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JosephneJosephine, UngonUngott sews_
WIth thudthl1ltd made.-madefmadewhalef",; whale oInuflints .

Photographs by CHRIS AREND

The Art ofEskitrlO-
Skin

EslEskimoEskitrlOmomo-

SkinSkin _SetSettingSewinglIfI
tt-JitnrttJitnrttdoor- dUM s' Vote This article waswas-

prepared
was-

preparedprepared for the StateSlate of Alaska ,.

(..rajttrajttrafHrats IdentificationIdel/ttficattonIdelttficatton/ Program byby-
Kmhballm

by-

KirshbaumKmhbaumKmhballmKirshbaum A fJP' AnchorageAnchorage-

By

Anchorage-

BySTEVEKIRSHBAUMByBySTEVEKIRSHBAUMSlSIEVEEVE KIRSHBAUMKIRSHBAUM-

Skin
BySTEVEKIRSHBAUMSkin
<;SkinSkinsewingk In -.,-sewingsewingewlng Iis an Alaska-

n'JIIe
Alaskan-

ause
Alaskan'\Native'JII\e'JIIJIIe\auseause\ artJrt which began to die out-

with
out-

with
out

with thethc comingLOmlng of white civil-

I7alion
civi-

liation
clvll-

17Jllon
civil-civilclvll-clvll-

i/ationiation17JllonI7alion/ 1raditionallyradltlOnany1radltlOnany1raditionally ., as villagevillage-
ho

village-
hohohovs,", were taughttJught to hunthunt.J'ishhunt.JishhuntJish., !ishfish' andand-

lane,cir\ccirclane, ''rhrh\ glrlgirls were taughttaugltauglttaughtt foodfood-
preparation

food-
prer'JrltlOnpreparationprer'JrltlOnprerJrltlOn' , andandskin,skinkin sewing VII-

lace
Vil-

lace
Vil-

laee
Vil-VilVII-VII-

lacelaee eldeelders taujihttaught the young ,.

renerenewing" Ing culturesullturc, that had beenbee-
np.td

been-
passedpassi.ilpassiilp.tdptdpassed." ,. down lorfor thouthousandsand ofof-

ears
of-

scar\\earsearsscare.lfelfears-

s

. '<,1\\ss, """cmli/ation"cmlicmliation"lIvI1l7atJonlIvI1l7atJon"civilizationcivilization/ ' Intluenced-
llIage

influencedIntluencedinfluenced-
village\Milage\llIagellIagevillage lifehfe ,. matenalmaterial goods became-
more

became-
more

became
more important Sod huts were-

replaced
werewere-

replacl'dreplacedreplacl'dreplacld' bby clapboard housinghousing-
Seal

housing-
SealSeal anddnddndwhaJeandwhalewhalewhaJe oilallallwasoilwaswas Inddequate-
to

inadequate-
to

inadequateInddequate
to heathe.tthett. ""modernmodern"modemmodem ' housing andand-

was"was.tt. replacedreplaLed bby fueltuel oil011 AU-

terrain
All-

terrain
AlJ-

terram
AlJ-AlJAU-AUAll-All-

terramterrain vehiclesvehlcle and snow mama-

chines
ma-

chines
ma-ma¬-

chines rereplacedrejlacedlaced dog teams and-

required
and-

required
and

required gasoline Store boughtbought-
clothing

bought-
clothingclothing replaced hand sewn gar-

ment
gar-

ments
gargar-¬-

mentsment C( ivilizationIvlllzation became expen-
sive

expen-
sive

expen-expen-

sive- -

When traders found marketsmarkets-
for

markets-
forfor native handicrafts , skin sewingsewing-
and

sewing-
andand ivory carving became majormajor-
sources

major-
sourcessources of revenue for manymany-
Villages

many-
villagesvillages . The young now learnedlearned-
skin

learned-
skmskinskm sewing and carving to supple-
ment

supple-
ment

supplesupple-¬-
ment family incomes . Today , asas-

inflation
as-

mflamflainflationon pushes up the cost ofof-
cIvIlIzed

of-
civilizedcivilized survival ,. more and moremore-
women

more-
womenwomen are turningtummg from sian-
sewmg

skinsianskin-

sewingsewingsewmg to ivory carving to earnearn-
aa subsistence livinghvmg . In another-
generation

