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governors sanitation council launches drive
burden naneng head effort to end health crisis

october looms deadline for first report to knowles
by jeff richardson
tundra times staff

with a pep talk from the gov-
ernor the council on rural sani-
tation met july 202120 21 to formulate
plans to defeat alaskasalanskas most for-
midable health crisis

co chaired by myron naneng
president of the association of vil-
lage council presidents and gene
burden commissioner of environ-
mental conservation the council
was joined via teleconference by
gov tony knowles

what we need to have is a solid
plan with measurable objectives
and concreteconcretractionsretractionsconc actions said
knowles we need to have the will
to see the job through

reiterating his determination to
banish hand hauled honey buckets
from scores of villages that cur-
rently lack even minimal water and
sewage disposal systemsly stems knowles

also said he expected the council
to draft a plan and then help gather
public support

knowlesknowlcs suggested two avenues
of persuasion to achieve that sup-
port first to convince urban resi-
dents that investment in resolving
the rural sanitation crisis would ben-
efit even them and second to press
the case that putting an end to dis-
ease and death caused by poor wa-
ter and sanitation facilities was the
only conscionable course of action

alaskansalaskasAlaskans do act as a family its
the morally right thing to do said
knowles he directed the council
to use a 10 year timeframetimeframe in their
deliberations

thisibis is a bold plan that im ask-
ing to be put together the popula-
tion of rural alaska is expected to
double over the next 20 years that
makes the urgency of the situation
even more apparentapparTnt were allau go-
ing to be held accountable said

knowles hefie added that hes seek-
ing the best solution for the least
price and noted theres no room
remaining for mistakes

after hearing a briefhistory and
technical overview of the rural
sanitation issue council members
got down to the sometimes tedious
chore of deciding how to approach
it A number of working groups
were formed to deal with different
aspects of the problem financing
technology public perception the
group which consists of state com-
missionersmissioners legislators and repre-
sentativessentatives of such groups as the
alaska native health board and
rural alaska community actioiaction
program decided to meet only
quarterly its next meeting is cur-
rently slated for november how-
ever its firstfiastnst report to knowles is
due in october to help inform the
process ofpreparing bills and bud-
gets for the next legislative session
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yukon kuskokwim delta students gathered near bethel for a science camp to
learn about the natural world and their environment secsee page 3 pictured flora
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new study supports
pt hope cancerainceraingerC claim

results of a two year medical

study of cancer in pt hope indicate
that contrary to earlier medical re-

ports the high rate of cancer in the
northwest village is likelyfikely not linked
to lifestyle changes

the north slope borough initi-

ated the study after revelations
about the 1962 project chariot ra-
dioactivedioactive field experiments and the

use of native subjects for iodine
131 radiation experiments height-
ened existing concerns about unusu-

ally high cancer rates in point hope
the study was conducted by dr
ron bowerman the boroughs epi-

demiologistdemiderniologist and medical director

bowerman attempted to establish

likely causes for pt hopes cancer

rate by examining cases over a 26

year period and comparing risk fac-

tors affecting cancer patients with

those of a control group the results

challenge conventional explana-
tions for a local cancer rate that has

been higher than the nafnationalional aver-

age in recent years

bowerman says he was sur-
prised by the results he expected
to find a clear link between the el-

evated incidence of cancer and in-
creased smoking or other lifestyle
risks instead he found no signifi-
cant difference in the cancer rate
among those who smoked and those
who didnt nor did dietary choices
alcohol use family history or past
occupation affect the comparative
cancer incidence residence in pt
hope seemed to be the only com-
mon factor bowerman said

the usual explanations for high
cancer rates dont seem to fit the
situation in pt hope the results of
this study point away from lifestyle
or family history and raise the ques-
tion of environmental causes said

bowerman he added that the study
raises more questions than it an-

swers
you have to interpret the results

of this study with caution because
of the small number of subjects in
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kenai subsistence decision issued
theile federal subsistence board

board will open an august 10

to september 20 subsistence
moose season on federal public
lands on the kenai national wild-
life refuge in units 15b and
15c residents of nanwalekNan walek
port graham seldoviaseldoniaSel dovia and
ninilchikNin ilchik may harvest one moose
with spike fork or fifty inch ant
lers with three or more brow tines
onon one side during this open fed

eraeral subsistence season
A federal registration permit

and state of alaska hunting li-

cense are required to participate
in this open season federal reg-
istration permits are available
monday through friday 800 am
to 430 pm at the kenai national
wildlife refuge PO box 2139
soldotnasoldoinaSoldotna AK 99669213999669 2139 tele-
phone 9072627021907262 7021 and the
alaska maritime national wild

life refuge visitor center 509
sterling highway homer AK
99603 telephone 9072356961907235696907235 6961696
existing access regulations pro-
hibitinghi the use of off road ve
hicleschicles on the kenai national hiiWwii idld
life refuge remain inin place As a
reminder if you intend to hunt on
nonfederalnon federal public lands inin the
area you must abide by all state
of alaska regulations including
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homeless woman gets real house in bethel
by megan mcatee
tundra times staff

BETHEL AK roberta gump
a developmentally disabled mother
of one spent last winter living in

an uninsulated 20 square foot fish
container in this large village in
southwest alaska it was so cold she
had to constantly canycarry her baby on
her back to keep it from freezing

now thanks to the efforts of
bethel community services BCS
gump will soon be moving into a
new one bedroom energy efficient
fully insulated home near ththeC
communitys pre maternal hallhal in
bethel it will cost approximately
S I110OSO S 15 a month to heatbeat

the other day she came to thethe
site and all she said was so big
said BCS organizer jerry haines

haines whoschos own home is only a
few yards from the construction site
has been overseeing the entire
project

people said it couldnt be done
I1 talked to imperial manufacturing
and they said yes there is a need
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new home under construction in bethel photo by megan mcatee


