building a sound economic
base and taking control of their
lives after virtually a century

 of servitude,

Flore Lekanof, president of
" the St. George Tannag Co,
~ the forprofit company of
one of the tiny islands in the
Pribilors feels the people of his
island are up to the task.
Lekanof and others of the

future

The US. House-of Repre.
sentatives three weeks ago ap-
proved a bill that would end
federal control of most aspects
of the island life. The bill also
would grant a onetime $20
million payment to the Prib-
ilofs. That money would be ad-
ministered by a non-profit cor-
poration to be formed.

The U.S. Senate has not yel
voted on the bill but the bud.
get-cutting-minded Senate is
not expected to oppose ending
federal subsidies for the Prib-
ilofs,

The big question and one
which is answered with a re-
sounding “no" from most
people is *can $20 million put
the Pribilofs on a sound fi-
nancial footing?’

“No’ from Alaska Liaison to
Washington - D.C. John Katz
and *No' from Lekanof who

(Continued on Page Twenty-Four)
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The island representatives now
are trying to obtain state fund-
ing to build harbors on both

bottomfish industry in other
ways.

Gov, Bill Sheffield has in-
cluded a $10.4 million item
in his capital budget for this
year, but because of legislative
battles over Sheffield cabinet
appointments, no action has
been taken on that budget.

Sheffield aide John Greeley
said last week that the Legis-
lature is expected to act on
the budget sometime before its
June 23 adjournment. Greeley
said he doesn't know what the
prospects are for passage of
the bill,

And, he acknowledges that
$104 million isn't enough to
build harbors in both or even

federal government that state

funds woulda't cover the fed:
eral pull-out. K

The state can’t forget the
Pribilofs, he says and adds
“We're just as much citizens
of the state as anyone else.”

Some aspects of the fed-
eral bill may be changed, said
Lekanof who doesnt want
one non-profit corporation
clause of the bill to stand as is.

He feels that each island
should manage its own eco-
nomic fate independent of St.
Paul, and asks the question,
“Would Wrangell and Kodiak
be expected to join for the
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He is aware that oil develop-

ment in the area could have
harmful benefits on the life
style of the St. George people.
“There will be abrupt change,
it's indvitable.”
But, he “welcomes the oil
industry with reservations be-
cause | do want to protect sub-
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eye to_shine on conditions in
tli# Pribilofs under federal rule.
The Pribilofs were under
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more research was done and a
report _issued
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