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xpermer
ExF.xFxF.rFrF.r-

perlrnelrt
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Nome , Nome on ththe ran'g-
e

rang-
e

ranrange'

'

by LuurtiLaura""aurllaurll Well-
What

KoKosellWellKosell-

Whut
ellell-

WhatWhutWhat Is shaggy mIn the winterWintet ¬.
(timetllneinto pndpodpodslicksinkslicklllk andunl! shinyhlnY in thethe-

s
the-

spntrkertiniesn\llJertlmenllJertlmespntrkertinie\ ?

WhyWhf ,,. anunen Icelandic h\hhorsehehot'schotsc\)(' e ,,. of-

coursed
ofof-

coutelcoursecout\elcoutelcoursed\ !
coutelIncoursedIn

In fticifllctfact , five IIcelandicelundlc horses-
goictlg

horhorseseSeS-

qUietlyqiUetlqUietlygoictlgqUietlymoved)! moved intoIIIto Nome the-

evening
thethe-

evenlllgeveningevenlllg of April 16ih161h16th They are-

on
arcureareure-

onon their way to work wirhwllhwith Tom-

Gray
TomTom-

GrayGruyGray and hlhis& reindeerrellldeer herd-

located
herdherd-

lololocatedated on the southernouthern coacoustcoastt of-

the
01-

Ihe
ot01of

theIhe Seward PemllPeninsulaula atIII Chiukak-

between
Chiukak-

between
ChiultakChiukak

between Bluff and RoRotkyRockyky PointPomtPoint-
The

Point-

The
Pomt-

TheThe money that bought two ofof-

the
of-

thethe animalsanutlUl came aboutubout as a result-
of

reresultult
of01 a grantgrllnt writtenwntten by Dr Bill Col-

lins
ColCol--¬.

hnlins of the AgriculturalAgnculturlll Expen-
ment

Expert-

ment
ExperiExpen-ExpenExpert-Expert¬--

ment StiltStationIon at the UniversityUmver\JtyUmverJty\ ofof-

Alaka
of-

AlaskaAlaskaAlaka, at FairbanksFUirbunk, TonashayTona\hayTonahay\ ,,

ita reindeerrellldeer herder employeemploye4i) by-

the
byby-

I

by-

the
I

the UAF AgnAgriculturalulturnl Experiment-
Station

ExperimentExpetJlncntExpetJlncnt-
II StationStutlon , paid forfot threeIhree of the-

horses
thethe-

horhorhorsese\eeout\ out of his111\111111own\ own fundsfunds-

I

funds-

TonashayI, TonashayTonahay, hahas been workingworkmgworkingwithwith-

the
withwllhwllh-

thethe GrayOmy herdmeeherdsinceherd \since\meemee lalastt fall .. They-

have
TheyThey-

havehave been uusingmg border collies to-

assist
toto-

a81a\81a81assist\ t in handlinghundling reindeerrcjnMer .

, In early AprilApnl ,. Collins andand-

Tonahay
and-

TonashayTonashayTona\hayTonahay\ traveledtruveled to10 FranFrancolFrancol-
Luke

FrancoiseFrancoleokeoke-

Lake

<e
LakeLuke ,*. BritishBrlti&hBrltih& ColumbiaCplumbla to pur-

chase
purpur-¬.-

chaseha'iChaiC' the fivefivq IcelandicIceldndlc horscii-

from
horsedhprseshorsciihprses-

fromfrom breederb\'Cederb'CederCeder\' Arnold FaberFaher .

""MrMr ,. Faber gave us a real good-
deal

goodgood-

deuldealdeul.,. " explainedexplamcd TonaTonashayhay .
*"""HeHe"He-

hot
"He-

not

''HeHe
nothot only put us up and fed us for-

two
forfor-

twotwo weeks , he alalsoo gave us aa-

good
a-

goodgood dealdcal on the horhorsess . Icelan-

dic
IcelanIcelan-¬.-

dicdlc horseshol'SCsholSCs' can be rather expensiveexpensive-

but
expensive-

butbut they are well worth it TheThe-

purcha'IC
The-

purchasepurchasepurcha'ICpurchaIC' pricepnce can range between
$$2,0002000,, and $$$4,0004000$4.0004.000,. .. "

