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MyMy assignment ' was to interinter-inter-
view

¬.-
view affluent Indians ... . tribestribes-
that

tribes-
thatthat have money and spend itit-

well
it-

wellwell . The JicarillaJica lla Apache ofof-

Dulce
of-

DulceDulce , N . M . , were at the toptop-
of

top-
ofof the list but Charlie Vigil ,
tribal chairman , didn'tdidnt' want toto-

give
to-

givegive me an interview .

He didn'tdidnt' care about the LosLos-

Angeles
Los-

AngelesAngeles Times , he said . He waswas-

tired
was-

tiredtired of publicity . Felt it didn'tdidntdidn't-
do

didn't-
do

'
do his tribe any good .

I told him(rim I worked also forfor-

the
for-

thethe Tundra Times and suddenlysuddenly-
he

'
he was much more friendly .

"MaybeMaybe" you know someone I11-

met
I-

metmet ," he saidaid$ digging '. through aa-

pile
a-

pilepile of business'business' cards . "TheseThese"These-
people

"These-
people

"
people came to see us when theythey-
first

they-
firstfirst got money ."

The card he located was thatthat-
of

that-
ofof Albert Kaloa , JrJ r., , late'late' headhead-
of

head-
ofof the Tyoneks . When they firstfirst-

received
first-

receivedreceived oil lease moneyrt'U1eyrtU1eyrrnrtey' , KaloaKaloa-
had

Kaloa-
hadhad soughtsougltsough out the Jicarilla toto-

find. find out how they handled theirtheir-
affairs

their-
affairsaffairs so successfully .

This 1,8001800, member tribe isis-

incorporated
is-

incorporatedincorporated with SIS$11$ IS$ million inin-

capital
in-

capitalcapitacapital] assets which do not inin-in¬.-

cludeelude their unappraised 742,000742000142,000142000142,000-
acre

742,000-
acre

,

acre reservation'reservation' .

The petroleum industry leases
515 ] % of their land , paying royroy-roy-

al'ties
roy-

alties
¬-

'altiesal'ties that make up about 8080%%

of the tribes annaul S2$22$ millionmillionmillion-

income
million-

incomeincome . In additionadd tion there isis-

about
is-

aboutabout 5100,0005100000$100,000100000$ , annually fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe sale of hunting and fishingfishing-
licenses

fishing-
licenseslicenses ,; income from a shoppingshopping-
center

shopping-
centercenter , motel , logging10gg4tg operations ,

cattle business and elkelk farmfann .

They have a deluxede1uxe motelmotel-
development

motel-
developmentdevelopment up for bid , a 51.2512$1.21.212$1.2-
million

$ 1.2121.2-

million
.

million recreation center (withwith-
pool

with-
poolpool , sauna , librarylibraryandand bowlingbowling-
alley

bowling-
alleyalley) under construction onon-

their
on-

theirtheir remote reservation and aa-

new
a-

newnew factory for contract workwork-
which

work-
whichwhich is proving successful..

Yet another investment matemate-mate-
rialized

¬.-
rialized when the tribe decideddecided-
toto ask singer Johny Cash to dedidedi-dedi-
cate

dedi-
cate

¬-

cate their factory . LearningLearning-
producers

Learning-
producersproducers of Cash'sCashs' movie ,

"GunfightGunfight" " were looking for 52$22$2-

million
$2-

million
$

million , they decideddec ded to back it .
The show will be premiered soonsoon-
in

soon-
inin Albuquerque and bookingsbookings-
look

bookings-
looklook very good .

The JicarillaJicariIla have not alwaysalways-
been

always-
beenbeen wealthy ,. Once they were

roaming warriors but their numnum-num-
ber

num-
ber

¬-

ber reduced tot 400 by sickness .
Fromtheyluckedthat point until they
lucked into oil in the 1940s940sI ,
they were impoverished . ,

Tribal chairmanchairmanVigil-VigilVigil.Vigil-. attriattri-attri-

butes

¬.-

butes their current success to ,

"closeclose" knit obedience . AllAU forfor-

one
for-

oneone , one for all .:"' His peoplepeople-

have
people-

havehave pooledpooled their individual landland-

allotments
land-

allotmentsallotments under the manage-managemanage-

Continued

manage-

continued

-.
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ment of electedeiectedelected officials and inin-inin-

vestment
in-

vestment
¬-

vestment bankers and havehave-

resisted
have-

resistedresisted wholesale individualindividual-

handouts
individual-

handoutshandouts .