another-
generation

another
generation , skinskm sewingsewmg may dis-

appear
dis-

appear
disdis-¬-

appear completelycompletely-
Many

completely-
Many

completely-
ManyMany women inm GambeU-

know
Gambell-

know
GambellGambeU

know the art of skinskm sewingsewmg , butbut-
very

but-
veryvery few have the patience oror-

artistic
or-

artisticartistic ability of JosephineJosephine-
Ungott

Josephine-
UngottUngott.. She learned skinskm sewingsewing-
from

sewing-
fromfrom her mother many years-
ago

yearsyears-
agoago and has sincesmce taught manymany-
village

many-
villagevillage girls JosephineJosephme specializesspecializes-
Inin skimoEskl1TlOEskimo dollsdons made fromfrom-
seal

from-
seal'skmsealseal'skmsealskm'skin .

To begin , Josephine removesremoves-
the

removes-
thethe skinskm from the seal and thethe-
blubber

the-
blubberblubber is15 scraped off. The skin isis-

then
is-

thenthen placed inm a tub and taken inin-

doors
in-

doors
in-in¬-

doors where it is warm . The blub-
ber

blub-
ber

blubblub-¬-

ber is placed on top of the skin to

, \

.
,

-
- , \

,
.-

till

tillAfter

,
.,

AftoAfter' thothe ,knnongskinning, . thothe .feel..11 sknskin, IIs' tokentaken ''ndoorsndoorsiridoore to age_

keep it from dryingdrymg out , and it isis-

aged
is-

agedaged for about a week .

When the aging process is com-
plete

com-
plete

comcom-¬-
plete , the inner skinskm easily separ-
ates

separsepar-separ-
ates

¬-
ates from the outer skin . The inin-

ner
in-

ner
in-in¬-

ner skin is odorless , howeverhOWCYef the-
fur

the-
fur

the
fur side off the outer dkins'kin'jhasskinjhaskinhas

'
.

')1tas a ''"
strong odor and must be washed-
in

washed-
in

washed
in soap and water repeatedlyrepeatedly-
toto remove it . A correctly treated-
outer

treated-
outer

treated
outer skin will be odorless .

In winter months , skins areare-

dried
are-

drieddrieddriedoutsideoutside in the chilly ArcticArctic-
winds

Arctic-
windswinds.. ThisThisisjsiss call ""wind-bleach"windwindbleach"wmd-bleach-"wmdwmd"wind-bleach--- ¬-

inginghinghand" and turns the skin pure white .

Once dried , the skins are mademade-
pliable

made-
pliablepliable by stretching and scraping .,

White , wind-bleachedwindbleachedwind4Jleached-- skins are-

used
are-

used
are

used for faces and feet on Jose-
phine'S

Jose-
phine's

JoseJose-¬-
phinephine'SphineS'?' dolls.. Color ..isisJsrjs,.; added toto-

the
to-

thethe fafacee from tree bark and crepecrepe-
paper

crepe-
paper

crepe
paper which is boiled in wltwaterwater-

along
! !

along with the piece of skin toto-

be
to-

bebe dyed ..

carefullystitchedThe skin is then carefullycarefully-
stitchedstitched together from threadthread-
made

thread-
mademade of dried , split whale sinu ,
and an outer garment is added .
ITieInethe outer garment is either aa-

traditional
a-

traditionaltraditional Eskimo parka or !:..skl-
mo

Eski-
mo

Eski.skl-.sklEski-¬-
mo rain geargeat made from Beard-
ed

Beard-
ed

BeardBeard-¬-
ed Seal gut . For the rain gear ,
the seal gut is scraped inside andand-
out

and-
outout to remove any fat andandskinskin .

It is then blown up like a balloonballoon-
and

balloon-
andand dried outdoors .

(Continued on PagePa/lePale/ Five )
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HandenfHandcraftadH8ncIcr8ft8ded doll by JoMphinaJooophineJosephine UngottUntIDtt.. TliaTIleTbM facafan'- .and.aa. faathetfeat ..rmrm. wiw-

isd
wincf.bleedlewincfbleedle"d'cl"ddcld.<" ' "

mlsd. _skinIn.. ThaTIleThe Parkahrka bIIk .Ml...rr tutgut withwilli tufhtuffltuft of dyaddved mlawl. 118Ihair,.--- -- . "
. .

