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Rock-
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"He

Times-

"He""HeHe didn'tdidnt' seemeen\eeneento\ to pay a-

ny
a-

ny
a-

ny
a-a-

ny attention to my com-
mands

com-
mands

comcom-¬-
mands anymore so I gave upup-

and
up-

andand let himhun lead ththe teamteam-
hIS

team-
hishis own way , " recalled Ke-

shoma
Ke-

shorna
Ke-

shorna
Ke-Ke-

shornashoma , my mother SheShe-

had
She-

hadhad just lived through aa-

treacherous
a-

treacheroustreacherous ordeal of dnv-
ing

dnv-
mg

drivdnv-dnv¬-

ingmg a dog team inm one of thethe-

Arctic's
the-

Arctic'sArctic'sArctics' most severe bliz-
zards

bltz-
zards

blizbltz-bltzbliz-¬-
zards . It happened manymany-
year

many-
yearsyearsyear.; ago near the cliffschffs ofof-
Cape

of-
CapeCape Thompson in North-
western

North-
western

NorthNorth-¬-

western Alaska . Her state-
ment

state-
ment

statestate-¬-

ment was regardingregardmg ""SpotSpot ,
""

the leader of our dog team .,

Spot was a dog of ques-
tionable

quesques-quest-
ionable

-¬-
tionable origin . My broth-
er

brothbroth-¬-
er Ebrulik , had taken hhishinwas..aaaa.aa-
a

.
a gift from his friendsfnends aat,
Kotzebue , while the dogdog-

was
dog-

waswas stillstilistiliastillaa pup The novel-
ty

novel-
ty

novelnovel-¬-
ty of seeing a puppy thatthat-
didn't

that-
didn'tdidn'tdidnt' look like a huskyhusky-
must

husky-
mustmust have caught Ebruhk'sEbruhksEbrulik'sEbruliks'

eyeeye-

Strange
eye-

StrangeDogWhenStrange Looking Dog
When Spot became fullfull-

grown
full-

growngrown , he was a ' far crycry-

from
cry-

fromfrom looking like a huskyhusky-
oror a malemute . He hadhad-

short
had-

shortshort but powepowerfulul legs andand-
aa thinthU1 , long body . He waswas-

mostly
was-

mostlymostly mostly white withwith-
patches

with-
patchespatches of black on his bobo-

dy
bo-

dy
bo-bo¬-

dy . He was named ""SpotSpot , "
on account of that . He alsoalso-
barked

also-
barkedbarked where huskies andand-

malemutes
and-

malemutesmalemutes sing-songedsingsongedsingsonged-
when

singsonged-
when

---
when excited .

Spot did have somethingsomething-
ofofofaa husky face . It waswas-

black
was-

blackblack with white patchespatches-
over

patches-
overover his eyes . But his re-

semblence
re-rere-

semblence
re-

semblence
-

semblence to a husky endedended-
there

ended-
therethere . He had large blackblack-
ears

black-
earsears that flopped down onon-

each
on-

eacheach side of his head .

In spite of hisIus physicalphysica-
lmakeup

physica-
lmakeupmake-upmakeup-- , Spot was a for-

midable
for-

midable
forfor-¬-

midable dog . He was pow-
e

pow-
erful

powpow-¬-
eerfulul.. Big malemutes came

to know better than to pIck-
a

pick
a fight with him . He waswas-

intelligent
was-

intelligentintelligent withoutwithout' beingbeing-
too

being-
tootoo fnendlyfriendly . This becamebecame-
apparent

became-
apparentapparent early in hisIus hfe-

and
lifehfelife-

andand he was destineddestU1ed to bebe-

a
be-

aa leader .

Shorthort legs ? That was nono-

problem
no-

problemproblem for Spot.. It waswas-

amazing
was-

amazmgamazingamazmg to see him peperformperform-
as

ormorm-
asas a leader . While thethe-

team
the-

teamteam was at a full gallopgallop-
Spot

gallop-
SpotSpot would trot , his shortshort-
legs

short-
legslegs movingmovrng so fast thatthat-
they

that-
theythey were almost a blurblur-
of

blur-
ofof motion . There was nev-

er
nev-

er
nevnev-¬-

er a slack on his trace .

