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VillagesViIIages
,

get choiceChoicehoice of school didistrictdirict$trict
II-

I

.

by PattiPattillar111iarpyer-

for
Harptr111iarpyerHarptr-

M
rr-

foltheMforfolthethe tundra TigiesTigie-
sOn

TITirieiTiriei-

On
|'. '

On June 30th30thy!{ the Bureau of In-

dian
InIn-

dian
In-In-¬-

dian AffalrAffairsAffalrIhlch, \which\\IhlchIhlch has educated-
Natives

educatededucated-
NallvesNativesNallves in AlaskaAlabia , Is getting out-

of
outout-

ofof the education business ..

Five of the IllSlast! ten villages with-
BIA

withwith-

BlABIABlA schoolsschOQls In Ala\kAlakAlaskqAlaskaAlak1111\ \will\\11111111 have-
the

havehaW!theistlngRumlexistingRuraloptionoptiop of joining eexistingistlng
RuralRuml EducationEducullon Attendance Area

districtdl\tractdltract\ . The village has operatedoperated-

a
operatedoperated-

aathrough12thcomplete Kindergarten through
112th2th grade programprogmm under con-

tract
concon-¬-.

tract with the Bureau of Indian-
Affall'S

Indian-
At

Indian
AtAtfairtAffall'SAffallSfaird' for five years ,.. fTatumatum said-

they're
said-

they're
said

they'retheyre' all set to switchswitch0|\\001oo the-

state
the-

state
the

stateP4hlngforpushingforsystemsyMem,, but they are pushingP4\hlngP4hlng\
for fa\fafastrustfaachon\. actionachon by the stblUtestatete soso-

everything
so-

everythingeverything Will be ready for-
classes

for-
classes

for
classes on AUguAugust t 119th9th .

""We'llWell'' assist in every wayway we can . ... ..it's.itsitsit'sitsit's-
not

it's-
not

'

not an easy task ,, establishing tinankin REAAREMREAR .,
'""

school districtsdiMracts or forming new-
ones

newnew-
onesones , if a bill passedpabsed by thethe-

legislature
the-

legllaturelegislaturelegl\laturelegllature\ Is signed by Governor-
Bill

Governnr-
Bill

GovernorGovernnr
Bill Sheffiled . Supporters of the-

measure
thethe-

measuremeasure expectnpect him to sign it ..

In it ,, Aklachak ,, AkiakAklak ,,

TuluksakTuluhak and Chefornak are-
given

areare-
givengiven the option of joiningjoinmg the-

Lower
thethe-

LowerLower KuKu.skokwimKuskokwim. kokwlm DistrictDl\traclDltracl\ or-

forming
oror-

formIngforming aIi new one together ,. and-

Chevak
andand-

ChevakChevak is allowed to join the-

L.owgr
thethe-

LowerLowerL.owgrLowgr. Yukon School District or-

set
oror-

belsetbel up its own REAA ..,

""WeWe already have our own-
school

ownown-
schoolschool district " said AleAlexAlexTatumTatum ,,

Suprintendent/PrinclpatSuprintendentPrinclpatSuprlntendent/PrinclpalSuprlntendentPrinclpalSuprintendent/PrincipalPrincipalSuprintendentPrincipalof/ of-

Chevak's
ofof-

Chevak'sChevak'sChevaks'' I<Kashunamiutabhunamiut, school

. _ --
The Govern'orGovernorGovernor' has 20 days to-

decide
toto-

decidedecide whether
*

to sign the bill IfIf-

he
If-

hehe doesdocs ,, the fcommunitylommunityommunity must-
then

mutt-
hen

mustmu\tmut\
then petitionpelltlon fyrfl'rflrfor' an electionelechon to-

decide
toto-

decidedecide whether they will create a-

new
a-

new
a

new REAA .. Lieutenant Governor-
McAlpine

Governor-
McAlpine

Governor
McAlpmeMcAlpine then has a period ofof-
time

of-

timetime in which t6td set up an elec-
tion

elec-
tion

elecelec-¬-

tion ,. Tatum said they want all thatthat-

accomphbhed
that-

accomplishedaccomplishedaccomphbhed In June or July so-

they
soso-

theythey can start receiving state-
funds

statestate-
fundbfundsfundb .

