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"Indian"IndianIndian" self-determinationselfdetermination-- " was the administration'sadministrationsadministration's-
promise

administration's-
promise

'

promise when President Nixon took office four years ago .

Butut "YouYou" can'tcant' self-determineselfdetermine-- in a vacuum :,"' statedstated-
Dr

stated-
DrDr . Emery Johnson , director of the nation'snations' IndianIndian-
Health

Indian-
HealthHealth Service .

"TheThe" key to present sell-sellself-selfsell-

determmatIon
sel-

fdetermination
-

determmatIondetermination IS trengthenmgstrengtheningstrengthening-
tribal

trengthenmg-
tnbaltnbaltribal government Jndand tnbaltribaltribalintnin-inin-

stitutions
.-

stItutlOnsstitutions
."

The three yeJryear old NationalNational-
Indian

National-
IndianIndian Health Board which metmet-

m
met-

mm FanbanksFairbanks June 2-828- IS prepre-pre-
cisely

.-

clselycisely the kmdkind of strong , healthyhealthy-
orgamzatlon

healthy-
organizationorgamzatlonorganization Dr Johnson IS talktalk-talk-

mg
.-

mg about..

In a hlstonchistoric and slgmficantsignificantslgmficant-
step

significant-
stepstep , Dr.. Johnson , representmgrepresentingrepresentmg-
the

representing-
thethe federal Indian lIealthHealth Ser-SerSer-

VIce

Ser-

vice

-

VIce , signedsignedanan agreement withwith-

thiS

with-

thisthiS young group whereby thethe-

NatIonaJ
the-

NationalNatIonaJNational Indian Health BoardBoard-

will
Board-

willwill conduct an evaluatIOn ofof-

the
of-

thethe health services that are alloaJlavail-availavail-

able
.-

able to the nation'snations' NatIve andand-

Indian
and-

IndianIndian peoples .

This marks a new directiondirection-
for

direction-
forfor government services , a penodperiodpenod-
m

period-

inmin which the government IS IIs-IIslis-lisIIs-

tenmg
lis-

tening

-

tenmgtening to the people receIVIngreceIVIng-
the

receiving-
thethe servlceservices , a penodperiod when thethe-

consumerrecIpient
the-

consumerrecipientconsumer-recIpientconsumerrecIpient- can respondrespond-
and

respond-
andand tell the admmlstrJtorsadministrators howhow-

the
how-

thethe servIce IS workmgworking from thentheir

VieWpOint , whdtwhat IS ggoodod andand-

what
and-

whatwhat IS not so good .

The contract provIdes $9898$98-$9898$98-

000
$ ., .-

000 for the survey . The resultresultsresults-

willwill be directly applicable minm-

terms
in-

termsterms of the needs expresscdexpressedexpresscdandexpressedandandand-

should
and-

shouldshould throw an entlfelyentirely newnew-

lIght
new-

lightlIght on the everyday consumerconsumer-
aspect

consumer-
aspectaspect of Indian Health func-funcfunc-

lions
func-

tions

-

lionstions .
This mo tentousientous contract andand-

the
and-

thethe openly recepl1vereceptive atl1tudeattitude 01of01-

the
of-

thethe government as persomfiedpersonifiedpersomfied-
by

personified-
byby Dr.. Johnson IS indIcatIve ofof-
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of-
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a

1)-

a

)

a new era of cooperation be-bebe-

tween
be-

tween
-

tween tnbaltribal governments andand-

federal
and-

federalfederal agencies , an era of pro-propro-
ductIve

pro-
ductive

-

ductIve exchange and sensitIvesensitIve-

hstenmg
sensitive-

listeninghstenmglistening .

