Great Pacific fears
effects of closing
fisheries areas

hy A.J. McClanahan
Tunhra Tismies pasbilishior

The Great Pacific Fish Co. Inc.,
which owns a 124 Y -Tool trawler that
cost about $4 million, is worried about
its future, according o Trefon
A Jr., chiel executive officer.

“"We're finally getting settled in,
recovering from losses, and now we
find ourselves in a position 1o plan
long-term growth,” Angasan said, ex-
plaining that in its first eight years of
existence the firm lost about %3
million,
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e Firm not ‘domestic’

(Cantimund Yrom Pago Oonj

Angason s the  company s
Cstymied by g propesal befiore ithe
MNorth Pacific Fisheries Management
Councel to establish o priority becess
urea tor domestic processors aroand
Dutch Harbor by closing the area
within 10O smles o all bt domiesti
fishing

Gireat Pacilic o omot consideral
Cdomestc T because 1 operates oo
jonrt venture with Tayo, a Japanese
fish company. Grewt Pacilic  now
depends on Bering Sea boltomifish o
its revenue, and the Diuch Hirbor aren
i the most promising . Angasan said

He said Great Pacific's truwler is
one of the few wholly Alaskan catchey
bsats fishing i the Bering Sea botiom
fishery. The vessel is capable of -

vhing betweeen 25 N0 amd 30,000
metric tons annually.

The prohlem Great Pacilic tices, he
sathd, o thane without participating in i
et venture, the i cannot Teasibly
delver s catch o an oneshore Facility

I takes up 1o six disys, between
catchimg, runming 1o the shore facily
y. delivery, returming o the lshing
proninds andd wgain finding the fish, ™
Angasan sabd inorecent testimony 1o
the Morth Pacilic Fisheries Manage
menl Conneil

Hee sl the six divys lost an fishing
D represent ST00 00 mumamum
cach delivery

Angasan <l he hopes the douncil '«
action does nol hurt Grear Pacilic
because he behieves ocan be a viable
and tmpntant resource Tor the Natve
villages thm own it