The job 'pfI'fIfof getting ssetsitt up by fall-

will
f41-

1will
fallf411

will be eveevefl tougher for the !>other-
villages

othertherther-
villagesvillages , if they opt for a newnew-
ditrict

new-

districtdistrictdi\trictditrict\ . BIA contract schools in-

those
inin-

thosethose villages coverCl'verClver' KindergartenKmdergarten

through 8th gradegmde only The-

Lower
TheThe-

1I'wer,Lower1I'wer1Iwer' KuiKUbkokwlmKuskokwimkokwim School-
District

SchoolSchool-
DltrielDistrictDl\trielDltriel\ has operatedopemted the high-
schools

highhigh-
SChKltbschoolsSChKltb( * in thoseth\\ethe\)\ villagesvillage . This-
adds

ThisThlbThlb-
addsadds complexitycompleslty to the transitiontraO\ItontraOItontraOIton-
process

transition-
process

\ !

process ,.

""We'llWell"We'lJWelJ"We'lJablM' assista\blMablM\ in everyeveIeveryway)' waywsy wewe-

can
we-

cancan to see thatIhat thesethe\ethee\ schoolsslhoolssrrhoois havehave-
aa smooth transitiontran\llJontranllJon\ " said RobertRobert-
Nick

Robert-
NllkNickNllk ,, chairman of the LKSD-
board

LKSDLKSD-
boardboard ""ItIt"it'sits' not an easy tabk-

estabh
tasktabktask-

estubltestabhestubltestablishinghlllghing an REAA ,,. "
The LKSD board unanimous-

ly
unanimousunanamouunanimous- ¬.-

lyIy supported givingglvmg the villages-
the

villagesvillages-
thethe option to form their ownown-
districts

own-
districtsdistricts The boardboardalsoalsoaho sup-

poiic4
sup-

ol1c
sup-

wrtccj
sup-sup--

(wrtccjpoiic4ol1c l<, a bitbill! whichwhllh "allows"lIowblIowb second-
class

becond-
clabS

secondbecond
classclabS citiescltleb to go directly to homehome-
rule

home-
rulerule without going through fifirstfirst-

class ",classbyBethelitesstatusstalus-astalusastatus--astatus---a bill pushedpu\hedpuhed\ by

gaminglocalgaininglocalBethclitesBethelites interestedmtere\tcdmteretcd\ in gaininggaming
local control over city schools-
Nick

schooh-
Nick

schoolsschooh
Nick thinks LKSD might benefitbenefit-
If

benefit-
ifif Bethel and the 5 BIA villagesvillage.
optlargebtREAAlargestREAAout of the state'sstatesstate'bstateb' largestlargebt
REAA .,. ""ByBy redureducingreducingsize''ngng si/esieSize/ ., It willwill-

probably
will-

probablyprobably enable the districtdl\trlctdltrlct\ toto-

operate
to-

operateoperate a lot smoother , " heheald\said\aldald ,.

Although the bill allowing newnew-
REAAs

new-
REAAsREAAs papassedsed fairly easilyea\ilyeaily\ whenwhen-
II

when-
ititII got tptQ thethq HouseHou\CHouC\ and SenateSenate-
floors

Senate-
floorsfloors ,, it took a lot of effort to gelgetgetItIt there . Some legllegislatorslators thought-
new

thoughtthought-
newnew , small REAAs would havehave-
high

have-
highhighleavinglesshighadministrativeadministrativeadminl\tmtlveadminltmtlveadminltmtlveOls\ \:Costs\O\lsOls\ , leaving
less money for educationeducallon StaStaff-
members

Staffffff-

membersmembers for co-sponsorcosponsorco.sponsorcosponsor-. JohnJohn-
Sackett

John-
SackettSacketlSackettcOl.ccrniconcernisof Ruby say that concernconcerncOl.ccrncOlccrn!.,iis the reareason>;(m the four KuskokwimKukokwlmKusko, wim

area villages aretire not allowedullowed to-

form
toto-

formform separateseparste A,5/A,5A5A,5AsI
,
EAAsEt\AsEtAs/\As ( though iiIf-

only
if'

only one of the four villagesvilidgeb vvotes-
to

votes!>testes-

toto form asnellnew' districtdlbtllct"lheydlbtllctlhey,".
(
thcythey will-

be
willwill-

bebe allowed to do so ) MarkMdtkMatkMatk-

Earnest
Mdtk-

EarnetEarnestEarne\tEarnet\ said the questionque\ponquepon\ isn't-

answered
isn'tisntl\n'lln'lnlln'l-

anwered
\ ''

answeredan\weredanwered\ about whatwbat the adoado-

tninistrative
ad ¬.

