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heThe scramble for recognition of opinions on nativenative-

land
native-

landland claims in Alaska is coming on thick and fast as ConCon-Con-
gress

Con-
gress

¬-

gress is getting set to legislate on the centurytentury old propro-pro-
blem

pro-
blem

¬-

blem . Many of the opinions are truly knowledgeable andand-
fair'

,
' fair but the rest of them are useless and degrading to thethe-

native
the-

nativenative people because of the lack of knowledge of thethe-
claims

the-
claimsclaims ' true situations and complexities .

Alaska native claims could be one of the most complexcomplex-
matters

complex-
mattersmatters everever handled in search of a solution . They mightmight-
have

might-
havehave been complicated but the fact that they have nono-
true

no-
truetrue background of a military conquest but are based onon-
Indian

on-
IndianIndian title or aboriginal possessory rights of Alaska'sAlaskas' nana-nana-
tive

na-
tive

¬-

tive people . ' . This fact have been confused by manymany-
woudlbe

many-
woudlbewoudl-bewoudlbe- opinion makers who seemed to think that therethere-
was

there-
waswas an actual conquest and tend to overlook the fact thatthat-
the

that-
thethe natives do have rightsri hts which are now being enen-enen-
croached

en-
croached

¬-
croached upon . Hence the native land claims .

The so-calledsocalled- sale of Alaska by Russia has also beenbeen-
confusing

been-
confusingconfusing many people who think that the transactiontransaction-
waswas a real estate deal.. Russia sold its control of territoryterritory-
itit had established through incursion into Alaska . ThatThat-
country

That-
countrycountry never made its encroachmentsencroaci.mentsencroaciments. farther north thanthan-
St

than-
StSt . MichaelMithael on the coast near the mouth of Yukon RiverRiver-
when

River-
whenwhen it decided to sell its incursion control..

The work of Alaska native claims that is going on nownow-
in

now-
inin Washington is being done with the best expertise avaiavai-avai-

lable
avai-

lable
¬-

lable . Men like Donald R . Wright , president of the AlaskaAlaska-
Federatioo

Alaska-
FederationFederationFederatioo of Natives , his board of directors , their councoun-coun-
sel

coun-
sel

¬-

sel , regional native organization officials and their councoun-coun-
sels

coun-
sels

¬-

sels , knowledgeable senators and congressmen ,. are worwor-wor-
king

wor-
king

¬-

king to produce an equitable solution to the native landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims . They should be given the chance to do the workwork-
with

work-
withwith least clutter of half truths which are being spieledspieled-
by

spieled-
byby people with little knowledgekn wledge of the mechanics of thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska native land claims .