Icelandic horseshorhes are a unique-
breed

umque-

breed
uniqueumque

breed indeed ,. accordinguccordlllg to aua-

research
u-

rCICarchresearchrCICarch paper entitled ""TheThe In-

troduction
InIn-

troducllon
In-In¬-

troductiontroducllon and SuitabilitySUllabllitySUllabllityofof-

Icelandic
ofof-

icelandicIcelandic HorsesHot\esHotes\ In Northwestern-
Alaska

NorthweNorthwesternterntern-

AlakaAlaskaAla\kaAlaka\ ,,. " by DrDt Bill CollinsCollinsandCollinsand-
John

and-

John
and

John Brooks-

"About
BrooksBrookBrooks-

"About""AboutAbout I1000000 year ago ,. ssettlerssettlers-

from
ttlersttlers-

fromfrom ScandinavianScandlllavian countries andand-
the

and-
thethe BritishBntl\hBntlh\ Isleshies began arrivingarming on

theIhe volcanftvolcanjcvolcunic .
islandhland of Iceland-

These
Iceland-

The
Iceland

TheThesee Viking farmers had cross-
SJ

cross-
od

cros-
j

cross-crosscros-cros, -

<odSJ(j( the North Atlantic intn openopen-
blats

open-
boatsboatsblats( ,,. bringing with themthelll all that-

they
thatthat-

theythey thoughtlhoughte'lCnliallhoughtelCnlial,, essentessential&' Ial for pioneer .¬.
ing in their newnWeW ,, often harharshh ,,. en-

vironment
enen-en-¬.

vironmentVlronment . PPtirhupsPerhapsrhups the momostt en-

during
enen-

during
en-en-¬-

during of their preciousprechUI! cargo-
were

cargocargo-
werewere their horseshtlrhes Their horses-

were
horseslIorhe&

were relatively smallbmall (((13-15(131315(1315-
hands

-

handsandb andnd 850-900850900- IbIbslbs ,. )) typical-
of

typIcal-
of

typical
of EuropeanEuropcnn horhorsese . atnt thatthnt time-
During

timetime-
DurmgDuringDurmg the next 100010110 yearsyeat\yeatyeatI-
celnndlc \ ,.
IcelandicIcelnndlc horhorseghorsese were to remain-
isolated

remainremalOremalO-
IIisolatedolated from ootherher horsehorbe popula-
tions

popula-
tloo

populapopula--¬-
tlootions This was made possible-
when

popossible..hlehle.hle-

whenwhen the AlthingAlthll1g ((thethe oldcoldest-

parliament
oldest 11-

parliamentparliament inIII ththe worldw\rldwrld\) ) passed-
law

passedpa"edpaedpassedu" a-

law
ua

law in11I93099300 forbiddingforh/ddlOgforhddlOg/ the Impor-
hilion

impor-
tation

miporImpor
tationhilion of horhorsese in10 order to main-
tain

malO-

lalll
mum-

tain
mum-mummalO-malOmain-main--

tainlalll the puritypunty of the breed ".
Icelandic horseshOTles arearc extremelyextre"1elyextre1ely"

hardyextre"1elyhardyextremelyhardyanimalsaOimal. They arcare bhshortrt ,

stockyslOCky aandd accustomedaccustpmed to severe-
weather

severesevere-
weatherweather conditionscondltloos SIOSincee the terter-

TUIO

ter-

rain
ter-ter-¬-

rainTUIO of Iceland Iis similarlOular to that-

of
thatthat-

ofof AlaskaAlaka, ,,. thethesee horseshOT\eshOTes\ have few-

problems
fewfew-

problemsproblems when travelingtrnvellng aacross-
the

acrossro"
the tundra .,

The problemproblehlproblcht with American-
bred

Amencan-
bred

American-
bred

American-AmericanAmencan-Amencan-
bred horseshON!. in Arctic climates is-

that
Ib-

thai
isIb

thatthai theyIhey are expensive to feed-

and
feedfeed-

andand care for Onn ththe.: ptherlitherother handhanl! ,,.

Icelandic horseshoT\CShoTCS\ feed off the tun-

dOl
tun-

dra
tuntun-tun-tun¬-

dradOl vegetation and growgtow thickthick-

hides
thick-

hideshides thatthnt keep them warm dur-

ing
dur-

Ing
durdur--¬-

ing theIhe long winter months-

According
monthsmonths-

According
months-

AccordingAccording to herder TonnbhTonashayy ,,

an Apache Indian from Mexico ,.

the horseshonel will strengthen the-

quality
thethe-

quahtyqualityquahty of the reindeerteindeer herd-
Throughout

herdherd-

ThroughoutThroughout the winterWllller monthsmonthq ,

herders keep trackIrack of thdlr-
reindeer

Ihdlr-
reindeer

theirIhdlrthdlr
reindeer by uusinglIIg snowmachmcssnowmnchmessnowmachinessnowmnchmes-
In

snowmachines-
InIn recentrecenl years ,. herders do not-

stay
notnot-

slaystayslay with theirthelt herds from break-
up

brenk-
up

breakbrenk-brenkbreak-¬-
up to freezfreeze-upfreezeupfreezup--upup .. It is duringdurmg these-

warmer
thebe-

warmer
thesethebe

warmer months when predators-
such

predatorsredaton
suchuch aas brownhrown bearsbean and ravens-
Continued

ravensraVen
(Continued on Page Six)



