue werewere-
instrumental

were-
instrumentalinstrumental in founding thethe-
Fairbanks

the-
FairbanksFairbanks Native Association .

"InIn" those early years it wasn'twasntwasn't-
easy

wasn't-
easy

'
easy . At that time there was aa-

lot
a-

lotlot of prejudice ( against Natives )

or there
'

were a lot of peoplepeople-
who

people-
whowho were , "sayssays"lays! Perdue ! "NickNick"Nick-
told

"Nick-
told

"
told me it was that way in NomeNome-
and

Nome-
andand Anchorge , too . " They orgaorga-orgaorga-
nized

-.
nilednized FNA because of the needneed-
for

need-
forfor rural Natives to learn "copcop" ..

Ing skfllsskills " in Fairbanks andand-
Anchorage

and-
AnchorageAnchorage .

Most of the Native highhigh-
school

high-
schoolschool children were also sentsent-
Outside

sent-
OutsideOutside to schools in OregonOregon-
and

Oregon-
andand Oklahoma "WeWe" brought thethe-
children

the-
childrenchildren back to Alaska to edu .

cate them at home . "

raisingfundsPerdue remembers raising
funds for FNA "WeWe" auctionedauctioned-
off

auctioned-
offoff carstars ' and beadwork , and :11a::-
1hand

a-
handhand carved Tlingit.UaldaTlingitUaldaTlingit-hlaidaTlingithlaida.- coffee

labletable, ., " "II" put on Ihethe first potpot-
latch

'

IJtchlatch: in lowntown during the dogdog-
rac

dog-
racerracracer 10to help keep TCC and FNFNAFNA-
going

AA-

goinggoing .
" saysays Perdue . 11tere"ThereThere"There-

were
"11tere-

werewere timetimes Nick and I disadiscdisc-
greed

.

greed but that'sthats' nonnaJnormal.. IIItII-

was
It-

waswas ! good to hear bothbothsidessidessides-
and

sides-
andand then to make a decision .

"

IJesldesBesides
, education and jobs ,.

FNA was also organtlcdorganized asas-
par

as-

partparpart! of the Native land clainhclaimsclainh-
effort

claims-
efforteffort .. "NickNick" Gray did it forfor-
nothing

for-
nothingnothing . Another one who diddid-
the

did-
thethe same was Don Wright ,

"
saysays Perdue who also donateddonated-
his

donated-
hishis own money to FNA ., and toto-
help

to-
helphelp finance travels to organizeorganizethethe Interior villages .

"WeWe" were allallanti.BureauallantiBureauanti.BureauantiBureauanti-BureauantiBureau.- ofof-
Indian

of-
IndianIndian AffairlAffairs! . They weren'twerentweren't-
domg

weren't-
doing

'
.domgdoing anything :," recallrecalls Perdue .

"TheThe" leadership ( today ) is notnot-
what

not-
whatwhat is is purported 10to be ."
he adds . "II" don'tdont' think NickNick-
would

Nick-
wouldwould be happy today .

"
In the early sixticssixties , Gray

movedmovedonon to Anchorage andand-
helped

and-
helpedhelped the rookCook InlelInlet NativeNative-
A

Native-
sociation

Native-
AssociationAAssociationsociation ., CINA ., recent 20th20th-
anniversary

20th-
anniversaryanniversary Spirit nays1)ays1ays) celebracelebra-celebra-
tiara

.-

tiontiara was dedklteddedicated: to his memomem-memmemo-
ory

mem-
ory

-

ory
ory"I

"II" held him in highhighregardregard ,
"

layssays! Emil Notti , one of CINA\CINACINA'sCINAsCINA-
founder

CINA's-
founders

\'
founderfounders , and now commissionercommissioner-
ofof the DeparlmcntDepartment of CommuniCommuni-Communi-
ty

