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the North Slope Borough.

“They created misconceptions
about the borough’s finances

a pound, a gallon of milk costs
in excess of §5 and a round-

trip ticket between Barrow

and Anchorage is now $500.”
Andersen further charged

ough’s financial management,
the press also failed to even
attempt to answer the ques-
tions it raised. The stories did
not explain the fact that as the
state’s only first class home-
rule municipality, the North
Slope Borough does not enjoy

the same high level of munic-

_ipal assistance funding from

the state as does your local
municipality.

“Nor do we depend upon
the same high level of state
project funding for Capital Im-

provements, and we recognize
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that urban dwellers seem to
take for granted.”

Andersen defended the high
costs the borough is encumber-
ing. “We know that we cannot
afford to spare any expense
in building public facilities to-
day which must serve us for
decades. We know that build-
ing costs will be much higher
tomorrow."’

Andersen said that despite
media fears that the bonds
would not be paid back, the
capital improvement budget
is carefully scrutinized, ideas
and criticism are sought from
all areas of the community,
and planning is carefully laid
out with future income in

building enduring facilities in
the extreme climate of Alas-
ka's Far North,

Responding to a question
from an Anchorage Times re-
porter, Andersen also defend-
ed the borough’s wish to have
their current tax ceiling raised.
“The oil and gas industry was
opposed to the formation of
the borough,” he said, not-
ing a resultant lawsuit. “As
part of a compromise, the Leg-
islature adopted a bill putting
a limit on how much we could
tax the oil companies. Since
the time it was adopted, we've
been working for repeal of the
limit."

In response to the media
reports, Brower published a
statement of his own which
was sent as a paid insert to
papers statewide.




