Whalers, U.S. reach quota accord

North 'Slope whalers will
be allowed 19 strikes of bow-
head whales this year under
an agreement worked out by
the Alaska Eskimo Whaling
Commission and the U.S. Gov-
ernment,

Whalers will work to make
their hunt more efficient and
to take only immature whales

Adams, the talks were kept
private by a vote of the com-
mission which wanted to.iron
out private differences between
the Barrow whalers and whaler
whaling captains  from the
other North Slope whaling
villages,

The commission declined 10
talk the differences

about

is allowed three, Savoonga,
Gambell, Wainwright, and Kak-
tovik each will be allowed two
and Wales, Kivilina and Nuig-
suit each will be allowed one
sirike.

The quotas were established
using figures from last year's
hunt and IWC quotas. Last
year, whalers took 17 whales
of the 28 they struck. The
IWC in 1980 set a quota of
up to 65 whales landed in
1981, 1982 and 1983, which
means that the captains can
strike 37 and land 28 for the
remaining two years of the

(Continued on Page Sixteen)



Whalers to govern selves

(Continued from Page One)
IWC guota.

Under terms of the agree-
ment, captains will attempt to
limit their strikes to sexually
immature whales of less than
19 feet in Jength and will be
forbidden from taking bow-
head calves or adulis accom-
panied by calves.

Captains will be fhined for
each whale taken after the
limit of 19 strikes & taken
but the AEWC will pay the fine
instead of the whaling captains.

While the agreement was
looked at favorably by AEWC
executive  director Mare
Adams, she said the commis-
sion supporied a longer term
for negotiations.

“We're pleased with it, bui
we're also well aware of its
shortcomings,” said Adams.

“It's for a short term - that's
one ol the major things . . .
the whaling villages are still
concerned about  what  will
happen when it expires.”

Adams said the self-regulat-
ing aspect of the agreement,
which allows the Eskimos to
monitor and regulate the hunts
s good.

Bob McVey, Alaska region-
al director of the National
Marine Fisheries Service, which
represented the US. Govern-
menl, said “We are happy with
the way (self-monitoring)
worked oul last year . . . They
reached the quota and they
stopped when whales were still
available. They've convinced us
that they sincerely wamt 1o
retain responsibility for man-
aging their own bunt,” said
McVey.