{

--- ---
ScnScrapingIn.1tnI1dl1ngIn1tnI1dl1ng' and. Hutchingstretching mlseal. ,akinklnkin to makamake It pIpliablapiubiA

_
forfar muringsowingsewing .
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neneOklltolAmuAnna OkhuUyukOklltolOkhtoklyukyuk .MilthMstitrh.astitrha.ItI-.ItI.ItIlull..-;dydyadl;"mlseal lullhair, eaon_ a. *ietkMsectionIoft elof a. billbollbell . MotNob* ttttwthe onMniMittiorn.m.nbiornm.nbiornmnbi-.. . imoo_. onen harhe-

rContinued

her-herhatch-..

(Continued from Page 4)4) '"Josephine Ungott is extremelyextremely-
versatileversatileersatile and makes ballsbans , muk-
ftiks

muk-
lUks

muk-muk-mukutiksutiksftikslUks and nnrlcasparkas whichwhich arpare availavail-

able
avail-

able
avail-avail.-

able for purchase inin gittgilt shops inin-

Nome
in-

NomeNome , Fairbanks and Anchorage .

Anna Ukhtokiyuk is also oneone-
of

one-
ofof GambelTsGambell'sGambells' leading skinskinsewerssewers .
Like-LikeLiktLikeJosephine- Josephine , she learned fromfrom-
her

from-
herher mother and has taught herher-
daughter

her-
daughtergirlsthedaughter and other village girlsgirls-

thethe craft . Anna sews skin ballsballs-
and

balls-
andand prepares Bearded Seal skinsskins-
m

skins-
intraditionalIinm much the same traditionaltraditional-
manner"d'cl"dmannerI manner as Josephine . She beginsbegmsbegins-
with

begms-
Withcuttingthewith pasteboard paternspatems , cuttingcutting-
thethe skins to size-

Color
sizesize-

Color<.:Colorolor is added to sections ofof-
the

of-
thethe ball by wrapping the skin andand-
tuffs

and-
tuffstuffs of fur inm different coloredcolored-
crepe

colored-
crepecrepe paper and boiling themthem-
in

them-
minm water . Before the banball isjs sewnsewn-
together

sewn-
togethertogether , intricate beadbeadworkbeadwork-
designs

workwork-
designsdesigns are sewn to the sections ,
and the final product is stitchedstitched-
together

stitched-
togethertogether . I-

Aside
i,i-

AsideAside from skin sewing , AnnaAnna-
Okhtokiyuk

Anna-
OkhtoldyukOkhtokiyukOkhtoldyuk and Josephine UngottUngott-
also

Ungott-
alsoalso share another aspect of the

Eskimo culture whichwluch has disap-
peared

dISap-
peared

disapdISap--¬-
peared with civilization - tattoostattoos-
Both

tattoos-
BothBoth have tattooed faces andand-

wrists
and-

wristswrists which accordingaccordmg to Jose-
phine

lose-
phme

Joselose-loseJose-¬-
phinephme , ""It'sIts' the same as makeup ,

but thistlus makeup stays on ".
Amy .bningvwukt.ningvwuktningvwukEningvwuk is a skinskmskin-

sewer
skm-

sewersewer in Nome OriginallyOrigmally fromfrom-
Shishmaref

from-
ShishmarefShishmaref , a small village nearnear-
Kotzebue

near-
KotzebueKotzebue , she now livesbves inm aa-

modest
a-

modestmodest housing development withwith-
her

with-
herher sister . Unlike JosephineJosephme andand-

Anna
and-

AnnaAnna , Amy has no familylamilytamily toto-

support
to-

supportsupport her and to supply skins-
for

skins-
for

skins
for her craft . Amy must walk thethe-
mile

the-
milemile from her home to Nome's-
gilt

Nome's-
gilt

Nome'sNomes'
gittgilt shopshoe to set1Ietzet: ore-tannedoretannedDre-tannedDre-- rabrab-

bit
rab-

bit
rab-rab¬-

bit peltz and fur seal skinsskms . SheShe-

limits
She-

limitslimits her sewing to small parkasparkas-
of

parkas-
ofof seal and rabbit , trimmed withwith-
wolvering

with-
wolveringwolvering ruff around the hood-

Once
hood-

Once
hoodhood-

OnceOnce a doll is completed ,

it is taken back and sold to thethe-
gift

the-
giftgift shop , less the cost of thethe-
skins

the-
skinsskins.. As with most of the crafts-
people

crafts-
people

crafts
people of the BeringBenng Sea . Amy ss-

artIStic
s-

artisticartistic ability helps her to sur-

vive
sur-

vive
sursur-¬-

vive a basic , subsistence lifestyle