, Nome on the range
(( Continued from Page Five )

}I-

1lke
ii-

taketake1lke, their lolltoll on the unmoniunmonitoredoredored-

herdherdunmonl1oredherdBearsBear, attackatlllck unmonl1oredand killkillthekllkill the-

aptmals
thethe-

anmMIapimdlsanmMIaptmals, while ravensraven, poke 01ofoutt the-

eyes

Ihe-

eye
theIhe

eyeeyessubsequentIs, ol'theolthe(of(1111'' the (IlIwnbfawnsawn* andsubsequentand subsequent,subsequentubeqlentubeqlent-
I

,
!

Il\lIslLduse\, ,Lduseduecause, greatgrellt lObloss. to10 the herd-

"Staying
herdherd-

"StaYing
herd-

"Staying"""StayingStaying withwllh youryoUt herd keeps-

then
keepskeep'

themthenthem\lll1ethemlll1eti!\Wine,
< ine and eil4iercell sier''erer to handlehandle-

fonashuy
handle/handle.,/"" '

rnaqhfonashuyFcmashoy() y continuescontll1Uel """"TheThe Nurseshorse'shorsesore, ' ,
J'JMilwillMil realltetlllreallyreallyccnSieCOlneccnSiecome; Inmin handy in June-

when
JuneJune-

when
June

when we have our roundup forfor-

dehorning
for-

dehornmgdehorningdehornmg We will not hivehave to-

use
1-

0ue

to10

useue, ua heltcohchcohchcojMbrtcriOr to round up the-

herd
thethe-

herdherd ThlThis, will not only save a lot-

of
lotlot-

ojolojof money but will lower the stress-

placed
""rebS-

placed
stress"rebSrebS

placed on the reindeerremdeer Stress-

definitely
StressStreb'

definitelydelil1ilely affectsarfCt.tqarfCttquffects., the qualityqUdlity of the-

meat
thethe-

me,1Imealme,1Ime1Imeat, ".
1lonashaylonah4Y, is" interestedmlereted, in111

', keepingeepmg the old 'styles'lylelyle, otojof living-

alive
IIvmg-

dhvc
livingIIvmg

alivedhvc WeWc hope to ,setct UptipUpometipsome,some-

sort
someomeome-

onsonsort,on of program where high-

school
highhigh-

chool,schoolchool kldkid4kidti can comecomo out to our

(.camp.ampamp anddnd learnICllrn how to10 rideriM the-

horses
thethe-

horehorseshore, " ,, workworkwllhworkwithwithwllh the dogdogs' and-

handle
andand-

handlehandle reindeer-
Over

reindeerremdcerreindeer-
Over

remdcer-
OverOver the riextnext ,severaleveral monthsnumthb ,,

Dr RillIIIIBill! CollinsCollln , TonashayTpnllhay, and-

herd
IInd-

herd
andIInd

herd owner Tom Gray plan to-

research
toto-

recarchresearchrecarch, the progressprogrebs of the-

Icelandic
thethe-

IcemdlcIcelandicIcemdlc! , horsehore, , conduct feed-

studies
feedfeed-

tudlel,studiestudlel on reindeerrellldeer ,, study-
1ie

studytudy
1ielcjiavpriale)1avlpnale1avlpnal?; )tuvjprial( patternspJllernq and perform-
other

peform-
other

pejrformpeformperform,
other research that will benefit thethe-

reindeer
the-

relndcerreindeerrelndcer industryindutry, Reindeer-
Herders

ReindeerReindeer-
HerdersHerders '' AssociationAlbdclallonAssdciation Director ,.

Henry Ahgupuk ,,. Iis excited about-

the
aboat-

the
aboutaboat

the1the IcelandicIceldndlCleelandic; horsehot\ehote\ projectproje.tprojet(. ""ItIt Is-

a

Is-

a

is

au pilot project mIn our regionteglon that-

may
thatthlltthllt-

maymay eventually benefit the other-

herders
otherother-

herdetherdersherdet\herdet\ ''
herdetA

AAlteiAnteItel: ad tewfew weeksweek, restrelt in-

Nome
inmm-

NomeNome , TonashayTondhay, willsaddlewill ,saddleaddle up-

his
upup-

hllhishll ganggangofof fivet1vc horseshorel, and mosie-
on

mo"e-
on

mosiemo"emoe"
on down the trail to the soonto-
begreen

Mxmto-
begreen

boon.to-

begreen
Mxm-to-Mxmtoboon.to-boon.tosoon-to-soon--. --

be-greenbegreen- pasturespaturel, of the Bering-
Sea

BeringBermgBermg-
SeaSea coastcoa'icoai'


