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Governor Egan Endorses AFN Bill
WASHINGTON D . C . ((May 4)44)-

Alaska
4)-

Alaska
)

Alaska Governor William A .

Egan ., today endorsed the landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims position of -. the AlaskaAlaska-
Federation

Alaska-
FederationFederation of Natives in hearingshearings-
before

hearings-
beforebefore the House Interior andand-

Insular
and-

InsularInsular Affairs Committee .

Governor Egan testified thatthat-
the

that-
thethe state favored a land settlesettle-settle-
ment

¬.-
ment of 60 million acres , 2 perper-

cent
per-

centcent overriding royalty in oil andand-

gas
and-

gasgas revenues and S500$500500$ millionmillion-

federat
million-

federalfederajfederatfederal appropriation to Alaskan

natives .

The Governor advocated thatthat-
land

that-
landland patented to natives be concon-con-
tributed

¬.-
tributed from state and federalfederal-
government

federal-
governmentgovernment providing the greatgreat-great-
er

¬.-
er share "inin" keeping with the

ultimate ratios of land ownerowner-owner-
ship

¬-
'-

government
g-

overnment
'-

governmentshould
'

ship , the federal governmentgovernment-
shouldshould contribute aHeastat'leastatleast' twicetwice-
as

twice-
asas much from federalfederalreservedreservedreserved-
land

reserved-
landland

'-

p'rov
p- rov'-

providing
p-

roviding' providing' ding adequately forfor-
ConHnued

for-
Continued( ContinuedConHnued on page 6)6)



. '" . n " " , , . ". . , H , , .'" - . . . . , < ' , ' ,
" , ,H1. , ' -1\11-iGoveinofiWiliianJ

" \

,GovernoriGoveinofiWiliianJ-iGoveinofiWiliianJiGoveinofiWiliianJEGovernortWiliiamWilliam
.

- EeanE
.

ari , EndorsesE
,

1dors1dorsJsAFN
" . . .

JsAFN!

'
AFN

. , . . .

Bill '
. ">. . it

1.
. ' "ll" ' " " ,

,- " , ' . ; ii,"V," . ' ;f , ( ContinuedContinued fromfrom pag'pagepagepa9b',

* 1)11)1)) ' ',

,
claimsc1claims"settlementclaimssettlements

'.
,settlement"settlement"

,;"," ,:saidsaidI'said'
I
. Egan .

:

' "UtilizationUtilization'Utilization"' of atat least Petro-PetroPetra-PetraPetro-
'leum

Petra'-
leum

Petro-
leum

-- '

'leumleum' ReserveReserve No . 4.4'. for thisWs purpur-pur-
se

pur-
pose

¬-

. posesese'f'ff'fis,' f]
is .rere.reasonablenabl ' underunde thethe-

gg; circumstancesC1Tcums ances ,; ' particularlyparticularlyconcon-concon-
j

-.'' ,'
;j idesidering'the'continuanc-

e

sideringthecontinuanc-

e

$sideringring the ' continuance of PePe-PePet-

roleum
Pe-

troleum
-¬-

troleum 4 is an anachronismanachronisp1 andand.-

in
and-

in.inin., in addition another 17 millionmillion-
aeres

million-
acresacresaeresacres could bebe-becontributed- contributed from

'

other federal withdrawals whichwhich-

surround
which-

surroundsurround existing native villages .

"ThisThis"" solution provides anan-

'aggregate
an-

'aggregate'aggregateaggregate' ofDf approximately'approximately' .6060,60,60-

million
.,
.60-

milliorfmillionmilliorf acres , of which up to
20 millionmill on areaaearee ' in effect contricontri-contri-

buted
contri-

buted
¬-

buted
,

by the StateStatef,;"' added Egan ..

The state also ,. indicated thatthat-
it

that-
itit would agree to allow nativesnatives-
to

natives-
toto selectele$ t from land already tenten-ten-
tatively

ten-
tatively

¬-

tatively approvedapptoVed to thethez, statestate-
wherewherehere nativenative-nativeoccupancy- occupancy

,

now exex-exex-

ists
ex-

ists
¬-

' I

ists .
.

In fielding questionsqU stions posed byby-

members
by-

membersmembers of the committee , GoGo-Go-
vernor

Go-

vernor
-¬-

vernor Egan indicated the statestate-
did

state-
diddid not object to,too theth , right ofof-

prior
of-

priorprior land selection by natives .

The governor also gave supportsupport-
toto the regional concept concon-con-
tained

con-
tained

¬-

tained within the native positionpsition .

In his testimony on Monday ,
Secretary1Secretary' of State RogersRogers-
Morton

Rogers-
MortonMorton also defended native selfself-

determination
self-

determinationdetermination . Appearing onon-

behalf
on-

behalfbehalf of the administration ,

Morton stated the settlement ofof-
the

of-
thethe Alaskan Native land claimsclaims-
isis the last major oustandingoustanding-
claims

oustanding-
claimsclaims on aboriginal title rereore-rereo-

maining
re-

maining
¬-

maining in thet e United States .

