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Celebration 84 included a memorial service for Mildred Sparks .

- -

Mildred Sparks , Tlingit leader , dies
Southeast Alaskan residentsresidents-

will
residents-

willwill nussnttss one spark of life . . . MilMil-
dred

.

dred Sparks ., at the age of 8383-
dlcd

83-
dieddlcddied Into HainesIlaines Alaska on May 9 ,

19849841

984Sparks
Sparks served as Alaska NaNa-

rive

.

ftverive Sisterhood president twice .

Today'sTodays' president , Ethel LundLund-
remembered

Lund-
rememberedremembered Sparks fondly .

"SheShe" was a very remark-remarkremark-
able

remark-
able

-

able lady . .outstandingoutstanding. . SheShe-
would

She-
wouldwould be an inspiration toto-
all

to-
allall . She was a very strong womenwomen-
and

women-
andand a strong model who propro-
vided

.

vided leadership ."." Lund saidsaid-
age

said-
ageage didn'tdidnt' prevent Sparks fromfrom-
workmg

from-
workingworkmgworking and conUn'uingconUnuingcontinuing' to give aa-
leadership

a-
leadershipleadership role to projecrsprojects .

In 19R19R1I the tlntverUniversityUniversityoftrytryofofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska , Juneau awarded SparksSparks-
anan honorary doctorate degree inin-
Humanities

in-
HumanitiesHumanities . The Alaska StateState-
Legislature

State-
LegislatureLegislature issued a cttaUoncitation onon-
her

on-
herher behalf .

According to the citation .,

USeenteen"SeenteenSeenteen" ," (her llingitTlingit name)
was active in her llingitTlingit waysways-
and

ways-
andand was ddevotedvoted to her clan .

she knew how to weave thethe-
famous

the-
famousfamous Chilkat blankets andand-
was

and-
waswas a strong supporter of herher-
family

her-
familyfamily ,.

In 1968 she was namednamed-
Alaska's

named-
Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' Mother of the Year .

In addition to being dedicateddedicated-
toto her family, she was dedi .

catedGated to her people . In 19541954-
she

1954-
sheshe was elected.

to. serve on the

KJukwanKlukwan Traditional CouncilCouncil-
and

Council-
andand later from 19S19S611955 -6161- sheshe-
served

she-
servedserved on the National ConCon-
gress

.

gress of American Indian board .

She was the oldest membermember-
of, of the Haines Presbyterian ChurChur-ChurChur-

ch

-.
ch She also was a key personperson-
inin the development of the

Chilkat State Park .

Her surviving children areare-
Margaret

are-
MargaretMargaret Thomas ., Wes and EvanEvan-
Willard

Evan-
WillardWillard , Ron Sparks , IreneIrene-
Sparks

Irene-
SparksSparks Rowan and DavidDavtd ughtLight

She'sShes' also liurVlVldedsurvivtded bvby 2424-
grandch1Jdren

24-
grandchildrengrandch1Jdrengrandchildren and 14 greatgreat-
grandchildren

.

grandchildren .

She was born at KJukwan1Clukwan Into

1900 . She W31was! burned toin HameHaines


