Stevens introduces legislation to aid”
small newspapers in rural locations

Sen. Ted Stevens recontly itioduy
ed legrsdanon o restore redoced mail
myg rates for rueal newspapers in the
Lower 48 ond moamtin low postal
rates T Adaska pablications

The bl ds coesponspored by Sen
Frank Murkowk|

Phe Rural Newspaper Preservation
Act would ke s newspapers
chgible  Tor the limndd coculation
postal vate, which was elmmmed by
Comgress i 1985

he Tioted corculation rate allow
el newspapers and other publications
vl at i reduced postal rate of they
cirealitesd fewer than S 000 copies o
sidde the county ol publicat bon,

In addition o recestublishing the
howited  corenlatum  rile. Stevens”
legishation would  redefine  ceramm
eligility requiremients 1or an even
Boower postal rate reseeved Tor publice.
brons it il subscriptions within the
venndy ol publication,

CHSimwe BN, Congress  huas
tecopnzed the mporimee ol helpimg
rural meswspapers suevive i a marke
increpsingly  doesmimared by oregional
and natiooal media,” Steviéns soud,
“Thas Tegesbaton will not provide o
windladl 1w small newspapers. bui
sunprly wimd help assast them o com

peete wth the putional pvedi while poo
viching the local news coverage s
essential 1o rural spbseribers.

He also sond the legistanon is par
tenlarly soportant e Alaska, where
sl newspapers are an importan
souree of thnely nows