"CongressCongress" has an opportunityopportunity-
toto rewrite history with the enactenact-enact-
ment

enact-
ment

¬-

ment of this legislationlegistlation ,"
Morton said . .'

House Interior CommitteeCommittee-
members

Committee-
membersmembers spent close to the enen-enen-

tire
en-

tire
¬-

tire day on Monday questioningquestioning-
Secretary

questioning-
SecretarySecretary Morton about the landland-
settlement

land-
settlementsettlement provisions of the adad-adad-

ministration
¬.-

ministration bill . CommitteeCommittee-
Chairman

Committee-
ChairmanChairman Wayne Aspinall andand-

subcommittee
and-

subcommitteesubcommittee Chairman JamesJames-
Haley

James-
HaleyHaley (D-FlaDFlaD.FlaDFla-. .) asked Morton toto-

jsutify
to-

jsutifyjsutify the 40 million acre landland-
provision

land-
provisionprovision .

Morton said the 40 millionmillion-
acre

million-
acreacre figure was selected "afterafter"after-
a

"
a review ofofallall the proposals andand-

because
and-

becausebecause it seemed fair , equitable

and-andandaandaand'opportunityfor:-, a
,

"

subsistenceubtenc"subsistencesubsistenceub tenc
,. 'opportunityopportunity'

; ' Port
.

nity
.

for the natives/nativesnativestnatives /!?''" , 1(" ' - ',

InIn'hisInhis'hishis' openingopeninfopening'addreissopeningaddreiss'addressddress
t

toto thethe-

committee

'

committee <, 'onon'

on MondayMondayfMondayChairf, ChainChair._
'manman' Aspinall

,.,, {(D-CoIDCoID-ColCol-- ..) warned'YarnedYarned' '

that Congress "isis.is"'. is not "negotianegotia"ttegotia-"ttegotiattegotia"negotia-" ¬-

ting"ttegotiating"negotiatingting"" with anyone in settlement ''
of the'the'

'
-" Alaska Native landlindlind-

claims
land-

claimsclaims .:"'
"AnyAny" legislationlegistlation enactedenacted-

ahouldshouldahould;: d
,

cot be regarded as aa-

negotiated
a-

negotiated
,

negotiated contract with somesome-

nativenative leaders ,;"' said AspinallAspinaU inin-

his
in-

hishis1his 1111 point opening statement .
"TheThe" natives asasasaa whole dodo-

not
do-

notnot have a claim to anythingnything ,;"'
he. said . "

In his summary of the legallegal-

backgr
legal-

backgrQbackgroundbackgrbackgrQ' undand of the 'ClaimsClaims', issueissue-
Aspinall

issue-
AspinaAspinallAspina pointed ooutoiitt that , in hishis-

opinion
his-

opinionopinion , either all the nativenative-
claims

native-
claimsclaims are validvalidinvalid-invalidin, -inin-' in which casecase-

they
case-

theythey should be paid for thethe-

entire
the-

entireentire state of Alaska ororr they dodo-

not
do-

notnot have a valid claimcl.imclim$. to the
1

"-

en't
e- nt"

'-

entire
e-

ntire' ' ib'stateibstate'" '-

state
s- tate'state , in which'which'

, casecaSecaSeanyanyany-
settlement

>

settlementsettldment is "aa"ainattainatt"amatteramatter" ,:'mattermatter' r qfof sub ".' t
jective judgement ,"

Thenie , senior members of thethe-
committee

the-
committeecommitteecommittee who questioned SeSe-SeSe-

cretmy
;-

cretarycretmy Morton were highlyhighly-
'skept

highly-
'skeptical'skepticalskeptical'skeptskept' cal of the administrationadministration-
billbill laindndlandl '. provisions

'-

and
a-

nd'
andandofof , thethe-

concept
the-

conceptconcept ofofaa single native corpocorpo-corpo-
ration

corpo-
ration

-¬-
ration which they fearf ar couldco.uldco.uld-

beconie
could-

become
.

becorriebeconiebecome a political and economiceconomiaeconomia-
force

economiceconomic-
forceforce inih'theihthe'thethe' state .,

Rep . John Saylor (R-PaRPaR.PaRPa-. .) , thethe-

ranking
the-

rankingranking minority member of thethe-
committee

the-
committeecommittee observed that whatwhat-
Congress

what-
CongressCongress does here will bebe-

"w'atched
be-

"watched"watchedwatched"w'atched" '
by every Indian tribetribe-

in
tribe-

inin the lowerlow r 48 and the lawyerslawyers-
who

lawyers-
whowho representrepr sent them .." 1"

,

Scheduled to testify TuesdayTuesayTuesday-
and

Tuesay-
andand Wednesday were Don WrightWright-
President

Wright-
PresidentPresident of the Alaska FederaFedera-Federa-
tion

Federa-
tion

¬-

tion of Natives , ASNA PresidentPresident-
Joseph

President-
JosephJosephexecutivedirectorUpicksounUpiclcsoun and executive
directordirector Charles Edwardsen , Jr .

s


