
,
""OilOilOil011 and AmuletsAAmuletsulets""' failfails

-
on severalseveralllevels;I :'

Lauril/enjLaurilenjLaurlIieiis/ I'hlillpIhlillp11'billipi11billipi' ; 011Oil IlIIdandand-

Amulets
IlII-

dAmuletsAmulets , InultInuit : A People-
United

PeoplePeople-
UnllUnllUnitedd at the ToTop ofor thetheVorld\\VorldVorldWorld ;

BreakwaterBreakwaler BookstKks, I.td(19H3)I.td19H3Itd19H3Ltd(19R3)Ltd19R3Ltd(1983)Ltd1983. .: , ( )) .,.
by Don Mitchell-

By
Mllchell-

By
MitchellMllchellMitchell-

ByBy now the pattern Is familiarfamlhar .,

A yoijhgyoung ,, earnest,,
whitewhwhltejournlie jouJournilistJournilist-

travelo
mfehsth tt-

traveltraveltravelo? from wherever he Ijvuslives to-

the
toto-

thethe akhearcticarctic tptoto'ISlt\'Visit\'ISlt'ISltISlt the InuitInull and-

describe
andand-

describedescribe the cultural discongru-
ty

discongru-discongrudidl ! congruj-
ty

congruj-congrujeongl\lleonglll'\ $ -'
tyIY occaioccasionedoceaMoned< ioned by the oil011 and gas-
industry's

gaggasgas-

IOdustry'sindustry'sindustrysIOdustry'sIOdustrys'' intrusionIntl\l&looIntll&loolloo'\& into what had-

been
hadhad-

beenbeen until recentlyrecenlly an alien land-
The

landland-
TheThe Journalistjournaht invariably brings toto-

his
to-

hishis tataskk an uninformed roman-

ticism
romanI-

IClsm
romanroman-¬-

ticismIIClsm and departs ,. at lealeastt 10-

some
to10to-

somesome eExtenttent ,. disillusioneddlsiliubioned How-

disillusioned
HowHow-

dlbllludlbllludisillusionedlon d depends on two fac-

tots
facfac-

tors
fac-fac-¬-

torstots *' the personalitypersonaltyrsonahty of the jour-
nalist

Jlur-
nah

jourJ\lur-Jlurjour-\ ¬-

nahnalist1 and how much fun he had-

on
hadhad-

onon hisOIS tripIrlp , LastLalt year'syears'' preemi-
nent

preemi-
nent

preemipreemi-¬-
nent eexampleample of thist\JIStJIS\ genre ofof-

Journahsm
of-

journalism
,
journalismJournahsmJournahsmIJournahsmwas'I''waswaswas David BocrlBocri'sBocrisBoeri'sBoerisBoeri's-
People

'
People of tiediethe, Ice WhWhale-

One
WhaleWhale-

One
lele-

OneOne of this(Ihlhs| year'syearsyear'' entriesenlrles is OsOIl-

and
Oil!

and AmuletAmuletsAniuleth by Philip LauritzcnLaurltzLauritzenLauritzen-
The

nn-

TheThe plotplollsis fairlyfulrlyfiiirly simple In 1977-

Lauritzen
19771977-

LauntzenLauntzenLauritzen ,,. a DamDanishh journalist-
now

Journalit-
now

journalistJournali\tJournalit\
now livinghvlng in Greenland , attends-

the
aUends-

the
attendsaUends

the firstlirst InuitInull Circumpolar ConCOO-COOCoq-CoqCoq-

ference
COO-

ference
¬-

ference In Barrow On the way-
home

wayway-
Jome\home\JomeJome dohe "' triestried aS \c\ococloselyey[ as-

scheduled
asas-

scheduledscheduled andamI charter airplane-
service

airplaneairplane-
serviceservice will permit to10 retrace the-

route
thethe-

routeroute across the Canadian arctic

!,
II-

alongalong whichwhlco tiettlje explorersexplorersesw10rers Kno-

Ra
KnityKno\KnoKnott\!,

RaRasmussertRasmussenmu en andanti PeterPeter Freuchen-
traveled

FreuchenFreuchen-
traveledtraveled In 1924 during the Fifth-

Thule
FifthFlftoFlfto-

ThuleThulcThule EExpeditionpedltion ., In this fashion-

Lauritzen
falhion-

Launtlen
fashionfalhion

Launt/enLauntenLauntlenLauritzen/ drops in (foror a day or-

two
oror-

twotwo at such places-placesplacesas-, as InuvikiInuviki-
Ttiktoyaktuki

InuvikInuvlk ,

TUkloyaktukjTltkloynklukTtiktoyaktuki, Churchill ,, Ranki-

d"the

RankiriRanklliRankid

'.""thethe''thethe outcome is a-

confusing
aa-

conUsing
a-

confusingcon/UsingconUsingconfusing/ muddle . .. .
""