Probably the most diversifieddiversified-

Indian
diversified-

IndianIndian development in the councoun-coun-

try
coun-

try
¬-

try is that of the WhiteriverWhiteriver-
Apache

Whiteriver-
ApacheApache of southern Arizona .

Their first sage move was toto-

side
to-

sideside with the U . S . Army againstagainst-

thejhethe:he renegade Geronimo whichwhichwhich-

brought

'

Droughtbrought them , by act of ConCon-Con-

gress
¬.-

gress , 1,664,8721664872,664,872664872] , , acres of primeprime-

real
prime-

realreal estate . Today they set theirtheir-

net
their-

netnet worth at SI$160160$ 60 million .

Originally the Indian BureauBureau-

tried
Bureau-

triedtried to set them up as sheepsheep-

herders
sheep-

herdersherders which hardly suited thethe-

fierce
the-

fiercefierce Apache temperament ..

"AfterAfter" two years even thethe-

Indian
the-

IndianIndian Service had to concede itit-

was

it-

waswas a failure , notes RichardRichard-

Cooley
Richard-

CooleyCooley , Administrative AssistantAssistant-
toto the tribal Chairman . "WeWe"We-

b
"We-

became
"

becameb came cattlemen about 190719011901-
via

1907-
viavia raids into Mexico . One fullfull-

blood
full-

bloodblood had 1,0001000, head by himhim-him-

self
him-

self
¬-

self ."

Using thist is as a base , the tribetribe-
went

tribe-
wentwent into the lumber businessbusiness-
and

business-
andand later opened the reservationreservation-
toto tourism . Today they operateoperate-
the

operate-
thethe largest privately ownedownedrerere-rere-

creation
re-

creation
¬-

creation area in the west rearea-rea-

lizing
rea-

lizing
¬-

lizing 5160,0005160000SI60ooo$160,000160000$ , last year fromfrom-
fishing

from-
fishingfishing and hunting permits a-aa-

lone
aa-

lone
-.

lone . They own. filling stationsstations-
watering

stations-
wateringwatering spots and a motel..

In addition they'vetheyve'' just creacrea-crea-
ted

crea-
ted

¬-

ted the largest cold waterwate-rwater- lake inin-

the
in-

thethe state and a Sl/2Sl251/251S 111/11/ millionmillion-
skiski-

resort
ski-

resortresort .

Their ski manager has securedsecured-
fffderalf° deraJderal funds to train 10 ApacheApache-
boys

Apache-
boysboys to run the lifts and mademade-
ski

made-
skiski lessons a requirement for thethe-

job
the-

jobjob .

Reckoned on assets alone , thethe-

Navajo
the-

NavajoNavajo Nation is the most imim-imim-

pressive
¬.-

pressive tribe , but they also havehav-
ehe

have-

thethe\hehe\ largest membership (129,000129000(129,000-
Indians

(129,000-
Indians

( ,

Indians ) .,

Peter MacDonald , tribal chairchair-chair-
man

chair-
man

¬-

man , concedes hisIUs nation'snations' $200200S200S200-

million
$200-

million
$

million in assets doesn'tdoesnt' looklook-

quite
look-

quitequite as good to him as it doesdoes-
on

does-
onon paper , but there'stheres' no doubtdoubt-

the
doubt-

thethe tribe is growing in power .

They own and operate theirtheir-
own

their-
ownown utilities , lease an industrialindustrial-
complex

industrial-
complexcomplex and motel... They havehave-
SS10$1010S$rs'hipfundscholarshipfund10 million in a scholarslupscholarshipschol rs'hiprship'fund , have just opened their ownown-
college

own-
collegecollege and own some of theirtheir-
own

their-
ownown high schools where theythey-
teach

they-
teachteach many classes in their nana-nana-

tive
na-

tive
¬-

tive tongue .
The tribe also has the nation'snationsnation's-

Jargest
'

largestJargest singlely owned stand ofof-

Ponderosa
of-

PonderosaPonderosa pine , a S12$1212S$ 12 millionmillion-
$3wmiJI

million-

sawmillsawmill$3wmiJI3wmiJI$ and considerable stakestake-
In

stake-
inInin an irrigation project whichwhich-

shouldshould give them 110,000110000t 10,00010000, acresacres-

of
acres-

of
.

ifof farmland .

Investment capital came fromfrom-
oil

*'

oil , gas , uranium and coal depodepo-depo-

sits
depo-

sits
¬-

sits . MacDonald and his business

managers are aware these areareare-

depletable
rere-

depletabledepletable andandareare moving to didi-didi-

versify
¬.-

versify .
'

The tribe and the Bureau ofof-

Indian
of-

IndianIndian Affairs first went afterafter-
payrolls

after-
payrollspayrolls , building plants forfor-

General
for-

GeneralGeneral Dynamics and Fairchild .