Dr.. Johnson IS happily turn-turnturn-

mg
turn-

ing
-

mging over more and more of thethe-

funclIons
the-

functionsfunclIonsfunctions of hIs department toto-

the
to-

thethe NatIOnal Indian HealthHealth-

Board
Health-

BoardBoard . lie strongly urges thethe-

members
the-

membersmembers to get more 1Ovolvedinvolved ,

to become more vocal , and toto-

take
to-

taketake a hard looklookatat where Con-ConCon-

gress
Con-

gress
-

gress IS go1Oggoing on Indian leslsla-leslslalesisla-lesislaleslsla-

tlOn

lesisla-

tion
-

tlOntion and appropnatlonappropriation of fundsfunds-
for

funds-
forfor Indian health semcesservicessemces-

He
services-

fieHefie mentioned S-1573S1573- , thethe-

IndIan
the-

IndianIndIan Take-OverTakeOver- BIll , whthwhichwhth-
proposes

which-

proposes
.:

proposes that any tImetune a trIbetrIbe-

wanted
tribe-

wantedwanted to take over a govern-governgovern-

ment
govern-

ment
-

ment program and demonstrateddemonstratedI-
tSItS abIlIty to do so , the agencyagency-
would

agency-
wouldwould have I12020 days to turnturn-

over
turn-

overover the program to the tnbetribe .

"ItIt" appears ," he said , "thatthat"that-
Congress

"that-
Congress

"
Congress IS no way gOIng to buybuy-

that
buy-

thatthat bill..
"

More possible andandImmedIateImmedIate-ImmedIateImmedIate-
ly

-

ly practIcalpractIcalIS IS a bIll proposed byby-

Senator
by-

SenatorSenator Jackson , S-3157S3157- , whIchwhIch-

provIdes
which-

providesprovIdes authorIty for the var-varvarI-

OUS

var-

ious
-

IOUS federal agencies such as thethe-
BIA

the-
BIABIA and the IHSINS to contractcontract-
with

contract-
withwith 10dlVldualindividual tnbestribes for specIficspecIfic-

servIces
specific-

servicesservIces , to carry out certamcertaincertam-
functIOns

certain-
functionsfunctIOns , and to provIde grantsgrants-
for

grants-
forfor the tribes to develop manage-managemanage-
ment

manage-
ment

-

ment capacity .

'ThisThis"This'"' bill "" saId Dr.. Johnson ,

"wouldwould" allow us to give up our
1910 BIA IndIan Act authorIty .

"
There are many more stepssteps-

mto
steps-

intomtointo the future that are neededneeded-
The

needed-
TheThe NatIonal Indian lIealthHealthlIealth-
Board

Health-

BoardBoard hopes to make many 01of01-

these
of-

thesethese come aboulabout oonersooner hybyhy-

duect
by-

directduectdirect contact with the federdlfederalfederdl-

agencies

federal-

agenciesagencies .

Nathan Little Soldier , Chan-Chan'hair-'hairhairChan-

man
( 'hair-

man

' -

man of the NIIIBNIHB , spoke to thethe-

assembled
the-

assembledassembled group .

In the large room .ItItat. Fair-FairFair-

banks

. aIr-aIraIr-

banks
-

banks Inn were representativesrepresentatives-
from

representatives-
fromfrom the Cherokee , Arapahos ,

SIOUX , NavaJo , Black Feet , Atha-AthaAtha-

bascan
Atha-

bascan
-

bascan , EskImo dndand vIrtuallyvIrtually-
every

virtually-
everyevery trIbe 10in the UmtedUnited StatesStates-

"When
States-

"When"WhenWhen" we walk out thatthat-

door
that-

doordoor ,
" said LlltleLittle' SoldIer .ItItat. thethe-

end
the-

endend of the seSSIOn , "wewe" walkwalk-

hand
walk-

handhandhandInIn hand .
"

UrgmgUrging his members to taketake-

the
take-

thethe kllldkindkllldofkindofof dIrect dcllonaction DrDr-

Johnson
Dr-

JohnsonJohnson recommended , LittleLittle-

Soldier
Little-

SoldierSoldier saIdsaid-said"If'- "IfIf"Ifwe" we Sit hack andand-

Wdlt

and-

waitWdltwait for the Senators to taketake-

action
take-

actionaction , we wIll Jeopanh/eJeopanhejeopardize/ ourour-

organtza
our-

organizationsorgantzaorganizationstlons .
"

The National IndIan lIealthHealthlIealth-
Board

Health-

BoardBoardBoardIBoardisIis defdefinitelymtely not sittingsitting-

back
lttIn

back It seems clear that theythey-

will

they-

willwill go a long way toward mdk-mdkmak-makmdk-

IIIg

mak-

ing

-

IIIging Indian self-determmatlonselfdetermmatlonself-determinationdeterminationselfdetermmatlon-
more

selfdetermination-
more

-

more than a political catchword