Inlet,, Resolute , NanisivikNanlslvlk ,. and-

Frobisher
andand-

FrobiFrobishcrFrobisherFrobi her Bay In 1983 he returns-

to
returnsreturns-

toto FrobishefFrobisher Bay to cover ttietie-
third

tjicee-

thirdthird InupiatInuplat CircumpolarCncumpollir Con-

ference
Con-

ference
ConCon--¬-

ference which eslUbhestablishedhed the-

Alaska
thethe-

AlaskaAlaska Native Review-
Commission

ReviewReview-
CommlsllonCommissionCommlsllon
CommissionAlongCommlsllonAlong

Along the way ,,. however ,,

LauntzenLauritzen tape recordswicords interviews-
with

inlerviews-
wllh

interviewsinlerviews
withwllh Inuit Leaders includmincludinincluding,#
CharlieCharhe Edwardsen and JJimmyImmxImmxStottJimmyStottsth6th6-

President
StottsStott of AlaAlaskaka ,, Sam RaddiRaddl ,, thethllthl-

lPresidentPresident of COPE ,, John-
Amagoalik

JohnJohn-
AmagoahkAmagoalikAmagoahk , President of Inuit-

Tapirisat
InuitInuit-

TapinsatTapinsatTapirisatTapinsatofof Cananda ,, and David-

Aglukark
David i,

Aglukark ,, chairman ofDr the-

keewain
thethe-

keewahnkeewatmkeewahnkeewain( IrtUitInuitWit AsAssdciatitmiAssdciatitmi-
Excerpts

AssociatiomAssociatiom-
Excerpts

dciallII!) ,

EExcerptscerpts fromfl9m the Interviinterviewsws ,.

descriptions of the history or prepre-

sent
pre-

sent
pre-pre¬-

sent statusstalus of ANCSA and the

variousvariou land claimsclall1S! movements-
new

movementsmovements-
nnown\\nnnderVaynew!?\! underwaynder\VaynderVay\ in AlaskaAlalka addand thethe-

Canadian
the-

CanadianCanadian arctic , and notes made-

while
mademade-

whilewhile wandering araroundJund ', the-

abovementioned
thethe-

abovementionedabove-mentionedabovementioned- towns , toeIform the-

body
thetoetoe-

body
I

bodybodyofof the book ., UnforsunatelyUnfortunately ,

tthe
,

e body hitshilS nonodnodspineIIspinespine ,. ForFor-

whalever
For-

whateverwhateverwhalever reason , LaurlttauritzenLauritzenen did-

not
diddid-

notnot (or could "not"ototpot ?) decide which-

of
whichwhich-

DfofDf these three ideas should be lJe-
focus

thel\JelJethe-

focus
\

focus of the book around whichwhich-

the
which-

thethe other two wouldwouldrevolverevolverevolve-
CQn

revolve-
ConsequentlyCQnConsequentlyquently ,. the outcome is a-

confusing
aa-

confusingconfusing muddle which failsfalls on-

all
onon-

alllhreealallalllhree| three levels .

The effect of individualmdivldual per-

sonality
per-

sonahty
per-perperper--¬-

sonalitysonahtysonahtyonsonalityonon the course of humanhuman-

history
human-

historyhistory isis a topic of consistent in-

terest
1-

0tere

in10-10in-in-¬-

tereterestt and debate Aside from be-

in
bebe-

In

be-be-¬-

Ining$ in the right place (AlaAlaskaka ) atat-

the
at-

thethe right time ( the discovery of oiloil-

at

oil-

atat PrudhoePl\ldhOlPlldhOl'\ ' Bay ) , theIhe successsuccess-

which
success-

whichwhich the Alaska Native com-

munity
convcom-com-,

munity eexperiencedperlenced in persuading-
the

persuadingpersuading-
thethe Congress to settle itsits-

aboriginal
its-

aboriginalaboriginal claims is in large-

measure
largelarge-

meameameasureure the story of the courage-
and

couragecourage-
andand commitment of the youngyoung-
Native

young-
NativeNative leaders who foughtfoughl for thethe-

ca
the-

causecacau.secausecaC. \CC!\ . The samesarno is undoubtedly-
true

undoubtedlyundoubtedly-
truetrue today In the Canadian arcticarctic-

Consequently(;Consequentlynsequently , a book which tells-

the
tellstells-

thethe world more about the men andand-

women
and-

womenwomen fightinglighting for the rights ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir people In the Northwest Ter¬.

