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AlaskaAlaska-

byby Dorothy Jean Ray . University of Washington Press , Seattle-

Dorothy

SeattleSeattle-

DorothyDorothy Jean Ray'sRays' latest book ,. like her earlier works , is another-
example

anotheranother-
exampleexample of superb scholarship and research , but presented fain a most-
readable

mostmost-
readablereadable fashion . The book is divided into two parts . The first-

section
firstfirst-

sectionsection is an excellent summary of traditional Eskimo art and thethe-

changes
the-

changeschanges that have taken place since the arrival of the first European-
explorers

EuropeanEuropean-
explorersexplorers . She puts ""artart " in its proper perspective in traditional-
Eskimo

traditionaltraditional-
EskimoEskimo culture and then shows how the demand for ""artart" objectsobjects-
led

objects-
ledled to a whole new industry which she calls ""marketmarket art..

"
In some ways it is sad that many artists have had to produce whatwhat-

sells
what-

sellssells rather than what they consider better works of art.. But at thethe-

same
the-

samesame time , she shows that Eskimo artists have evolved new art-

styles
artart-

stylesstyles , use new media and are producing modernmodem works that are the-

equal
thethe-

equalequal ofofanyany other culture . The second half of the book consists-
of

consistsconsists-
ofof blackblackandand.whiteandwhite.white protographs and illustrations_ _ _ ., _ . The illustrations-
were

illustrationsillustrations-
were

a v
were selected to give the reader a first-handfirsthandfirst.JtandfirstJtand-. idea ofofwhatwhat has hap-

pened
hap-

pened
haphap-¬-

pened fain the history of Eskimo art .

It
""-

is
i- sis a fascinating book to read because Dorothy Jean doesn'tdoesntdoesn't-

hesitate
doesn't-

hesitate
'

hesitate to use her own personel experiences and interpretations toto-

show
to-

showshow where Eskimo art has come from and where it is going ., NotNot-

everyone
Not-

everyoneeveryone may agree with her interpretations or with her predictionspredictions-
about

predictions-
aboutabout the future of Eskimo art , but no one is more qualified toto-

make
to-

makemake such statements ., She has spent more than twenty years study-

ing

study-

ing
studystudy-¬-

ing , collecting and researching Eskimo art and her expertise is evi-

dent
evievi-¬.-

dent at the turn of every pagepage-page-
In

-*
.,

In preparing the text , the author went back to the earliest collec-

tions
collec-

tions
colleccollec-¬-

tions and worked right down to today . School libraries , collectorscollectors-

of
collectors-

ofof Eskimo art and students of EskEskimono culture wfllwill findfmd this book to-

be
toto-

bebe a ""mustmust *"* on their list.. Historians , social scientists and anyoneanyone-
interested

anyone-
interestedinterested in things Alaskan will now have to list ""EskimoEskimo Art" byby-

Dorothy
by-

DorothyDorothy Jean Ray as a standard reference faIn the years ahead .

TTiisthis reviewer recommends it as one of the finest books of the yearyear-

on
year-

onon Alaskan cultural heritaheritagee .