-.
Ityy and Regional Affair\AffairAffairsAffair"He!\ . "HeHe"lielie"He-
had

""lie-
hadhad a very clear underltunderstandingunderstanding-
what

! andinganding-
whatwhat was happening . fielie knewknew-
what

knew-
whatwhat walwas! happening and hehe-
had

he-
hadhad a very clear vhionvision . fieHe walwaswal-
very

was-
very

!
very articulate ., Helie had a lot ofof-
concenh

of-
concernsconcenhconcerns and huwhow 10to gelget at thethe-

coccrnl
the-

cocernscoccrnlcocerns!, andandaa way to prepareprepare-
people

prepare-
peoplepeople for the future "

"HeHe"lielie" hishrelponsiblerelponsibleresponsible! for a lotlot-
of01of organilationsorganizations today .,

" saysaYl!
NottiaYlNottisaysNotti.

. While at ClNACINA GrayGray-
wrote

Gray-
wrotewrote , "TheThe" future lies withwith-
our

wit-
hourour young people A comcom-com-
plete

.-

plete educational procellprocess!! his inin-

Cont
in-

ContinuedContContinuednued on Page Five



- --
i,

.

GrayGrays!

;

possessed. d a rich sense of humor
(Continued fromfrom PaPagee Three )

order . This bis not to say that thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative culture should be for .

gotten , but the Native hashas-
moved

has-
movedmoved into the White Man'sMansMan's-
world

Man's-
world

'

world . The White Man hashas-
moved

has-
movedmoved into the Native wotldworld ,

also .
"II".

., When young peoplepeople-
start

people-
startstart taking 3nan active part inin-
tfi'e

in-
thetfi'etfiethe' organizations and ., in somesome-
cases

some-
casescases ,

whenwhen they 'itartitartstart' takingtaking-
mcr

taking-
overmcrover , youy'ou' can be a'isuredaisuredassured' thatthat-
your

that-
youryour association wiJIwill perpetuateperpetuate-
itself

perpetuate-
itselfitself "

The interlocking tusk logologo-
W3'i

logo-
wasW3'iW3iwas.' designed by Gray forfor-
CINA

for-
CINACINA . It ymbolilessymbolizes ststrengthrength inin-
unity

.

unity , the Indian , Eskimo andand-
Aleut

and-
AleutAleut . The original hanRShangs aboveabove-
Rose

above-
RoseRose Bronson'sBronsons' refrigerator inin-

Nome
in-

NomeNome . "lielie"1ft; was very arthtartisticic .

And he tlughttaught: my son to draw ,
"

saysays Bronson .

While
,Jivingliving in Anchorage ,,

Gray disCovered he had leu-leuleu-
kemia

-

kemiaketnia . For a year the diseasedisease-
was

disease-
waswas in remission . Gray stillstill-
dreamed

still-
dreameddreamed of Native unity ,

"HeHe"lielie" told me that 'IfIf'IfwCre'Ifwe're' wCrewe'rewere,' goinggoin-
gI

going-
to

I
to raid the U.SUS. . Treasury , wewe-
gotta

we-
gottagotta get ororganizedanized ,', ' ." recallrecalls

I
frecallsf\ Clinton Gray , SrSr..

"lielie"HeHe" helped uus get organi .

zed :, "' says Tony Lewis , anotheranother-
early

another-
earlyearly founder of the KuskokwimKuskokwim-
Valley

Kuskokwim-
ValleyValley NatNativeive Association . "OneOne"One-

i

"One-
day

"
i day he and Fred Notti (EmilEmil'sEmilsEmil's-

brother
'!.'

brother ) came over and gavegave-
us

gave-
usus a pep talk . The were vcryvery

encouraging . "
Lewis , a 71 year old BethelBethel-

resident
Bethel-

residentresident , says "GrayGray" was aa-
quiet

a-
quietquiet type of person . lie waswas-
smaJl

was-
smallsmaJlsmall , maybe 5 feet 6 . ButBut-
when

But-
whenwhen he had a point to bringbring-
out

bring-
outout he'dhed' bring it outout-

"lie
.
"

