
What Is a Stereotype?
Byy REGINALD A . SOOL90KSOOLOOKSOOLOOK-

ArchieArchie Bunker , the maIn character of this year'syears' most popularpopulart-
elevIsion

popular-
televisiontelevIsion senesseries "AllAll"Allin" In the Family " , each weekweekexpressesexpresses a lot ofof-
biased

of-
biasedbiased feelIng about people and thIngs ,. This article IS not aboutabout-
Arcue

about-
ArchieparticularkIndArc/ueArcueArchie/ Bunker , but rather about stereotypes - no , a particular
kInd ofofstereotypestereotype ' A stereotype that set men apart and thatthat-
makes

that-
makesmakes the beholder a notchnotchaboveabove his stereotypes . But first , whatwhatI-

SIS a stereotype?"

A stereotype IS prejudice a prejudgment of human charactercharacter-
that

character-
thatthat IS generally sImple rather than complex of dIfferentiated ;

erroneous rather than accurate , acquired secondhandsecondhandratherrather thmthanthm-
through

than-
throughthrough dIrect expenenceexperience with the reality It IS supposed to repre-reprerepre-
sent

repre-
sent

-

sent , andandItIt IS usuaJlyusually resistant to modificatIon by new expenenceexperienceexpenence-
Because

experience-
BecauseBecause ofofItSItS simplIcity , a stereotype IS learned easily . FromFrom-

an
From-

anan early age , children hear adjectives attached to certamcertain racialracial-
groups

racial-
groupsgroups shiftless Mexicans ; sneaky and ever-bowIngeverbowIng- Japanese ,

crude and loud Negroes , and drunken , dirty , and lazy Indians ( thethe-

same
the-

samesame IS true In Alaska about the natives ) . The concept of "lessless"less-

Intelligent
"less-

intelligent
"

Intelligent " IS aJsoalso believedbelievedinherentInherent In aJlall of these raclaJracial groups .

The raclaJracial prejudIce IS remforcedreinforced when the child sees a charactercharacter-
fitting

character-
fittingfitting this descnptiondescription on eIther the televISIon or a movIe . For aa-

chIld
a-

childchIld , t/ustusthis/ schoolmgschoolingschoolmgreqUIresschoolingrequiresreqUIres no conscIOus effort..

In addition , the sunplicltysimplicity of a prejudice comes from It bemgbeingbemg-

memonzed
being-

memorizedmemonzedmemorized easily . A sunplesimple stereotype IS easy to remember.. ThisThis-

saves
This-

savessaves the person a great deaJdeal of mentaJmental effort In recalling andand-

categonzlOg
and-

categorizingcategonzlOgcategorizing his stereotype .

The stereotypes of the raclaJracial groups are generally erroneouserroneous-
aJthough

erroneous-
although( aJthoughalthough some are true ) in that they generaJlygenerally rel1ectreflect onJyonly thethe-

negative
the-

negativenegative vIew about the people . Not every indivlduaJindividualindividualin10in thatthat-

minority
that-

minorityminority group behaves like the mOVIe character neither do aUall thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople have the same character _. No stereotype can accuratelyaccurately-
descnbe

accurately-
describedescnbedescribe a racIal group .

The over-sImplifiedoversImplified- descnptlonsdescriptions of certamcertain racIal groups that aa-

child
a-

childchild has learned are second-handsecondhand- lOformatlOninformation acqUIred largelylargely-
from

largely-
fromfrom the parents eIther through verbaJverbal duectlOndirection or by mhentanceinheritancemhentance-
of

inheritance-
ofofofattItudesattItudes ( does the good little childchildeverever disbelieve his parents ? )

The mformatIoninformation he receIves from the movies and televIsIon IS alsoalso-

secondhand
also-

secondhandsecond-handsecondhand- . The child perceIves what the director wanted hIm toto-

expenence
to-

experienceexpenenceexperience . Later when he IS older and able to read , he ISIS-

ml1uenced
is-

influencedml1uencedinfluenced by the prmtedprinted word - themselves the opmlOnopinion of thethe-

author
the-

authorauthor.. Most , If not aJlall , stereotypes are , min fact , acquired throughthrough-
other

through-
otherother sources .