II-

rltJrle
II

I

ritoriesrlt\Jrle\rltJrleritoric9rltJrlewQuJd\ \ wouldwQuJd be an importantImportan !+

contributioncontnbulion to10 arqticarGtlcarctic scholarshipcholal"ohlpcholalohlp" .

RegrettablyRegretlably ,. theIhe portions of the '

interviewinlerview transcripts reprintedrepnnted inin-

OilOil0,1010,1andOiland, and Amulets shed little ) light-

ph
hght-

I'n
lighthght

'onI'nInph the men Lauritzen has gone. toto-

considerable
j

cconsiderablenliderable trtrdubletroubleuhle and eexpense-
to

expensepen
tto<) visit .

The portions of the book deal-

109

deaUdeal-dealdeali-

ng
-

ing109 with thetheJlslory\history\JlsloryJlslory of the land-

claims
landland-

claimsclaims movementsmovemenlS in the arcticarcttcarctic-
leave

arcttc-

leaveleave a similar feeling of fllstra-

lion
frustra-

tion
frustrafl\lstra-fllstrafrustra-'\ ¬-

tionlion . The interrelationshipmterrelationship betbet-

ween
bet-bet¬.-

ween Inuit aspirations for a-

socially
aa-

sociallysocially and economically just-

settlement
justjust-

settlementsettlement of their aboriginal landland-

claims
land-

clalmclaimsclalm and the IncreaIncreasingly-

"Is

increasinglylngly

""IsIs''IsIs OilQil and Amulets worthworth-
reading

worth-
readingreading ? ..,. probably not ,. "

relentlessrelentless intrusionmtl\lSlonmtllSlon'\ of multi-
natIOnal

multi-
national

multimulti--¬-

national natural resource develop-

ment
developdevelop-develop-

ment
-¬-

ment corporations intomto InultInuit terter-

fIIory
ter-

ritory
ter-ter¬-

ritoryfIIory is a subject of eexciting-
topicality

excitingcitmgcitmg-

toplcaluytopicalitytoplcaluy . However , the historyhistory-
alii

history-
andaliiandandslatis! statstatusslatis} s refreportsreports<>rts on the various-
land