"lielie" said he was half Jewfew andand-
half

and-
halfhalf Eskimo , so he introducedintroduced-
him

introduced-
himselfhimhimselfclf to uus aas a lewskimo '

laughlaughs Lewis .,

"II" 1 couldn'tcouldntcouldn'tIcouldntI' ;

believe how in-inin-
telligent

in -.

telligenttclligent he was ,", " says Gray'sGraysGray's-
niece

Gray's-
niece

'

niece Nancy Gray OhenOlsen . Olsen ,

was a teen-agetteenagetteen-agedaged- who graduatedgraduated-
from

graduated-
fromfrom Anchoragc'sAnchoragcsAnchorage'sAnchorages' WeWestt High in

the sixties . She now has her ownown-
busine

own-
businessbusinebusinesss and also works for thethe-
Lake

the-
lakeLake and PenmsulaPeninsula Schoolt1001 UIS-UISfirsUIS-

t

firs-
tract

-

tractt rie t.,

Emil Notti uupveiledveilcd an aeryacry .

lielic portportraitrait of CrayGray by MoMosesMoses-
Wassillie

eses-
WassillieWassillie at the Atwood CenterCenter-

"I"II" had tearSltears in my eyes:, "'
says Olsen ., "II" cried . The pain-painpain-
ting

-.

ting is excellent..

" Olsen alsoalso-
remembers

also-
remembersremembers when Gray helpedhelped-
her

helped-
herher on an alcholism paper sheshe-
did

she-
diddid in highhighschoolschool .

BeBesideside lecturing , travelingtraveling-
and

traveling-
andand helping organize the Fair .

bankbanks Native AAssociationsociation , thethe-
Cook

the-
CookCook Inlet tNativeNative AssociationAssociation-
and

Association-
andand the Kuskokwim Valley Na-NaNa-
tive

Na -

tiveLive Association , Gray alsoalso-
helped

also-
helpedhelped with the Copper RiverRiver-
Native

River-
NativeNative Association .

lIisHis legacy , however remains

in what he envhionedenvisioned : The f1rfirstfirst-
meeting

tt-

meetingmeeting of the AJaAlaskaka Federa-FederaFedera-
tion

Federa-
tion

-

tion of NativcNatives , included manymany-
members

many-
membersmembers of aassociationsociations Gray
helpedGrayhelpedcreate .

On hhhis deathbed he wrote ,

"ItIt" his gratifying to observe thethe-
awakening

the-
awakeningawakening ofofourour peopJepeople to the

neceslitynecessity! ofofcooperativecooperative efforteffort-
by

effort-
byby forming aassociations, odation , brotherbrother-
hoods

.

hoodhoods ., . to protect our henhershen-
tage

hers-

CagetageCage ..

"OurOur" herediatary clairmclaims cancan-

hardly
can-

hardlyhardly be denied , incesince theythey-
extend

they-
extendextend far into rhethe dim pages ofof-
hhtory

of-
historyhhtoryhistory , for outdating the begmbegin-begin ,-

nmgmug of 1110\111101nwst\ currenllycurrently eestab-estabestab-
lished

tab .-

lIhedlished, natiol1\natiol1nationsnatiol1The\ The nexlnextnexl-
loglql

next-
logicalloglqllogicalloglqlsteplogicalstepstep for Ihcthese:> e leparateseparateleparate-
and

separate-
and

!
and far nungflung grouPIigroups is affiliationaffiliation-
and

affiliation-
andand Ihenthen evenlualeventualevenlualamalgaJ1idtioneventualamalgamationamalgaJ1idtionamalgamationamalgaJ1idtion-
into

amalgamation-
intointo a harmoniouharmonious whole de .

partment dedicated Into achieveachieve-
the

achieve-
thethe InomO\tmOt\ t goodgoodorfor(or all "


