‘I always carried my copy of Kashtanka’

by Arksdi Kudrya
MNovostl Press Agency
e the Tundies Times

A new collection of Zowa
Nenlyumkina's verse sold out of the
bovkstores of Chukotkia — i the ex
tremie northeist of the USSR border
ing on Aluska — o tine in lale
1986

The book, Where Are You?, 15 the
fourth collection by Nenlyumbk i,
whiv s extremely popular with the
local peaple. Two of her works have
been inthe Eskimo language amd the
othet two 1o Russian

Nenlyamkma, 36, is o graduate of
the teacher's trmming school n
Anucdyr, the cupital of Chukotka. For
4 yeurs, she worked al Radio Ansdyi
o the Eskimo language progoum, She
startend composing verse when still ut
the teacher s traning school

Her works are mostly devoted 1 the
lile of her lellow Eskimos . Later on,
as oo well known poet, she extablished
contacts with Alaskn Bskinwe, wnd she
learned many of them tuned i to bew
ol Eskimos i the BTSSR

Nenlyumkma says she inherned her
zest lor reamding and learming from he
grandiather and her romantic miture
from ber grandmother Alpyna. wh
was i preal conmoesseur ol Tolk
legends and traditions

1 remember Granddad bonging o
sackiul of something. "li's books, ™ he
said with an mr of imponance

“We were still hiving in o varango
(the traditional pelt wem of Chulchis
and Eskimos of Chukotka). | washed
e put om my Sunday best for scann.
ing the books for pictures

“When | learned w rewd, my
fuvorites were Pushkin takes and
Chekbov's story  ““Kaslitinka™
Eskimo translation. | always carred
my copy of “"Kashtanka™ with me,
even W the tundra,”” the poet said

In 1984, a collection of her verse
wis published in Copenhagen. Petr
Essen, the Dansh apthonty m Eskimo
stuches  referred o that event  as
“epochomaking” in s message to the
poet, stressing it was the first book
produced by Soviet Eskimos o be

blished abroad and the first one 10

vransintied from a foreign Eskimo
ongue o the language of  the
Greenland Eskimos

Nenlvumking lives in Providenyi
Fownship and is employed at the local
vommunity center os o folk ars in-
structor. She is the top Soviel Eskimao
personality today, but not the first,

Among her predecessors 15 the
Eskimo pilot and poet Yuri Anko. He
graduated from Lemingrad's Herzen
Teacher Training Institute and finish:
ed flying school. He Mew over
Chukotka and clsewhere in thiy
CouniTY.

The Soviet Union’s BEskimo popul
ton numbers around 1,500 people
who live on the Chukchi Peninsula in
villages dotting the Bering Sci coust

The people generally hunt the wed
mammals, such os walrus and ugrog
and small seals. Also, Tur hunting 1s
mpertant, and the area abounds in the
polar fox

The Eskimo village of Suremki i the
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Eskimo poer Zovva Neshvamiking worky ar her desk ax her son Viadid Tl s om

only place in Chukotka where the
irndhiional skin boats comipete in hun
ting with the modern motor boats
Muny local people hold that the okl
iype boats have advamages over 1he
modern vessels. For example. they are
not prome (o wee Nilming

The problem is that there are few
people toduy who know how 1o make
them, und craltvmen wre in shor
supply

Sea huntimg asell, as an occupation
i al risk of dying our. Young people
prefer to become machine operators,
teachers and medics. The Chukchi
Peninsula, in fact, may hve oversokd
modern ways. Measures have been
taken o solve this problem. Schowls
ifler special courses in sen hunting

In their first four years at school
Eskimo children vse the primer wind
Eskimo language textbooks compiled
by the former school teacher Lyadmila
Ayana, an Eskimn

Avyana [ives in the same township as
Nenlyumkina and s employed ot the
Chukotka branch of the Moscow
based Instiute of Ethne Schools

Folk arts have made the Eskimo
community famous. There 1s a bone
carving factory, decades old, m the
village of Uelen, the custernmast pant
of the USSR It carries on the Chukch
and Eskim tradition in thot folk crad)
The walrus-tusk articles provuced by
the locul cralismen were a success al
exhibitions In Parm, Monteeal amd
nka

Also popular are the folk song and
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dance  compames.  Every  Eskimo
villigghe Dies i folk compiny of s own
Lunmno, “"The White Sail™”; Siremika
“Northern Laghts®, and Uelen, u
EAVI NIy of the same name

Last stmmer, a group of amoateus
dancers and simgers from “*Uelen™
amd “"Northern Lights" attended the
trachiional Aasivik Eskarme Festival i
Carcenland

I merviewed some of them upaon
thettt return

"They gave us o rmost cordial recep

tion e Cireenlamd, sad - Yakoow
Tugyek Trom Uelen. “The lowal
papers front-paged our visit. They

cilled us their “*Siberion brothers,”
wndh ther attnode was really frinernal

"We were pratilied fo learn that the
Cwreenland  Eskimos are so muoech
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Mew'iigll Priss Agancy phiolo

devored w the Mattve wongue They
speak more Eskuno than we do,
Tagyek sud

He also sipd Siberian and Gireenbind
Eskimon digcussed ecology

“The CGireenlanders are opposed o
cross-country vehlaeles for ecological
comsaderations. Their dislike Tor tha
s of Irinsprortn in s stems
fromm it being unsale,” he said. *in
Circenland, such vehicles  wall
sunetimey sink into cracks e
There have been casualties. So they
prefer the wraditional dog teams.

Yakov sad he hopes miore such
mcetings can be possible

“We puned in the hope of more
such meets m the near future. We hod
a really greal time topether ™