Because a stereotype IS a prejudiced attitude , It IS resistant toto-

modificatIOn
to-

modificationmodificatIOn . The possessor of these simple and erroneous ImagesImagesI-

SIS convmcedconvinced that they are true and apply to every mdlvldualindividual min thatthat-

group
that-

groupgroup .

Mr.. Stephen SteInberg , a research sOCIOlogIst for the SurveySurvey-

Research
Survey-

ResearchResearch Center of the Berkeley campus of the UmversltyUniversity ofof-

California
of-

CaliforniaCalifornia , sums It up beautifully when he states . . . "onceonce" thesethese-

unages
these-

imagesunagesimages are adopted , they operate as filters on the mdivldual'smdivldualsindividual'sindividualsmdivldual's-
perception

individual's-
perception

''
perception and understanding of the world around hIm . Should hehe-

encounter
he-

encounterencounter a black who appears lazy , he mterpretsinterprets this as confirm-confirmconfirm-
109

confirm-
ing

-

109ing the stereotype . At the same time , he fIlters out all those casescases-

that
cases-

thatthat contradict the stereotype ( or mterpretsinterprets hunhim as an exceptIon ) .

Since our (white dominant) socIety has no Images of whites as lazy ,

the unambitious white , like the industnousindustrious black , receives lIttlelIttle-

notice
little-

noticenotice . The self-confimungselfconfimungself-confirmingconfirming-- mechanism IS part of the reason peoplepeople-
cling

people-
clingcling to their prejudIces with so much convictIOn . "

Who do you think the television senesseries "AllAll" m the FamIly " ISIS-

so
is-

soso popular with ? The series ' main character , ArchIe Bunker , IS thethe-

mouthpiece
the-

mouthpiecemouthpiece of the "silentsilent" majority " - he vOIces the unexpressedunexpressed-
prejudices

unexpressed-
prejudicesprejudices of the dommantdominant socIety . SecludedSecludedinmin thClrtheir homes , theythey-

converse
they-

converseconverse with Archie .

Although there are many types of stereotypes , e.geg. . age-groupsagegroups- ,

professions , trades , nationaJitIesnationalities , races , politIcs , reliziousreligious , andand-

familyrelati6ns
and-

familyrelatidnsfamily-relati6nsfamilyrelati6nsfamily-relatidnsrelatidns- , I have dtrecteddirected my attention to the one that ISI-
Smost

is-

mostmost prevaJentprevalent in tfethe} American society - the raciaJracial stereotype .

The indicative sociaJsocial , economic , and educationaJeducational reaJityreality , plus thethe-

exploitive
the-

exploitiveexploitive nature of racial stereotypes of the white race , makes itit-

the
it-

thethe worst kind , the most damaging , and the most damnable .
In conclusion , I quote directly the words of Mr . SteinbergSteinberg-

agam
Steinberg-

againagamagain because he articulates what I'veIve'' felt but have been unableunable-
to

unable-
toto write ( as distinctly ) :

"OneOne" of the lesser inequities of prejudice IS that the dominantdominant-
group

dominant-
groupgroup is rarely subjected to the same abusive characterization ,. It isis-

not
is-

notnot difficult to understand why this is ., so . The dominant group isis-

able
is-

ableable to set the standards of what is worthy andandrespectablerespectable inin-

physicaJ
in-

physicalphysicaJphysical appearance , cultural vaJuesvalues , and sociaJsocial behavior . Unsur-UnsurUnsur-

Continued
Unsur-

Continued

-

( Continued on page 6)6)
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pnsinglypnsmglypnsingly , It chooses the stylesty ! s ofofItSItS own groups , soo deldefinedned IhdtthatIhdtI-

CY

that-

t'ieyt'ieytiey[' ICY can only be Imperfectly approximated by memhermembers 01of otherother-

groups
other-

groupsgroups The clearest example IS the high vdluevalue that hdhas heenbeen pldcedplacedpldced-

on
placed-

onon whIte skmskin , whIch automatIcally dlmldiminisheslshes the preprestigetlge , dndand IIlelifeIIle-

chances
life-

chanceschances of large groups and entire cultures "