"NowNow" we'rewere' looking for capicapi-capi-

tal
capi-

tal
¬-

tal to create ourout own EconomicEconomic-
Development

Economic-
DevelopmentDevelopment Authority ,." Mac-MacMac-

Donald
Mac-

Donald
Mac-

Donald
-

Donald said . "TheThe" federal gogo-gogo-

vernment
¬.-

vernment has just set aside fundsfunds-
but

funds-
butbut nowhere near the amountamount-
we're

amount-
we'rewe'rewere' looking for . We'reWereWe'rWer' talkingtalking-
about

talking-
aboutabout SIS I10000 millionmtJlion to bebe-

matched
be-

matchedmatched by S3-S4S3S4$3-S4$33$ - millionmi1lion in ourour-
own

our-
ownown money . Chase ManhattanManhattan-
and

Manhattan-
andand the American Bankers Assn .,

seem reluctant to help but wewe-

haven't
we-

haven'thaven'thavent' given up .

"WeWe" must move from a wagewage-
and

wage-
andand welfare economy to anan-

ownership
an-

ownershipownership economy .," DespiteDeplteDeplte-
growing

Despite-

growing
$

growing prosperitypros rity , none ofof-

these
of-

thesethese tribestncs is without problems .

"IfIf" you got money ,. you'veyouveyou've-

got
you've-

got

'
.got trouble ,." Vigil warns ., "WeWe'We"We-

used
"'We-

used
'

used to be just poor . Now we'vewevewe've-
got

we've-
got

'
got internalmternal problems . PeoplePeople-
ousted

People-
oustedousted , looking in , wanting aa-

share
a-

shareshare of the whole thing ."
Navajo MacDonald could wellwell-

be
well-

bebe speaking for the majoritymajority-
when

majority-
whenwhen he reports , "OurOur" housinghousing-

isis almost universally inadequate .

Our infant mortality rate ,. ourour-
life

our-
lifelife expectancy rate and ourour-

state
our-

statestate of malnutrition are amongamong-
the

among-
thethe worst in the nation . "

"OurOur" tribe is at least threethree-

or
three-

oror four years ahead of its time-timetime-
but

time -.. . .

but we'rewere' short of human rere-rere-

sources
re-

sources
¬-

sources ," admits Fred Banashley ,.

Sr . , tribaltnbahtn ak chairman at WhiteriverWhitetiverWhiter ver..

He'sHes' proud to note , though ,.

that severalseveralofof the youngsters hishis-

tribe
his-

tribetribe sent to college have gragra-gra-

duated
¬.-

duated and come home to work .

It seems to be a growinggrowing-
trend

growing-
trendtrend . On thetheincrease.increaseincrease.,. is thethe-

number
the-

numbernumber of clear thinking , well-wellwell-

educated
well-

educated
well-

educated
-

educated young Indians who rere-rere-

tUll
re-

turn
¬-

turntUll! to their reservations , whichwhich-
gives

which-
givesgives tribes a much better chancechance-
of

chance-
ofof managing their own affairs .

"TheThe"" Nixon administrationadministration-
hashas said that the time has comecome-
for

come-
forfor IndiansIndiansto.toto,. to contract for concon-con-
trol

con-
trol

¬-

trol or operation of Federal propro-pro-
gram

¬.-

gram ,;"' MacDonald noted in hishis-

inaugural
his-

inauguralinaugural address last fallfaU . "ForFor"For-
the

"For-
the

"
the Navajo Nation this meansmeans-
we

means-
wewe now have an opportunity toto-

control
to-

controlControl and administer overover-
SSIS$$1001001 00 million in (governemtn )

""programs .

"MyMy" past years with the ofof-of-
fice

¬.-

fice of Navajo Economic OpporOppor-Oppor-
tunity

Oppor-
tunity

¬-

tunity have convinced me thatthat-
almost

that-
almostalmost all things we have dede-dede-

pended
¬.-

non-IndiannonIndian admiadmi-admi-
nistrators
pended upon - ¬.-

nistrators to do can be donedone-
as

done-
asas well or in some instancesinstances-
better

instances-
betterbetter by our own people andand-
four

and-
fourfour our own people . . .

"OurOur" pastrp gave us the present ,
but the fdturef tureLure is ours to forge ..""


