
I, Polar bear hu'ntinnhuntinnhuJptinqhulntinriban
'

,
ban 'upup'up for reconsideration .'

\!

TlieThe federal 'banban'

ban which
restricts polar bear hunting toito \!

NativesN tives only and forbids thejthedietheIdielthe-

sille

die-
sale

Il

salesillesilleofof polarpola'r
'

bear skins ,. will bebe-

up
|\

up/upupforup/,.: for airing thistI,1istI1is, summerSU"lmerSUlmer" withwithIwith-

hearings
with-

hearings
iI

hearings in Washington , DbD . C . ,
\'

Anchorage and Nome , 1
II-

accordingaccordingaccording: to Jack LentferLent fer , II-

research
I

research biologistbi logist for thetheIthe-

federal
the-

federalfederal
,

Fish and WildlifeWildJifeWildJife-
Service

Wildlife-

ServiceServiceService . And judging from thethe-

results
the-

resultsresults of -. Lentfei'sLentfeisLentfel'sLentfels' currentcurrent-
research

current-
researchresearch , reconsiderationreconsider tion maymay-

be
may-

hebehe timely ,, forfur the AlaskanAlaskan-
polar

Alaskan-
polarpolar bear population appears

. ,

to be hinlihighhi h and dangerously
hungryhudangerouslyhudangerouslyhungryngry .

The hunting ban waswas-
imposed

was-
imposedimposedimposedunderimposedtinderundertinder the MarineMarine-
Mammal

Marine-
MammalMammal Act ofpf December
1972

'-

population
p-

opulation
'-

population
p-

opulation'
because of declinging'declinging'declinging-

bear
declinging-

bear

'

bear population . This federalfedera-
l'law

federal-
law'lawlaw' law superseded a statestatstate-
regulation,

IofIregulation passed in July ofof-

that
of-

thatthat year , which bannedbanndbann
'
d the-

hunting
the

hunting of polarpolai' bears fromfrolllfrom-
planes! planes . ' '

IIr"The\ "TheTher"TherThe'"' Ihe statetate neverne er , had aa-

I

.
II chancechance to put theirtheirr, policyplicy() ofotof-

hunting, huntinghui ng frornfronlfrom the ground injointoinjo-

effect
into-

jeffectjeffectintojeffecteffect .," LentferLcntfer recalls'recalls' . "ButBut"' Bu'tBut'

what it hoped for was thatthat-

Natives
that-

Natives
that-

NativesNatives would serveserveserveasas guides . "
This year hunters ot01ofot-

Savoonga
01-

Savoonga
of-

SavoongaSavoonga , StS1.. Lawrencelawre'nce' Island ,

. shot 30 bears , a record thatthat-
goes

that-
goes

that-
goesgoes beyondb yond the memorymem ry ofof-
their

of-
their

of-
theirtheir oldest-oldestoldesthunter- hunter , andand-
neighboring

and-
neighhoring

and-
neighboringneighboringneighhoring GamGambellbell men tooktook-
seven

took-
seven

took-
sevenseven .

'
,

EskimosFskil110SFskimos speculated the bearbear-
population

bear-
populationpopulation increase is due toto-

lack
to-

lacklack ofofaerialaerial hunting but JimJim-
Brooks

Jim-
BrooksBrooks , CommissionerCommissionorC nunissionor of thethe-
state

the-
statestate Department of Fish andand-
Game

and-
GameGame ,

''.
.
.' believes theIhethe-

extraordinary
Ihe-

extraordinary
the-

extraordinaryextraordinary ' successSlIccess of thethe-

St
the-

StStSt... Lawrence menmcnWren is diiedtlcchic to iceice-

conditions
ice-

conditionsconditions .

"PiiqrPiiqr"PliorPlior"PriorPrior" to the iiimid-1950smid1950sid-1950sid1950s- therethere-
was

there-
was

'
was veryve'ryvery little aerial.erieri:. l hunting ,
butbu t hunters never hadlead thatthat-
much

that-
muchmuch luck , "BrooksBrooks" rooks reasonsrcasons .
"HeavyHeavy" iceicice has moved that farfar-

south
far-

southsouth only three timestunes duringduring-
the

during-
thethe last Century . This111is winterwinter-
ther

winter-
therethere'stherestherthere"ss"'ss' a lot of it , evenevcn down

:.' belowhcloW1hebelowlhelhe .,
AleutiansAleut1ans . IJ,J-

Nevertheless

' ,

Never-the-lessNeverthelessNever-the-lcssNeverthelcssNever-the-IessIess- - , thetilt bearbear-
populat

bear-

populationpopulationpopulatonpopulat on is
'

highh gh , notesnotenotes-

biologistbiologist Lentfer , who hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen counting bears offoff-

Barrow
off-

BarrowBarrow since 1967.
"I've'markedv60Ivemarkedv60"i've'marked'60ivemarked60"rve'markedrvemarked" ' ' '60 bears so far-

and
farfar-

andand it will probably'probably' he 100100-

bcfcr
100-

beforebeforebcfcr) tlcthe; ssasonseasons ason Is.OO.) ' o'vcrovcrIvcrfiver)' ,:"' heliehe-

told
lie-

toldtold .thethe., Tundra TimesTimes-

TIUlr

Times-
ThursdayThursdayTIUlr day ..