FtteFate Sealed-
Spot's

Sealed-
Spot's

SeatedSealedSeated-
Spot'sSpot'sSpots' fate was sealed asas-

soon
as-

soonsoon as he came to ourur fam-

ily
fam-

ily
famfam-¬-

ily . He was hated by mostmost-
all

most-
allall the dogs in our team .

This percufiarperculiarpercullar hatred exist-
ed

exist-
ed

existexist-¬-
ed all thorough his life . IfIf-

It

If-

itit hadn'thadnt' been for us , hehe-

would
he-

wouldwould have perished even asas-

Continued
as-
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a puppy As a full growngrown-
dog

grown-
dogdog ., he was rrtoremore than e-

qual
e-

qual
e-

qual
e-e-

qual to anyJny dog He couldcould-
gIve

could-
givegive temble pUnIshment-

Other
punishmentpunishment-

Other
punishment-

OtherOther dogs inm our teamteam-
would

team-
wouldwould gang fightfight himhUTI everyevery-
opportunIty

every-
opportunityopportunity they got HeHe-

was"'was'JSJS always equal to the ococ-

LaSlOn

oc-

Lasion
oc-oc¬-

casionLaSlOnLasion by beingbemg powerfulpowerful-
and

powerful-
andand lightening fast It waswas-

fortunate
was-

fortunatefortunate for us we man-
aged

man-
aged

manman-¬-
aged to stop these fights ,.

becauseoClausc even he could notnot-
keep

not-
keepkeep fighting against oddsodds-
like

odds-
likelike that Huskies oror-

malemutes
or-

rnalcmrnalcmmalemutesutes are vicious andand-
JestruLllve

and-
destru.tivedestructiveJestruLllvedestru-.tivedestru.tivedestru.tivetive-. fighters GIV-

en
Giv-

en
GivGIV-¬-

en an inch ,. they can literalIIteral-IIteralliteral-¬-

lyIy tear their opponent toto-

pIeces

to-

piecespieces .

Died FightingFighting-

Alas

Fighting-

AlasAlasAJas , Spot met his deathdeath-
whIle

death-
whilewhile fighting off two hugehuge-
malemutes

huge-
malemutesmalemutes that had gottengotten-
loose

gotten-
looseloose while the family waswas-

attending
was-

attendingattending church one Sun-
day

Sun-
day

SunSun-¬-
day . The intrepid leaderleader-
could

leader-
couldcould not hold out againstagainst-
the

against-
thethe two while being ham-
pered

ham-
pered

hamham-¬-
pered withwithaa chain snappedsnapped-
onon his collar fastened to aa-

whale
a-

whalewhale jawbone stuck intointo-
the

into-
thethe ground Thus ended thethe-
life

the-
lifelife of a great leader . HeHe-

will
He-

wlllwillwlll not be forgotten as longlong-
as

long-
asas our family tree exists .

In 1924 ,, my parents,, a-

long
a-aa-

long
a-

long
-

long with my oldest sister ,
youngyounS[ brother ,. and babvbabybaby-
sister

baby-
sistersister , had gone to our trap-

ping
trap-

ping
traptrap-¬-

ping camp 22 miles south ofof-

Point
of-

PointPoint Hope toward CapeCapeThompsonThompson to trap fox .

There my father had keptkept-
up

kept-
upup a small sod igloo wherewhere-
we

where-
wewe stayed during fox hunt-
ing

hunt-
ing

hunthunt-¬-

ing seasons . I had remain-
ed

remain-
ed

remainremain-¬-
ed at Point Hope with UnUn-

cle
Un-

cle
Un-Un¬-

cle Nayukuk and Aunt Mu-

mangeena
Mu-

mangeena
Mu-

mangeena
Mu-Mu-

mangeena to go to school..
The family had made thethe-
trip

the-
triptrip with 9-99-dog9dog91og--<1og team withwith-
Spot

with-
SpotSpot the leader as usual .

While there , father wouldwould-
set

would-
setset his traps for white fox-foxfox-/foxfox-IfoxI- /

es,, red foxes ,, and for occa-

sional
occa-

sional
occaocca-¬-

sional silver foxes , up onon-

the
on-

thethe hills baclcback of the camptampcamp-

and
tamp-

andand at Cape Thompson itit-

self
it-

self
it-it¬-

self.. In between times hehe-

would
he-

wouldwould go out to the ice toto-

hunt
to-

hunthunt seals and polar bears .