vanous-
land

variousvanous
land claimschUms movements which-

Lauritzen
which-

LllIritzen
whldhwhich

\LailritzenLl\lIritzenLllIritzenLauritzen pastespables between his in-

terviews
inin-in¬.-

terviews and travel notes provide-
little

provideprovide-
hulelittlehule real information orton the sub-

ject
subsub-sub¬.-

ject . And if his scholarshipsc\JolarshlpscJolarshlp\ deal-

ing
dealdeal-¬.-

ingingwithwithwuh thelhe Canadian land claims-

movements
claimsclaims-

movementsmovements is as lackadaisical asas-

his
as-

hishis scholarship dealing with-

ANCSA
withwith-

ANCSAANCSA , the book is more a hin-

drance
hinhin-

drance
hin-hin¬-

drance than a help in providingprovidmg an-

interested
anan-

interestedinterested reader the straight-
story

straIght-
story

straight
story . Although LauntzenLauritzen citescuescites-

Alaska
cues-

AlaskaAlaska Native Land Claims , thethe-

ANCSA
the-

ANCSAANCSA tetextbooktbook prepared by the-

Alaska
Ihe-

Alaska
theIhe

Alaska Native Foundation ,. as a-

reference
aa-

referenclIreferencereferenclI source in his-
bibliography

hishis-
bIbliographybibliography , his descriptiondescriptton ofof-

the
of-

thethe enactment of ANCSA In-

dicates
inin-

dicates
in-in¬-

dicates that he has bought Hugh-

Gallagher's
HughHugh-

Gallagher'sGallagher'sGallaghers' revisionist history in

I

EtokElokE"tok-AE"tokEtokA" -A $SWIIStoryttty)') of EEskimok'mokmo' PoPotiv'p-

hook
PtllyerPotiv'pPotivpPtllyer-

hook
W'hook , line and sinker , RegardeRegardjcssRegardlessRegardless-

of
! ss-

ofof the brebreadthdlh of Charlie Edwdrd-

sen's
Edwdrd-

ten's
Edwiird-

sen's
Edwiird-EdwiirdEdwdrd-Edwdrd-

sen'ssensten'stens' eextraordinarytraordmary COWlbulions-
tQ

contributions-
tq

contributionsCOWlbulions
totQ theIhe enactment of ANCANCSAA ,

Launtzen'sLauntzensLauritzen'sLauritzens' homage to CharlieCharhCharlie! asps-

the
aspsas-

thethe man whowhl' near1nearpear singlehandqd-
Iy

singlehandqd-singlehandqdsinglehandedsinglehandgd-.*
Iyly forged the settlement is mcjremqremqre-
aa testament (to(00 his gullibilitygulhblhty thanthllnthlanthlan-

an
thlln-

anan eexpressionpression of his competencecompetence-
asas a historianhistorian-

Lastly
historian-

Lastly
historian-

LastlyLastly , despitedelplte ,ithethe eextensiveextensive-
notes

tensive
1, notes LauntzenLauritzen dlhdiligentlydiligentlyently scribbl-

ed
sCnbbl-

I

scrlbbl-

I

scrlbbl-

ed
sCnbbl-sCnbblscrlbbl-scrlbblscribbl-scribbl--

I
ed in the bleak ,. prefabricatedprefabricatf1dprefabricatrprefabricatf1d-
motel

dd-

motelmotel rooms wherew\JerewJere\ he spent most-

of
mostmost-

ofof his nightsnighls , OHOilOilsandsandand Amulets-

conveys
Amulets

conveys littlelutle descriptive feeling-

'for
feehng-

'for
feelingfeehng

''forfor an interesting comerdornercorner of thethe-

earth
the-

earthearth which mostroost of us will never-

visit
nevernever-

visitvisit The following descriptiondescription-
ofof Tuktoyaktuk on theIhe coast of thethe-

Peaufort
the-

BeaufortBeaufortPeaufort
.example"He.

Sea is a typical eexampleample
""HeHeHe was lookinglookmg out over thethe-

houses
the-

houseshouses .. Some of them were old-

s

old
sand| nd some dilapidateddtlapidated-that'sdtlapidatedthat'sthatsdilapidated-that'sdilapidateddtlapidatedthat's-
what

dilapidatedthat's-
what

-that'sthats'
what they looked likebke at anyany-

r
any-

rhterraterhtete "
As a criticcnllc once pointed OU-

Isqmewhat
outOUIout-

sgmewhatsomewhatsqmewhatsgmewhat disparagingly about Ihe-

work
theIhethe-

workwork of the latlate AmericanAmencan author-
Jack

authorauthor-
JackJackJackKerouacKerouac , there is a. substan-

tial
substan-

101

substansubstan-¬.-

\tial\101101 difference between typing and-

writing
andand-

wntlngwritingIs
writing-writingwntlng-.,

Is OHQilOil and AmuletsAmulers worthworth-

reading
worth-

readingreading? For non-NativenonNativenon-NativesNatives- * inin-

terested
in-

terested
in-in¬-

terested in the Inuit landlandclaimsclaimsclaims-

movement
claims-

movementmovement , probably not . ButBul forfor-

Natives
for-

NativesNatives Interested In their ownown-

hi
own-

historyhihistorytory and futureMure , probably so .

BecauBecause maybe the eexasperation-
which

exasperationasperationasperation-
whichwhich readingreadmg such a* pedestrian-
piece

pedestnan-
piece

pedestrianpedestnan
piece of work about their own-

people
ownown-

peoplepeople might engender will in-

spire
inin-

spire
in-in¬-

spire a NativeNallve who'swhos' not now-
planning

nownow-
planningplanning on it to become a jour-
nalist

jour-
nalist

jourjour--¬-
nalist . Because untilunlll Native peo-

ple
peopeo-peo-

ple
peo-peo-¬-

ple startslart telling the world theirtheir-

own
their-

ownown story , they will continueconlinue 10-

have
to10to-

havehave it told for themIhem by jour-
nalists

jour-
nalists

jourjour-¬-
nalists like Philip Lauritzen andand-

David
and-

DavidDavid BoenBocnBoeri .,