,
The'The'TITI' c ' populationpopll1itinn: hashas-

Continued',

, ( ContinuedontlnuedContinuedContinuedonon Page 6)6)



'' Bearsd- 'rsd-rs . . ' . '

( ContinuedoritlnuedContinued from Page I1)11-

)been
)

'

been goodgo- 'odgo-od for the last fewfew-
years

few-
yearsyears , Lentfer added ,. but thisthis-
yearthe

this-
year"theyearyear/theyeartheyear"theyearthe'/" the 'bearsbears' .areare., leaner than

'

usual..

"TheThe" Canadian biologistsbiologists-
hav

biologists-
havehavehav documented a reductionreduction-
inin sealsse-alsseals- in westernwestern Canada andand-
it

and-
itit probably ' extends ' overover-
here

over-
herehere .." he speculated . "ThereThere"There-
has

"There-
has

"
has beenb en a movement of bearsbears-
to

bears-
toto the west , they'retheyre' hungryhungry-
and

hungry-
andand there are fewerfewrfew r seals to bebe-

taken
be-

takentaken .
1,' "LastLast" ''

week IIawIsaw, saw$ a male killkill-

two
kill-

twotwo cubsC\1bsC1bs\ and helie ate themthem-

'completely
them-

'completely'completelycompletely' ." Polar bearsbears-
general

bears-
generallygenerallygeneral !} turn tail and run atat-

the, the sightsjght of manmanbutman-butmanbut,,-butbut- last yearyear-
One

year-
oneone ate an oilil field worker inin-

northern
in-

northernnorthern CanadaCana'daCanada
.'

and LentferLentfer-
said

Lentfer-
saidsaid he recalled hearing

"
ofofoneoneone-

other
one-

otherother kill..
Brooks speculated that there .,

would be fewer bears thanthan-
.1sual

than-
usualusual\.1sual.1sual\. shot in the Barrow areaarea-
aod

area-
andandaod he was right.. Only three oror-

four
or-

fourfour bears have been takentaken-
there

taken-
therethere thiss ,. year , but locallocal-
residents

local-
residentsresidents say that there was aa-

case
a-

casecaseeatingbearof trichinosis from eating
bear rneatmeat last year , which may
havemayhavediscouraged the huntinghunting-
ofof theththeanimalanimal for food .

"BesidesBesides" , every time you seesee-

a
see-

aa bear these days it'sits' got aa-

number
a-

numbernumber painted on its side or aa-

tag
a-

tagtag in its ear , whichwhichsortsort ofof-
takes

of-
takestakes the fun out of it ," oneone-

Barrow
,

Barrow hunter complained .

Lentfer spotted bears withinwithin-
five

within-
fivefive miles of Barrow last weekweek-
and

week-
andand says there is a healthyhealthy-
population

healthy-
populationpopulation down the coast ofof-
Wainwright

of-
WainwrightWainwright.. Hunters there areare-

said
are-

saidsaid to have bagged about ' 1616-

oror 17 which is good but notnot-
exceptional

not-
exceptionalexceptional .

Even in this day of modemmodem-
science

modem-
sciencescience , there are still tilingsthingsthings-

we
things-

wewe don'tdont' know about bears ,

Lentfer said . This is the reasonreason-

for
reason-

forfor hisl s researchresearchandand census .

This season , for the first time ,

he is experimentingexperiexperimentingn ting with aa-

satellite
a-

satellitesatellite communications collareoUareoUar-
which

collar-
whichwhich shouldshouldenableenable scientistsscientists-
toto track the

'-

animal
a-

nimal'
animal over farfar-

greater
far-

greatergreater range than the oldold-

fashioned
old-

fashionedfashioned radio trackingtracking-

Continued

tracking-

Continued( Continued on Page 8)8)
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Jt.sJtsa:J t.StS.. still-stillstillinstill -,' in ' the
, experimentalexperimenexperimenialtalial '

.' stagehe'cautionedstagehecautioned"stagehe'cautioned'stagestage'" ;;' ;: he'cautionedhecautioned"" '
. , f'But'vfButvr 'But\we'ButButwe'But

.

'
\, wewe-

Are. \ areArere gettingt ln a weakweak'siweaksiweak'signalweaksignal'signalsignal' 1.tC1tC.."!" , ''

I "

.

. ',
1

' .

.

" , .,

.

,'
AnidAnd'IfAnd' , '

._ "hopefullyhopefully
,
"

, hopeh-.oph-op
.

'

fullyfuI1YfuI1Yc
, .

:;' \cc\; ,
coincome

"

n c
. f, diethe

"" "
1'111"' '

*' 'If-'IfIf'

.rr..(
-

r time -" of-ofofthe--
-', the ;. federal'federal-.' hearingBearing , ', ., '

, '-

regarding
r-

egarding'regreg' regardingrding polarpolar ' bearbeilr '
huntsJllIntswchun is'iveisive, ,:

'

we ;'

I,I-

shoshouldshould'havesho ld -'have'havehave-.
' haveIhavesome

I, ,
somesonic .:' 'goodriewgoodriewgoodi'newgoodgoodI'riI'riIriI'riwii'newinew(

'
wi',

'
,'

., .materialmaterialmatelialn teriaJ .toto
.
to.towtoworkworkw k with ;.'.,,),
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