The hunting period usuallyusually-

lasted
usually-

lastedlasted about two monthsmonths-
Imd

months-
andandImd the family would cocomecome-

back
ee-

backback to Point Hope in time-

for
timetime-

forfor Christmas .

Unusual WeatherWeather-

The
Weather-

The
Weather-

TheThe time of the year waswas-

around
was-

aroundaround the latter part ofof-
November

of-
NovemberNovember . The weatherweather-
had

weather-
hadhad been beautiful.. It waswas-

not
was-

notnot cold . One day thethe-
skies

the-
skiesskies clouded up briefly andand-
big

and-
bigbig snowflakes began to fallfall-

almost
fall-

almostalmost straight downdoWB . ThereThere-
was

There-
waswas hardly any wind thatthat-
day

that-
dayday . The temperatures waswas-

around
was-

aroundaround three below . TheThe-
flakes

The-
flakesflakes settled on the wind-
packed

wind-
packed

wind-
packed

wind-wind-

packed snow andmd remainedremained-
undriven

remained-
undrivenundriven by wind .

There were three moremore-
days

more-
daysdays of this type of weath-
er

weath-
er

weathweath-¬-
er The skies wouldwould'clear''- clear

c-

learclearclear-
up

clear-
upup and the sun would shineshine-
beautif411y

shine-
beautifullybeautifullybeautif411y . The flakes feU-

until
fellfeUfell-

untiluntil the layer was four inin-

ches
in-

ches
in-in¬-

ches think . It was feather-
like

feather-
like

feather-
like

feather-feather-
like andmd fluffy . When oneone-
walked

one-
walkedwalked in it , the slightslight-
whiff

slight-
whiffwhiff of wind from one'sonesone's-
footstep

one's-
footstep

'
footstep w6uldw6u1dwould blow thethe-
feathery

the-
featheryfeathery snow from all sidessides-

of
sides-

ofof the footprint and mademade-
an

made-
anan ordinary man'smans' trackstracks-
look

tracks-
looklook like tracks of a massivemassive-
polar

massive-
polarpolar bear .

Feathery SnowSnow-
As

Snow-
As

Snow-
AsAs youngsters , my youngyoung-

friends
young-

friendsfriends and I loved to playplay-
in

play-
inin the snow of this type .

We would run and stampstamp-
hard

stamp-
hardhard with each. step to seesee-

which
see-

whichwhich one of us could makemake-
the

make-
thethe biggest tracks . The win-
ner's

win-
ner's

winwin-¬-
ner'sners' tracks wound up mea-
suring

meamea-¬.-
suring about the size of aa-

ub;tubub
tubIubOn
I On the fourth day , thethe-
sun

the-
unjsunsunun came out . It shone onon-

the
on-

the''thethe virginV1fgin show creatingcreating-
myriads

creating-
myriadsmyriads of diamond pointspoints-
of

points-
ofof light . There was not a>a-

breath
a-

breathbreath of air . The temper-
ature

temper-
ature

tempertemper-¬-

ature had warmed to aboutabout-
six

about-
sixsix above zero .

"."AAA beautiful day to hitch

up the dogs and get somesome-
wood

some-
woodwood ,,"' thought KeshornaKeshoma . "-'

Shortly before , fatherfather-
had

father-
hadhad gone up into the hillshills-
that

hills-
thatthat mominmorning to look afterafter-
some

aftert t,

some of his traps . IllI'll'' gogo-

to
go-

toto ththe-thetheones- ones nearby and 111IT11-
1be

IT-
bebe back around midday ,"
he. said . We found out laterlater-
that

later-
thatthat he had been wary ofof-
the

of-
thethe weather conditions .

The family camp was lolo-

cated
lo-lolo-

cated
-¬-

cated a mile and a half fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe shores of the ChukchiChukchi-
Sea

Chukchi-
SeaSea . There is a fresh waterwater-
lake

water-
lakelake , oval shaped , betweenbetween-
the

between-
thethe camp and the sea .