ministrativemmistrallvetninistrative cocostst "will1"1111111 be But , hehe-

bald
he-

saidsaidbald , the !' KashunamiutK"hunamlutKhunamlutKashunamlutK"hunamlutchool" school-
district

\school\choolchoolchoo-
ldltrlctdistrictdl\trlctdltrlct\ seemsbeems to10 operate with Ieless-

money
less"

money thanthanlmlldr\similar\lmlldrlmlldr schools in111 the-

Lower
thethe-

LowerLower Yukon SSchoolhool District-
And

DItllct-
And

DistrictDI\tllctDItllct\
And ,, EarnestEarne\tEarnet\ polpointedted out that If-

the
ifif-

thethe new REAAs are formed ,, they-

will
theythey-

willwill not be the smallesmallest t school-
districts

schoolslhoolslhoo-
ldltnctsdistrictsdl\tnctsdltncts\ min (thehe state .. He saidbald thert-

are
therethertthere-

areare a number ofofcitycity school51hool

""AA lot ofpeople hadhadaa hard time conceiv-
ing

conceiv-
ing

conceivconceiv-¬-
ing ofofwhatwhat we were talking about ..

'"I'
stillnow

I

districtsdibtncts with fewer students thanthan-
Chevak's

than-
Chevak'sChevak'sChevaks' 185 ,. And Chevak-
schools

ChevakChevak-
schoolsschools have only one ad-

mmlstmlor
adad-adad-

ministrator
¬--

ministratormmlstmlor , while many small cici-

ty
ci-

ty
ci-ci¬--

ty sschoolhool districts have beveral-
Another

severalbeveralseveral-
AnotherAnother objection raisedrtll\CdrtllCd\ to (thehe

legislationlegl\lalionlegllalionthelegllalionthelegislation\ waswab that it might openopen-
the

open-
thethe floodgates for villages aroundaround-
to

around-
toto state to demand their ownown-

districtdistrict. Mux Gifford of Sackett'sSacketts'

office said hee doesrTid'Jebr1'tdJebr1tdoesn'tdoesnt' '' think that-

will
th.JI-

will
thatth.JIthJI.

Will haphdppehappeqc , becausebecaue, notnut 41-

1villages
all411 '

villagesvillageshavehavehave a hlbthiM6ryhistory<lry of ad-

ministering
adad-ad*.-

ministeringmlnabermg! techoolssduklshOlb(!) ,, ""nnandl< the state-

budget
,statetate .

budget plctutepictuiepicture prpbablypr9bablyprobably couldn't-
handle

couldn'tcouldntcouldn't-
handle

'

handle thetheaddJtion
1'\'additionaddition\addJtionaddJtion1addttronaddttron of more-

119AAs
moremore-

REAA
119AAs"A
kEAAsREAA119AAs

I,I-

"A""AA lot of jpflopleIPcoplejpcople had a hardhard-
time

hard-
timetime conceiving of whutwhat 'we11'0110 were-

talking
werewere-

talkmgtalkingtalkmgtalkmgaboutabout ,. ". said AleAlex TatumTatum-
Everyone

Tatum-
EveryoneEveryone wouldwnuld understandandefbtand the-

concern
thethe-

conconconcernern for lSlocal1\1Cal11Cal\ cal control If-

Palmer
ifif-

Palmerthey'dbePalmer werewereud\\ududsuddenly<1enly told they'dtheyd'
be partpan of the AnchorageAnchomge school-
district

schoolhoolhoo-
ldltlldl\tlldltlldistrict\ < t ,, he saidbald ""whetherwhether it's-
several

It-

Cveml
it'sitsIt\It''' \\several\CvemlCveml thousandthou\UndthouUndthouUndIudcntb\ (((\students\IudcntbIudcntb ) oror.ust-

several
or.ustorust.JUt-

everal
justJU\tJUt\

\several\everaleveral hundred ., the issueI\\ueIue\ is1\1\1stilistillstili

nownow-

thethe same "
""ByBy havinghavmg locallpeal controlconlrol ,. the-

parents
thethe-

parentsparents in the community become
."

part of the schoolsSlhools and educa-
liodul

educaeduca-¬.-
tionallIonalliodul process If we havehave-
somethmg

have-
somethingsomethingsomethmg We need to talk about rr-
we

'
we can get everybody together in
2 hours and talk about it ,, "" saidsaid-

TatumTatum .
.\