The little sod igloo waswas-

located
was-

locatedlocated on the northnorth'banknorthbank'. bankbank-

of
bank-

ofof the lake on a slope about
50 feet from the lake shore .

Fateful DecisionDecision-
There

Decision-
There

Decision-
ThereThere was still about twotwo-

or
two-

oror three days of wood fuelfuel-
to

fuel-
toto last the family , butbut-

mother
but-

mothermother had a snap deci-
sion

deci-
sion

decideci-¬-
sion to hitch up the dogsdogs-
to

dogs-
toto go after drift woodwood-

on
wood-

onon the beach some fivefive-

mil
five-

miles
.

milmiles/milesmilesdownes / down toward CapeCape-
Tho

Cape-
ThoThoTh- oOn
ThompsonOnOnTherepson . There was nono-
si

no-
sisisigji of inclemency in thethe-
weather

the-
weatherweather . It was a beautifulbeautiful-
day

beautiful-
dayday .

The dogs had not beenbeen-
worked

been-
workedworked for several days .

They showed tljeirtheir enthusi-
asm

enthusi-
asm

enthusienthusi-¬-
asm by galloping vigorouslyvigorously-
when

vigorously-
whenwhen KeshornaKeshoma got under-
way

under-
way

underunder-¬-

way . She noticed that SpotSpot-
was

Spot-
waswas acting rather peculiarly .

""HeHe seemed morose but ledled-

the
led-

thethe dogs as usual ," mothermother-
recalled

mother-
recalledrecalled .

KeshornaKeshoma traveled thethe-
five

the-
fivefive miles in comparativelycomparatively-
short

comparatively-
shortshort time . The dogs as theythey-
galloped

they-
gallopedgalloped made little puffs ofof-
drift

of-
driftdrift on the fluffy snow .

TheThe-Thesun- sun shone on and thethe-
weather

the-
weatherweather was beautiful ,

quiet , serene .

Ominous CloudOoudCloud-
When

Cloud-
When

Ooud-
WhenWhen KeshornaKeshoma reachedreached-

her
reached-

herher destination , she startedstarted-
atat once to load it withwith-
wood

with-
woodwood , When she was aboutabout-
ready

about-
readyready to start on her rere-

turn
reore-rereo-

turn
¬-

turn trip , she felt a whisperwhisper-
ofof breeze from the south .

She looked south automati-
cally

automati-
cally

automatiautomati-¬-

cally and was startled to seesee-

Continued
see-
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(Continued from Page 12)1212)-

an

12)-

an

)

an ominous gray cloud onon-

the
on-

thethe susurfaceace of the ice on thethe-
Chukchi

the-
ChukchiChukchi Seaa .

Birth Of A Stonn-
Knowing

StormStonnStorm-
KnowingKnowing what was com-

ing
com-

ing
comcom-¬-

ing , she quickly unloadedunloaded-
some

unloaded-
somesome of the wood . SheShe-
"mushed

She-
"mushed""mushedmushed " her dogs towardtoward-
the

toward-
thethe camp . The breezebreeze-
gained

breeze-
gainedgained momentum each mo-
ment

momo-
ment

mo-mo¬-
ment . Soon tiny drifts ofof-
snow

of-
snowsnow began to formfonn on thethe-
surface

the-
surfacesurface of the featheryfeathery-
snow

feathery-
snowsnow . The drifts increasedincreased-
visibly

increased-
visiblyvisibly by the moment . TheThe-

ground
The-

groundground drifts became-
heavier

became-
heavier

became
heavier and heavier . In a-

very
aa-

veryvery short time a fullfled-
ged

full-fledfullfledful1-fled-ful1full-fled-ful1fled-
ged

-- ¬-

ged blizzard formedfonned . TheThe-
wind

The-
windwind turned into a galegale-

in

gale-

inin an incredibly short time !'
With the increase of thethe-

velocity
the-

velocityvelocity of the wind , thethe-

blizzard
the-

blizzardblizzard worsened and visi-

bility
visi-

bility
visivisi--¬-

bility became ddifficult:ficu1t.. Ke-

shorna
Ke-

shorna
Ke-

shorna
Ke-Ke--

shorna could new see thethe-

leader
the-

leaderleader , Spot , a blue in thethe-

wind
the-

windwind driven snow forty feetfeet-

at
feet-

atat the head of the team .

She began to try to calcu-

late
calcu-

late
calcucalcu-¬--

late the direction she waswas-

going
was-

goinggoing . It was largely by herher-

imagination
her-

unaginationimaginationunagination but she thoughtthought-
she

thought-
sheshe was headingheadinl! in the right-
direction

righr-
dll"ection

rightrighr
directiondll"ectiondllection" . She directed SpotSpot-
accordingly

Spot-
accordinglyaccordingly by alternatelyalternately-
shouting

alternately-
shoutingshouting , ""GeeGee ,. " andand-

"Haw
and-

"Haw""HawHaw .. "
""SpotSpot seemed to obey-

my
obeyobey-

mymy commands at firstfITStfast . He-

didn't
HeHe-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' seem to listen to meme-

anymore
me-

anymoreanymore as we movedmoved-
forward

moved-
forwardforward , " Keshorna recal-
led

recalrecal- ¬.-

led .

The wind began tc-

scream
tctoto-

screamscream around her and thethe-

blizzard
the-

blIzzardblizzard increased with ththe-

velocity
thethe-

velocityvelocity of it . She couldcould-
no

could-
nono longer see Spot in thethe-

lead
the-

leadlead . Presently , the wheel-
dogs

wheewheelwheel-
dogs

'

dogs next to the sled were-

becoming
wenwerewere-

becomingbecoming indistinct in the-

swirl
the-

swirl
ttuthe

swirl of snow .

Incredible Stonn-
The

StormStonnStorm-
TheThe blizzard , fed by ththe-

fdathery
thlthethl-

feathery
<

featheryfdathery snow on the sursur-
face

.

face worsened . Keshoms-
could

KeshornKeshoms;,

could no longer see thtin-

wheel
thltinthl-

wheelwheel dogs . The front o-

the
o0

'

the sled was becoming :s:s-

blurblur in the density of thithltin

blizzard .. The flying snowsnow-
whipped}whippedhipped into her eyes , herher-
face

her-
faceface , down her neck ,
through the narrow space aa-

round
a-

round
a-a-.

round her hood .
""TheThe weather is not tootoo-

cold
too-

coldcold . What a blessing !' " she-
thought

sheshe-
thoughtthought..

The angry gale increased .

It was incredible . The forceforce-
of

force-
ofof it began to blow the sledsled-
sideways

sled-
sidewayssideways only to be stoppedstopped-
with

stopped-
withwith a jerk as the sled run-
ners

run-runrun-
ners

runrun-¬-
ners hit a packed snpwdriftsnQwdriftsngwdrift..

One of these times , Keshor-
na

KeshorKeshor-¬-
na almost lost her grip on-

the
on-

the
on

the sled .. ""II must hold onon-

to
on-

toto the sled very hard !" sheshe-

said
she-

saidsaid aloud . She was lostlost-
now

lost-
nownow but she would be-

utterly
be-

utterly
be

utterly lost if the team gotgot-

away
got-

awayaway from her .

Sled BuffetedBuffeted-
AA great gust of wind hithit-

the
hit-

thethe team and the sled caca-

reened
ca-

reened
ca-ca¬--

reened sideways , jerked ,

and overturned , whippingwhipping-
Keshorna

whipPing-
KeshornaKeshorna to the snow . SheShe-

held
She-

heldheld on grimly . Some ofof-

her
of-

herher small load spilled out .
The fury of the stormstorm-

had
storm-

hadhad slowed the team to aa-

crawl
a-

crawlcrawl and the fury of itit-

had
it-

hadhad clouded her thinking ..

When the sled overturnedoverturned-
and

overturned-
andand dumped some of heiherhethet-
load

her-
loadload , she suddenly realizedrealized-
what

realized-
whatwhat she should have dondonedone<
- unload the sled , at leastleast-
part

least-
partpart of it .

She got to her feel-

holding
feelfeetfeet-

holdingholding onto the sled and-

then
andand-

thenthen righted itit.. ""MushMush"Mush-
Spot

,

Spot , Mush ! " she shoutedshouted-
toto the leader and the leanteamtearrtearr-
she

team-
sheshe could not see . She wawaswa-
sutterly

waswas-

utterly
:

utterly lost and the onlyonly-

thing
only-

thingthing she could think of wawas-

to
waswas-

to
!

to keep going . The team rereore-
osponded

,

sponded and moved forfor-

ward
'

I ward at a walkingwalkmg pace . She-

pushed
She-

pushed
ShiShe

pushed to help the tearrteamtearyteary-

fighting
team-

fightmgfightingfightmg the gale at the same-

tune
same-

tune
sarmsame

timetune
time"Spottune"Spot""SpotSpot kept the team gogo-

ing

.

ingmg , I1 know that I thinkthmthink-

thethe other dogs were readreadyready-

to
)

I to stop and curl up inm the-

storm
thithfthe

stormstonn . IIl, could hear their-

whimpering
thenthelttheirthelt-

f

thelt-

whimpenng
:

f whimperingwhimpenng now and then ,,''
I KeshornaKeshoma saidsaid-

"Wary.
"

"WaryWary Hunter

As father had said thatthat-
morning

that-
morningmorning ,, he went a short-
distance

shortshort-
distancedistance ato attend to thethe-
series

the-
seriesseries of traps that werewete notnot-
far

not-
farfar away from the camp . HeHe-

started
He-

startedstarted back early being wa-

ry
wawa-

ry
wa-wa¬-

ry of the weather . Helie waswas-

in
was-

inin a ravine out of sight ofof-
the

of-
thethe camp . He was about aa-

quarter
a-

quarterquarter of a mile away on aa-

rise
a-

riserise when he noticed a telltell-
tale

tell-
tale

tell-tell¬-
tale susurfaceace cloud to thethe-
south

the-
southsouth . Almost immediate-
ly

immediateimmediate-immediate-
ly

-¬-
ly he felt a wisp of breezebreeze-
from

.
from the south . He knewknew-
what

knew-
whatwhat it meant and startedstarted-
toto run toward the camp . ByBy-

th
By-

thth time ne reached home , aa-

fullfledged
a-

fullfledgedfull-fledgedfullfledged- storm was inin-

the
in-

thethe making .

Near ExhaustedExhausted-
She

Exhausted-
SheShe struggled on and on .

The exertion and the ter-

n
ter-

nele
terter-¬-

riblenelen''bleble elements were begin-
ning

begin-
ning

beginbegin-¬-
ning to tell on her strength .

She began to think con-
stantly

concon-con-
stantly

¬-

stantly of , ""MyMy children ,

my husband . " It seemed toto-

give
to-

givegive her renewed energy .

She struggled on . Snow-
swirled

SnowSnow-
swirledswirled on her face . ItIt-

worked
It-

workedworked down her neck ,

around her top of her muk-
luks

muk-
luks

muk-
luks

muk-muk-

luks to her ankles .

Saved !

And then with great sudsud-

denness
sud-

denness
sud-sud¬-

denness , she heard , ""Ke-

shoma
"Ke-

shorna
"KeKe"Ke-¬-

shornashoma ! " She was startled-
beyond

startledstartled-
beyondbeyond words . She recog-

nized
recog-

nized
recogrecog-¬-

nized the voice - her hus-
bands

hus-
bands

hushus-¬-
bands voice !

Father met her two tantan-tan¬-

demsdews of dogs back from-

Spot
fromfrom-

SpotSpot.. Keshorna didn'tdidnt' seesee-

father
see-

fatherfather until he was aboutabout-

three
about-

threethree feet from her ; thethe-

density
the-

densitydensity of thethe-thenthedriven- driven snowsnow'wa-
s

snow-
was''- was

w- as'-

was
w- aswas so great . He helped her ,

using the traces to guide-

ahem
guideguide-

Ithemithemahem .. ThThe1The leader kept bar-

king
bar-

king
barbar-¬-

king all the while . A great

gust of wind hit and-
toppled

andand-
toppledtoppled them . They held onon-

to
on-

toto the traces asas- -theya-st-heyas"- they fellfell-

dragging
fell-

draggingdragging thethe-thetwoilogs"- two-dogstwodogstwo-ilogsilogstwodogs-
nearest

twoilogs-
nearest

---
nearest them . .

When they reached spot ,
he was right at the door of-
the

ofof-
thethe little sod igloo !

(Continued on Page 112)122)2)


